
 

Thoughts of Joy... 

This month, I want to reflect on who the real Patrick of Ireland was and why he had been 

canonized by the church. As most of us have been told, his great feat was to drive the snakes 

out of Ireland. However, I knew that story wasn’t true. So I did some research about this saint, 

and this is what I found.   
 

Patrick was born around 385 in Britain to Christian parents. At the age of 14, Irish pirates 

kidnapped him. In Ireland he was sold as a slave to tend sheep. During his quiet days in the 

pastures of Ireland, Patrick started to think about God. He believed his sufferings were a 

punishment for his careless life; so he repented and turned to God with all his heart. After six 

years Patrick escaped. He then spent the next 20 years as a priest on the continent. Finally, he 

felt himself called by God to return to Ireland to proselytize the people.   
 

The first bishop to Ireland, Palladius arrived in 431, founded three churches, 

and left after six months because the natives threw stones at him. He didn't 

speak the Irish language, didn't like to travel, and wasn't very fond of the Irish 

people either. Then, Patrick arrived as the second bishop in 433. Because 

Patrick knew the language and the culture, he succeeded.  Quickly he 

found converts to the faith.  
 

It was his success in converting people that led to the legend of the snakes. 

There were never any snakes in Ireland because the weather is too cool and 

damp for them. But the early druids were called "serpents" for their occult knowledge, and 

Patrick broke their power over the people. Thus, the legend of driving out the snakes was born.  
 

Patrick was a smart fellow. He used many of the existing beliefs and superstitions of the people to 

persuade the Irish to convert to Christianity. For example, Celtic crosses are, in fact, much older 

than Christianity. They are equal-armed crosses, backed by a circle. The cross, symbolized the 

four quarters of the earth or the four elements (earth, air, fire, and water). The circle was a 

symbol of eternity and the path of the sun in the sky. When he introduced Christianity, Patrick 

used the existing cross as a Christian symbol. Eventually, it became common to see the equal-

armed cross atop a matching pedestal, which gave it a more elongated form. Another Irish 

symbol, the shamrock, can also be traced to Patrick. He used the shamrock to explain the Trinity, 

and it has been associated with him since.  
 

Patrick is believed to have lived to the age of 70, which in that time was rather remarkable. This is 

the story of St. Patrick, whose feast day is observed by the Roman Catholic Church on March 

17th. May you too, find ways to express your faith to friends and neighbors in an equally engaging 

manner. 
 

Peace & Grace, 

Pastor Joy 
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3 Ways to Stay Connected to Worship 
 

1) Zoom Online: Zoom is an online, or web-based platform that allows you to meet and 

interact with people. Think of it as a videophone call with a group. If you have a computer or 

a phone, you can Zoom! All FUMC meetings, worship services, study groups, fellowship 

groups and other gatherings are now on Zoom. You do not need a Zoom account to 

participate in worship or a meeting. Just send us your email address, and we will email you a 

Zoom invitation to the service, that is a link you can click on and join in. Zoom worship begins 

at 11:00am on Sundays. 
 

2) Facebook Live Stream: If you are a Facebook member and would like to see the sermon 

of the week live streamed, go to the church's Facebook page, at 10:30 on Sunday morning 

to participate in worship. Our Facebook page is "Lompoc First United Methodist Church". 
 

3) Audio Version: One final way to connect with us for Sunday worship is to listen to the audio 

version on our website. Go to lompocumc.org and scroll down on the Home page, you’ll 

find the audio file for the week along with the library. Just click! 
 

 

COMING SOON 

  In the near future… 

 

 

 

 

Prayers & Requests for Our Community 
 

Health Concerns: 

Connie Aguilera’s nieces, Juanita Aguilera, Maricela Martinez & Veronica Garcia; Betsy 

Anders; Jack Jones’ granddaughter’s husband, Neville Davison, & Jack’s grandson, 

Daniel Jones, & Jack’s granddaughter, Sydney Dimock; Virginia Pengilly & her sister, 

Marilyn Kaufmann; John & Kay Halfhill; Jo Hoag’s granddaughter, Emily; Judy Bowser; 

Martha Hicks; Penny Lee, her brother Richard Flagg and brother-in-law, Edward Lee; Jim 

& Emma Owen; James Owen Jr.; JoDee & Ed Barnard; Rick Spitzer; David Jones; Fran 

Zimmerman, Sharyl Heavin; Jim Price; Sheri Bonwell, and all struggling with Covid-19. 
 

