
 

Thoughts of Joy... 
 

September is going to be fun at First United Methodist Church of Lompoc. Though a couple 

of the events that were planned have had to be postponed due to Covid-19, there is an 

outdoor event that we hope you will enjoy. 
 

On Sunday, September 12th from 11:30 to 1:30 we will have an 

outdoor picnic and workshop to get folks involved with our 

new Vision Plan, “Widening the Welcome”. Our consultant, 

Andrew Ponder Williams, will preach that day and also lead 

the seminar. This is an opportunity for you to find a place in 

the revitalization of your church. We need everyone to be 

present so that we can make our vision a reality. 
 

Each person will be asked to determine what part of the Vision Plan speaks to your heart. Are 

you interested in helping with Children’s Ministries? Do you want to participate in building a 

new worship experience? What gifts do you have that will propel this plan to its fruition and 

new life for FUMC? 
 

Much is already happening with the Vision Plan. We have ordered a 

program entitled: “The Art of Hospitality” for those people who would like 

to work on more than “Widening the Welcome”, but also “Warming the 

Welcome”. It’s time to beef up our hospitality once again for those who 

are new to our church.  
 

To connect with our community, I am working with several local agencies 

to launch a crime prevention program and to connect with our neighbors 

at Arbor Square Apartments. Building community relationships is one of the 

top priorities of “Widening the Welcome”.  
 

As this current surge of Covid-19 cycles through, we look forward to opportunities to bring 

people back onto our campus for a variety of events later this fall. Please join us on 

September 12th as we take another step into the future of this church; a future that is filled 

with God’s vision and ministry for the transformation of the world.  
 

Peace & Grace, 

Pastor Joy 
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3 Different Ways to Stay Connected to Worship 
 

1) In-Person Worship: starts at 10:30am every Sunday. 

Due to new regulations from the State of California, 

even if you are fully vaccinated, you need to wear a 

mask. You still need to be directed to the Welcome 

Table – to make sure a liability form is complete and 

on file for you and add your name to the 

attendance sheet. You are then able to enter the 

Sanctuary and an usher will direct you for seating. 

The Hymnals and Bibles are now back on the pews. 

For singing options, as of now, there is no singing or 

Fellowship currently.  

2) Website Live Stream: Visit our website (lompocumc.org) on Sunday mornings at 10:30am to 

watch the Live Stream of our worship service by clicking on the YouTube icon. Or you can go 

directly to YouTube and type in First United Methodist Church in the search bar to be directed 

to our YouTube page and don’t forget to subscribe by clicking the Subscribe button, which 

allows you to know when we are live or when we have a new video uploaded. It is like being 

in the sanctuary while still being at home in your slippers. 

3) Audio Version: One final way to connect with us for Sunday worship is to listen to the audio 

version on our website. Go to lompocumc.org and scroll down on the home page, you will 

find the audio file for the week along with the library. Just click! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers & Requests for Our Community 
Health Concerns: Connie Aguilera’s nieces, Juanita Aguilera, Maricela Martinez & Veronica 

Garcia; Betsy Anders; Jack Jones’ granddaughter’s husband, Neville Davison, & Jack’s 

grandson, Daniel Jones, & Jack’s granddaughter, Sydney Dimock; Virginia Pengilly; John & Kay 

Halfhill; Jo Hoag’s granddaughter, Emily; Edward Lee (Rex Lee’s brother); David Jones; Sandra 

Lemon; Richard Shiers; Forrest Stoll; Em Peacock’s granddaughter Allison; Glenna Yingst; Chris 

Woods (Bobbie Woods’ husband.) 
 

Concern & Encouragement: Juanita Charles  
 

Church Family & Friends Serving in the Military:  Andres Mendoza; Miguel Aguilera; Gary Berleue 

Jr.; John Sterling. 
 

In Extended Care: Norrine Madson; Marie Schlueter; Dick Tootle, Bets Wright and Martha Hicks. 
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September 2021 Sharing Tree – Community Partners in Caring  
 

Established in 1997, COMMUNITY PARTNERS IN CARING—a 501(c)(3) tax exempt non-profit 

(ID# 77-0477176). The mission of Community Partners in Caring is to provide free volunteer 

support services that allow our senior population to live 

independently while maintaining dignity, respect, and 

quality of life. 

HOW? -  Through a combination of volunteer opportunities, 

social activities, workshops, free direct assistance, and referral services 

Community Partners in Caring support the well-being, safety, dignity, independence as well 

as the physical, emotional, and mental health of seniors (age 62+) and the mildly disabled 

throughout our county. The Volunteer Program is designed as a support system and 

intervention for those unable to access affordable non-medical support services and lack 

family/friend support. 

 

FREE SERVICES PROVIDED: Door-through-Door transportation, Friendly Visits/Reassurance Calls, 

Shopping/Errands, Yard Work, Light House Cleaning, Minor Home Repairs, Technology 

Training, and referrals to community resources. This free services break isolation and allow 

seniors to remain connected to their community, attend to physical/emotional/mental 

health needs, access food, maintain healthy human connections, and remain safely at 

home. The screened volunteers watch for declining health, unhealthy home environments, 

and abuse/neglect so that the agency can intervene and make appropriate referrals. Free 

door-through-door transportation is the most requested. Roughly 85% of all transportation is 

to medical appointment and to secure food. Lompoc seniors can call 1-805-925-8000. 

 

FUTURE SERVICES BEING PLANNED ARE: 

Respite Care - A volunteer will provide time away (respite) for the primary caregiver.  

Meal Preparation Assistance - A volunteer will help meal prep for seniors who need 

assistance. 

Paperwork Assistance - A volunteer will sort a client’s mail, correspondence, or paperwork, 

but will not do any bill paying.  Limit: 1 time per month 

Minor Home Repairs - A volunteer will help a client with small home repairs. For example: if a 

screen door is off track, a lock on the gate needs repairing, light bulbs changed, or small 

plumbing issue. 

The client pays for parts. 

Light Housekeeping / Laundry - A volunteer will do light housekeeping such as dishes, 

laundry, dusting, and light vacuuming. 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS OVER THE PAST 5 YEARS: Clients: 839 / total services provided 21,346 total 

miles driven 238,378 / hours of services: 19,594 

Thank you for supporting our August Sharing Tree. To donate to COMMUNITY PARTNERS IN 

CARING make your check payable to FUMC and on the memo line write “Community 

Partners in Caring”.  You can also donate to our Sharing Trees online at lompocumc.org/ 

 

Mission Outreach 

https://lompocumc.org/


 4 

 
August 17th, 2021 – Feed the Hungry 

 
On a mild and overcast afternoon, Patti, Donna and Larry met to 

prepare 24 meals (down from 35 last year) for the Feed the 

Hungry program.  The meals are placed in clamshell take out 

containers and the guests take them home instead of eating at 

St. Timothy’s. 

 

On tap today was macaroni & cheese with hot dog slices and a 

green salad topped with strawberries, plus a dinner roll.  

Maureen and Bob prepared the lunch bags with a peanut 

butter and jelly sandwich, cookies, and a bag of chips.  A bottle 

of cold water helped to wash this all down. There were 14 guests 

with leftovers for those who stayed. Our next Feed the Hungry 

occurs on September 21, 2021. We are planning Sloppy Joe’s, a 

vegetable, and a salad.  

  

We want to thank the Blessing of the Pets Picnic for donating the 

extra food to Feed the Hungry, which included hotdogs, buns, 

chips, and cookies, plus water. We may not be Feeding the 

Multitude, but FUMC Lompoc is doing what God has chosen us to do. Thank you and 

continue to be safe. We are missing Bobbie, so we sent her and Chris a video message. 

Also, there is a new schedule for the Community Kitchen it is posted in the office.  The 

Lompoc Four Square Church has resumed Feed the Hungry on Mondays and the meal each 

Monday will be a hamburger take out dinner. 

 I know that the Lord secures justice for the poor and upholds the cause of the needy. Psalm 

140:12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to... 

2- Connie L. Aguilera 

2 - Virginia Kumpitsch 

2 - Royce Smith 

6 - Kris Rogers 

7 - Rex A. Lee, Sr. 