For Families & Friends of Those Who Recently Passed: The Family and Friends of Ruthie O’ 

Brien, The Warren Family – loss of their Son (Judy Bowser’s neighbor), The Zamora Family 

– Loss of their Son (Friends of the Aguilera’s). 
 

Concern & Encouragement: Juanita Charles  
 

Church Family & Friends Serving in the Military:  Andres Mendoza; Miguel Aguilera; Gary 

Berleue Jr.; John Sterling. 
 

In Extended Care: Norrine Madson; Marie Schlueter; Dick Tootle; and Norma Carter. 
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Sharing Tree March 2021: UMCOR 
 

During the month of March our Sharing Tree will support the efforts of the United Methodist 

Committee on Relief or UMCOR. UMCOR is one of the most significant United Methodist 

Church agencies in doing the work of recovery from natural disasters both here in the U.S. 

and around the world.  
 

Under its original name, Bishop Herbert Welch in response to displaced and vulnerable 

populations in the wake of World War II founded the Methodist Committee on Overseas 

Relief (MCOR) in 1940. In his address at the General Conference that year, Bishop Welch 

stated that MCOR would serve as a “voice of conscience among Methodists to act in the 

relief of human suffering without distinction of race, color, or creed.” The organization’s 

name was legally changed to the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) at the 

1972 General Conference.  
 

Following World War II, in the 1950’s, MCOR helped to resettle refugees in more than five 

different countries and distributed $80,000 per year for refuge assistance. During the 1960’s, 

MCOR addressed the root causes of hunger and poverty and worked with communities in-

need to achieve self-sustaining livelihood opportunities.  
 

By the 1970’s UMCOR had addressed a famine in Bangladesh by raising over $1M, and had 

spread its efforts to 62 countries worldwide on 5 different continents. During the 1980’s 

UMCOR brought much needed aid to Ethiopia and 25 other African nations suffering from 

famine and drought. 
 

In the 1990’s UMCOR built its Sager Brown Depot in Louisiana to stock supplies needed to 

address disasters in the U.S. It also established offices in the countries of the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Sudan, Philippines, Afghanistan, and Indonesia. Following a number of 

natural disasters in the 2000’s UMCOR responded to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, and the 

earthquake and tsunami in the Indian Ocean. 
 

Today, UMCOR, continues to respond to natural and manmade disasters world-wide 

including providing support for the United States and Australia following climate change 

related wildfires, and so much more.  
 

The collected Sharing Tree gifts this month will go to support the administration of UMCOR. 

Once each year we take an offering to support the salaries and other administrative costs of 

the agency so that the rest of the year 100% of your gifts go directly to designated disasters. 

This is your opportunity to keep this powerful Christian witness moving forward. 
 

March is our opportunity to support one of the most amazing ministries offered by United 

Methodists to the world. Please consider supporting both the Sharing Tree by writing a check 

to FUMC with UMCOR in the memo line, or going to lompocumc.org and donate online. 
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FEBRUARY 2021– FEED THE HUNGRY 

 

We gathered to prepare a meal for those in need on Tuesday, the 16th in the Fellowship Hall 

kitchen.  Already prepared by Bob and Maureen were the lunch bags with a peanut butter 

and jelly sandwich, cookies, and a bag of chips.  Donna, Patti, Larry, and Bobbie arrived in 

the afternoon to prepare the main meal which was pork patties placed on a bed of brown 

rice and topped with a bar-b-que sauce.  Also cooking was a pot of navy beans with cubed 

pork, and mixed vegetables.   A 

bottle of water was included with 

each meal. Thirty-five meals were 

prepared for those arriving at the 

5 PM serving time at St. Timothy’s. 

 

 
…and if you spend yourselves on behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then 

your light will rise in the darkness. Isaiah 58:10 (NIV)  

 

 

MARCH Outreach Includes… 
 

Care Kits Distribution 

We ask for help for a ministry to distribute Care Kits at the March 16th Feed the Hungry Dinner. 

If anyone would like to donate the last materials, we need to complete the 30 Care Kits, it 

would be much appreciated. The materials still needed to make these kits are warms gloves 

and socks (unisex). We need items in by March 11th, 2021 to have the bags done and ready 

for distribution on March 16th. If interested in helping, please give Yolanda a call or email first 

to drop off the items. Thank you in advance!  

 

Project Gratitude 

In the month of March, we will send out handwritten notes of gratitude to the Lompoc Solid 

Waste Division. There are approximately 15 thank you cards, to be written to the staff who 

clean up our Lompoc Streets. Beginning March 1st, stop by the office to pick up your list of 

names of the staff and thank you note cards. This is a wonderful way to show our gratitude to 

all those in our community that serve us. 

Left: Donna separates the takeout 
bags, Middle: Patti lines up the 
clamshells. Right: The finished 
meal. 
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Current Bible Studies: 
 

Tuesday Morning– 6:00-7:00am on James 

Thursday Morning – 7:00-8:00am on Revelation 

Thursday Evening– 7:00-8:30pm on Romans 

Sunday Morning - 8:45-10:00am on Joshua 

 

Your Sunday School begins at 8:40 each Sunday 

and can be found at the Zoom ID meeting 

number 788 512 597. You can pick up a workbook 

at the church office.    

 

You are encouraged to get involved in an adult Bible Study, either on zoom, Facebook, or 

get a workbook from church office and study by yourself. 
 

All our Bible Studies have been brought online through Zoom. If you want to study the 

scriptures during this quiet time, send an email to Myron Heavin mgheavin@mac.com. He will 

send you an invitation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Bible Study 
 

Beginning Wednesday, March 3rd, and ending March 24th, this four-week Bible Study will 

compare and contrast the four gospel stories of the Passion of Christ. We will look at who 

were Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and the communities of faith to which each one was 

writing. Then we will examine how each of writer tells the Holy Week story, right up to the 

resurrection of Christ. 

 

Written by Pastor Joy, you will receive a free 

workbook to use through the series. We will also 

look at different translations of the Bible for each 

of the gospels, bring as many versions of the Bible 

as you have to share with the group. 

 

The classes begin on March 3rd at 6:30pm and will 

be held on Zoom. Contact the church office (via 

email or phone) to sign up for this discussion. 

 

 

 

mailto:mgheavin@mac.com
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Make Your Own Easter Basket Drive-Thru  
 

Hello, it is that time to plan our Make Your Easter Basket Drive – thru for the children in our 

Lompoc Community. Our Event will be on Saturday, April 3rd, 2021 from 11:30am – 1pm.  
 

We need volunteers, who will wear bunny ears (provided) to help pass out candy and eggs 

to the cars that drive by. We are in need of numerous donations of Easter candy, basket 

grass, small religious toys and craft kits, small stuffed animals, and other basket fillers, which 

can be dropped off at the Church Office. We expect about 300 cars to attend along with 

posting on our Social Media accounts, along with flyers Yolanda is making. We will let the 

public and their children know, to wear masks and to bring their own Easter Baskets or Bag to 

collect their eggs and other goodies.  
 

If you are interested in helping with this Easter Event, please email or call Yolanda at the 

Church Office and she can answer any questions you may have. Thank you in advance! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Happy Birthday to… 

 

1 – Myron Heavin 

6 – Woody Kumpitsch 

15 – Johnny Foust 

17 – Bill Durham 

18 – Beverly Preece 

18 – Diane Smith 

22 – LaVelda Clock 

27 – David Lemon 
 

Happy Anniversary to… 

  

6th – Woody & Ginny Kumpitsch 

27th – Mel & Bets Wright 
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Leadership Team Meeting Minutes 

Saturday, February 13th, 2021 – 10am (Via Zoom) 

 

Members Present: Pastor Joy, Larry L., Sheri B., Larry H., Royce S., Donna W., Dorian H., 

Yolanda J., LaVelda C., Ann P., George D.  Absent: Anne A. 

Opening Reflection: What is our personal call in a spiritual aspect? Share with the team 

about what we think our call is to ministry.  

Call to Order: 10:19am – Agreed to approve 9th of January and 25th of January Minutes (Typo 

fixed for 1/9/21 Minutes instead of Personal change to Personnel) 

 

Pastor’s Message/Report: We will have a new monthly meeting time instead of every 4th 

Monday; it will now be every 4th Tuesday of the Month from 6:30-8:30. (Congregation will be 

advised.) CAHOOTS - Crisis Assistance Helping Out On The Streets – (information and 

worksheet available in office.) We agreed to support this project but left open how we will 

obtain the funds to support this cause; add to Sharing Tree, or assistance from the 

Foundation or Mission Outreach Funds. Final resolution of this issue is scheduled for 2/18 

meeting. Lastly, the Bishop has approved Inside Worship with limits including 25% capacity, 

PPE and Sign-up List, no chanting or singing, possible moving forward after Easter 2021. 

 

Reports: FUMC On Going Projects and Repairs  

George D., – Review and approve and additional $6,000 in funds for Video System. This 

amount will fully cover the remaining costs, including the use of a consultant’s time.  A total 

of $14,000 will be spent on the Video System. Larry H., moved for acceptance, seconded by 

Dorian H. (Voted and Approved Unanimously) 

George also explained that there are currently 7 leaks through the campus. Volunteers and 

plumbers are working on repair.  