8 - Dick Shiers 

12 - Henry Aguilera 

12 - Nancy Andrews 

14 - Carol Gurney 

18 - Janet Shiers 

20 - Richard Anderson 

25 - Lynn Clock 

26 - Juanita Charles 

30 - Barbara Dameron 
  

 
 



 5 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Attendance In-Person Live Stream Total 

July 4th 27 19 46 

July 11th 41 12 53 

July 18th 34 11 45 

July 25th  51 13 64 

        2021  CUMULATIVE  REMAINING 

  

May 

2021  

Jun 

2021  Jul 2021  APPROVED  

INCOME & 

EXPENSES  BUDGET 

        BUDGET  

2021 YEAR-

TO DATE  FOR 2021 

INCOME         

January-

July 31, 

2021   

 

4100 · Pledges 

and 

Contributions 

          

$9,373   

        

$16,373   

    

$24,296.02   

        

$221,535   

                          

$125,746   

         

$95,789  

 

4300 · Building 

Use Income 

          

$3,000   

           

$3,000   

      

$1,045.00   

          

$18,000   

                            

$11,545   

            

$6,455  

TOTAL INCOME 

        

$12,373   

        

$19,373   

          

$25,341   

        

$239,535   

                          

$137,291   

       

$102,244  
             
EXPENSES            

 

6000 - 

Apportionments 

and 

Benevolences 

          

$4,909   

                  

-     

      

$2,000.00   

          

$26,999   

                              

$7,987   

         

$19,012  

 

6100 - All 

Ministry Areas 

              

$266   

                  

-     

                   

-     

             

$4,493   

                                  

$716   

            

$3,777  

 

6205 - Staff 

Parish Relations 

                

$55   

                  

-     

          

$37.50   

               

$150   

                                   

$93   

                  

$58  

 

6211 - Pastor's 

Salary & Benefits 

          

$9,681   

          

$9,431   

     

$9,648.81   

        

$116,973   

                            

$66,636   $50,337 

 

6220 - Lay 

Personnel 

          

$6,945   

           

$7,812   

      

$6,707.34   

         

$92,699   $49,003   

         

$43,696  

 6240 - Trustees 

          

$3,884   

           

$4,459   

     

$1,860.50   

        

$46,025   

                            

$26,199   

         

$19,826  

 

6250 - Finance 

Committee $1,052   1,051   $1,611.46   $13,550   

                             

$8,666   

            

$4,884  

 

6260 - 

Adminstration & 

Other Expenses 

              

$545   $331   $414.73   $7,498   $3,069   $4,429  

TOTAL EXPENSES 

     

$27,336   

       

$23,084   

          

$22,280   

        

$308,387    

                          

$162,369   $146,018  

 

Net 

Income/(Loss) $14,963  

        

$3,711  $3,061      

                          

$25,078  $43,774 

New Financial Report & Attendance Record  
 

2021 Sharing Tree Totals 
Jan. 2021 – Covid – 19 Focus – LVCHO = $1,494.00 

Feb. 2021 – Rayos Contra Cancer = $1,135.00 

Mar. 2021 – UMCOR & UMCOR Sundays = $2,130.00 

Apr. 2021 – Books for Guatemala = $2,145.00 

May 2021 – FSA (Family Service Agency) = $1,096.45 

Jul. 2021 – C.A.R.E. 4 Paws = $469.00 
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FUMC LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY 28 JULY 2021 AT SIX THIRTY PM IN THE FIRESIDE ROOM 
 

Attendees:  Dorian Hodge, Anne Anderson, LaVelda Clock, George Dierkens, Larry Li, Royce Smith, and 
Donna Wood.  Excused:  Pastor Joy.  Absent:  Sheri Bonwell.  The meeting minutes were recorded for 
Vanessa Hodge to transcribe.  A quorum was present. 
 

Opening Prayer, Call to Order and Agenda Additions:  Dorian open the meeting with a prayer, the meeting 
was called to order at 6:35 pm, and there were no agenda additions. 
 

Meeting Minutes:  Meeting minutes from 10 July 2021 were approved with two corrections--in the Trustees 
Report "Parsonage" section George will lead the ad hoc team; and in the "Door Security" section Donna will 
provide an item on door security for publication in the August Forecast newsletter.  The minutes were approved 
upon motion by Donna Wood, seconded by Larry Li, and followed by a unanimous vote. 
 

Pastor’s Report:  In Pastor Joy’s absence, Dorian passed along information on four topics.  Office Manager 
Hours--Pastor Joy will be requesting an increase of hours for Yolanda at the next meeting due to her taking on 
additional duties.  Usher and Paraments Coordinator--No volunteers for these positions yet, however the 
Communion Coordinator volunteer position will be filled by Dorian Hodge.  Vision Plan Update--The "Widening 
The Welcome" vision plan was sent to all FUMC members.  Campus Violence--Due to the recent shooting on 
the 900 block of North F Street and North Avenue by a 16-year-old gang member using an unregistered "ghost 
gun," Pastor Joy will hold a reconsecration ceremony at the close of worship this Sunday 1 August 2021. 
 