 

Finance: Larry Li – No Report 

 

Staff Parish Relations: We will go over the Job Descriptions and Evaluation forms, but the 

forms will not be completely done until mid-March. For job descriptions Secretary possibly be 

changed to Administrative Assistant or Office Manager.  

 

Reviewing and updating the Open Action Items – New evaluation form is approved. We will 

use the same Self-Evaluation Forms that were reviewed previously in 2019 along with 

updated Job Descriptions. The 2021Personnel Manual. Larry Li moved to approve the 2021 

Personnel Manual, with Ann P. seconding it. The vote was unanimously in favor of adopting 

the new manual.  

 

North District Leadership Training – feedback given suggested that everyone who attended 

obtained excellent new information and training for church growth. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at: 12:00pm 

 

Next Meeting is Thursday, February 18th at 6:30pm via Zoom. 
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Leadership Team Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, February 18th, 2021 – 6:30pm (Via Zoom) 

 

Members Present: Pastor Joy, Larry L., Sheri B., Larry H., Royce S., Donna W., Dorian H., 

Yolanda J., LaVelda C., Ann P., George D., Anne A. 

Opening Devotion: What is our personal call in a spiritual aspect? Share with the team about 

what we think our call is to ministry.  

Call to Order: 6:43pm – Approval of 13 and 18th February Minutes will be on 3/13/21.   

 

Pastor’s Message/Report: (Congregation will be advised.) CAHOOTS - Crisis Assistance 

Helping Out On The Streets – (information and worksheet available in office.) It was motioned 

by LaVelda and seconded by Royce, to support this project, and use funds from the Mission - 

Emerging Needs Fund (#1660) to hire a CAHOOTS consultant. After the following discussion 

LaVelda’ s motion was withdrawn. We will not give toward this organization until er have 

more information.   

 

In Church Worship – Ad Hoc Team 

The Bishop has approved Inside Worship with limits including 25% capacity, PPE and Sign-up 

List, no chanting or singing, possible moving forward after Easter 2021. Pastor Joy will send out 

the requirements to be able to gather volunteers, to move forward with the process.  

 

Technical Team: No new status – Larry Huyck will be a helper. 

 

Trustees Report: George - Facility Use Report 2/11/21 Dates for the Lompoc Pops needed to 

be reserved and approved by Leadership Team. The motion came from the Trustees. Voted 

all were in favor. 

 

Finance: Larry Li – January Financial Report & Balance Sheet Review (worksheets available in 

office) Voted to accept reports as presented but per LaVelda, change an expense number 

from red to black ink. Dorian motioned we accept the report, seconded by Royce. (Voted 

and Approved Unanimously) 

 

Staff Parish Relations: Dorian - Gardener Position: Do we make this a Contract position or 

Hourly position. Resources and equipment are needed for Gardener to complete job. 

Discussion was generally thought to keep Enrique as an hourly employee. Larry H. moved 

retain as an employee position and purchase Hedge Trimmer and Chainsaw, seconded by 

Larry L. George D. decided on a max figure of $900.00 cap. All were in favor and voted 

unanimously.  

 

Reviewing and updating the Open Action Items: With Old Business Schedule – Office Valve, 

Men’s Restroom, Fellowship Restroom, Conference Valve all fixed. Choir room – issue was 

fixed by itself. For the New Balance Sheet – we came to a consensus to pursue the more 

simplified option for the New Balance Sheet.  

 

Meeting Adjourned at: 8:19pm - Next Meeting is Saturday, March 13th 10am to noon. 
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  ASH Wednesday 

  Drive–thru Feb. 17th 

  
                                                                                                                              
 

  

Glenna’s Birthday Drive-By 
Feb. 19th 

  Pastor Joy’s Drive-By  
Jan. 31st 

A special thanks to all who participated in my drive by 

birthday! It made a stay-at-home day special.  Extra 

thanks to our wagon master extraordinaire, Connie for 

organizing! Looking forward to seeing you all in worship 

soon. & for those who could not participate, thanks for 

the wonderful cards & calls.  We miss our church family!   

Love, Glenna 
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March 3   6:30pm    Lenten Bible Study 

March 6          10:00am               UMM – Zoom Meeting 

 

March 7         10:30am                Facebook Live Worship 

Sunday            11:10am                Zoom Worship & Holy Communion 

 

March 10  6:30pm    Lenten