Finance (New Business):  Report Formats--The Finance ad hoc team met on 13 July 2021 and adopted a 
new format for reporting financial status in the monthly "Forecast" newsletter and during Leadership Team 
meetings.  The format will include a comparison of the current month to recent months. 
 

Trustees (New Business):  Facility Use Fees--An ad hoc team consisting of Pastor Joy, LaVelda Clock and 
Anne Anderson will meet to review the current facility use fees and determine if fee changes are needed.  
Master Chorale Facility Use Questions--The Master Chorale asked two questions regarding their facility use.  
Question 1:  Can they use the Fireside Room for meetings on the 3rd Thursday of each month from 7 to 8 pm?   
Question 1 answer:  Yes, but they need to submit a Facility Use request for that room.  Question 2:  Are masks 
required for their rehearsals?  Question 2 answer:  Yes, but before each rehearsal they should check on 
current city/county public health recommendations based on current COVID-19 status.  Anne will relay the 
answers to the Master Chorale.  Transportation Coordinator for "A Place and A Time To Visit" Gatherings--The 
first gathering is scheduled for Thursday 26 August 2021 from 1 to 3 pm and a Transportation Coordinator is 
needed for the event.  The Transportation Coordinator will not be a driver but will simply provide the name and 
contact information of the designated driver for that gathering.  The team suggested possible congregants to 
ask about filling that volunteer position. 
 

Staff Parish Relations (New Business):  New Leadership Team Pledge--Dorian asked for a discussion to 
better understand why some Leadership Team members objected to having a team pledge.  The team 
discussed the purpose of the pledge.  The purpose of the Pledge is:  (1) for Leadership Team members to 
formally commit to relationship building between the pastor, staff, leadership team, congregation, and 
community members; (2) to provide guidance on addressing rumors, complaints, etc. that could jeopardize 
relationship building; and (3) to formally commit to maintaining confidentiality when discussing employee-
related matters such as salary, performance, discipline, etc.  Dorian passed along ideas for making the pledge 
more palatable including adding a list of Leadership Team duties and responsibilities and better addressing 
how to deal with rumors and/or complaints that could jeopardize church relations.  Dorian and Pastor Joy will 
continue to work on a pledge that is acceptable to the team.  However, the Pledge discussion led to a team 
member observation that the congregation needs to be included in major church decisions.  FUMC previously 
held Quarterly Councils that provided a forum for congregation discussion related to major church decisions.  
With the Leadership Team structure negating the need for Quarterly Councils, the congregation may feel 
excluded even though Leadership Team meetings are open for all to attend (except for closed personnel-
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related discussions) and meeting minutes are published in the monthly church "Forecast" newsletter.  The 
team will address the observation that the congregation feels excluded at its next meeting. 
 

Other Business:  Leadership Team Resignations / Potential Replacements--Larry Huyck and Ann Picha 
reigned as Leadership Team members, so the team discussed possible replacements.  CAHOOTS Article from 
People Magazine--Dorian distributed an article on CAHOOTS (Crisis Assistance Helping Out On the Streets) 
published in the 26 July 2021 issue of People magazine (see Attachment 1).  The team previously discussed 
the benefits of a CAHOOTS response team for Lompoc but acknowledged that action is needed from the 
Lompoc City Council for a CAHOOTS team to be a Lompoc option.  New CDC Guidance on Mask Wear--With 
the COVID-19 Delta variant rapidly spreading, COVID-19 vaccinations lagging, and Delta variant breakthrough 
infections in fully vaccinated individuals, the CDC again advised mask wear as a precaution based on 
city/county infection rates.  Pastor Joy will advise the congregation on new guidelines/restrictions. 
 

Old Business:  The team reviewed the status of several pending action items.  Newsletter Budget Report 
Format--Before closing this item, the team would like to see the new format as published in the August 
newsletter.  Parsonage Rental--George provided an update on the general condition of the property/grounds 
and the ad hoc team will tour the property before the tenant move-out inspection.  Church Foundation Account 
(not the independent FUMC Foundation)--this item’s purpose is no longer clear.  The Leadership Team Chair 
will research this item by looking at past meeting minutes and provide a report at the next meeting.  Personnel 
Manual Roll-Out--The revised manual was distributed to all staff members on 25 July 2021 along with a 
summary of changes (see Attachment 2).  The team would like to wait until an employee meeting has been 
held to address staff questions about the manual before closing this action item. 
 

Meeting Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 7:54 pm.  The next Leadership Team meeting will 
be on Wednesday 25 August 2021 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in the Fireside Room. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Vanessa Hodge, Leadership Team Minutes Transcriber (Pro Tem) 
 
 
2 Attachments: 
1. CAHOOTS Article from 26 July 2021 issue of People magazine 
2. Personnel Manual Change Summary 

 
Current Bible Studies 

Thursday Morning – 7:00-8:00am on Gospel of Luke 

Thursday Evening– 7:00-8:30pm on Ephesians 

Sunday Morning - 8:45-10:00am on Samuel 1 & 2 

 

All our Bible Studies have been brought online through 

Zoom. If you want to study the scriptures during this 

quiet time, send an email to Myron Heavin 

mgheavin@mac.com. He will send you an invitation. 

 
Your Sunday School begins at 8:40 each Sunday and can be found at the Zoom ID meeting 

number 788 512 597. You can pick up a workbook at the church office. You are encouraged 

to get involved in an adult Bible Study, either on zoom, Facebook, or get a workbook from 

church office and study by yourself. 

mailto:mgheavin@mac.com
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Sep. 5        10:30am                  In-Person Worship, Live Streaming &                          

Sunday                                          Children’s Sunday School 

    (Holy Communion)  

 

Sep. 6                      Labor Day – Church Office Is Closed  

   

 

Sep. 11          10am-Noon             Leadership Team Meeting (FR) 

 

Sep. 12          10:30am                  In-Person Worship, Live Streaming & 

Sunday                                          Children’s Sunday School 

                       

                       11:30am                  Lunch & Vision Workshop 

                                                       (All Congregation Invited) 

 

Sep. 17          3:30-8pm                 Girl Scout Troops (FR) 

 

Sep. 18          10:30am                  Scribblers Group (Zoom) 

 

Sep. 19          10:30am                  In-Person Worship, Live Streaming & 

Sunday                                       Children’s Sunday School  

 

Sep. 21         3:30pm                    Feed The Hungry 

 

Sep. 22          6:30-8:30pm             Leadership Team Meeting (FR) 

 

Sep. 24          3:30-8pm                 Girl Scout Troops (Noah’s Ark) 

Sep. 24          2-8pm                      Paper Crafting (Fireside) 

 

Sep. 25          10am-4pm              Paper Crafting (Fireside)  

 

Sep. 26          10:30am                 In-Person Worship, Live Streaming & 

Sunday                                         Children’s Sunday School 
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Return Service Requested 

Come Join Us For In-Person Worship! 
Email: office@lompocumc.org 

Website: lompocumc.org 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

 
 

Staff 

Rev. Joy Price, Lead Pastor 

pastorjoy@lompocumc.org 

Kathleen Hacker, Director of Music 

kathleenhacker@gmail.com 

Yolanda Juarez-Aguilera, Office Manager 

office@lompocumc.org  

Connie & Enrique Aguilera, Custodians  

     chicas6@msn.com 

 

 
 

Gold Leaf on The Giving Tree honoring Ruth "Ruthie" Ellen Dorr O'Brien. 
 

On Sunday, August 22, 2021, a Gold Leaf was placed on The Giving Tree to honor Ruth 

"Ruthie" Ellen Dorr O'Brien.  She was a 90-year-old lady who arrived at church early and stood 

outside the North door to the Narthex greeting people with a cheerful "Good Morning - 

Welcome to Church."  She was a member of the Membership & Evangelism Committee and 

introduced the Welcome bag given to visitors attending our church service. For years Ruth 

helped gather and assemble the material put in the bags.   

 

Ruth crocheted lap robes that were kept in the Narthex for people that needed a little extra 

warmth.  She was a gifted and loyal member of the United Methodist Women. She was 

famous for baking biscuits and homemade bread for the UMW Bake Sales and potluck 

dinners. Ruth and her daughter-in-law Charlotte O'Brien decorated Fellowship Hall for the 

UMW Christmas Tea for several years.    

 

The Gold Leaf honoring Ruthie was made possible by donations to The General Endowment 

Fund that is managed by the First United Methodist Foundation of Lompoc. She was loved 

and appreciated by her church family. 

 
Written by Pat Nuernberg and information provided by Jack Jones. 

 

mailto:office@lompocumc.org

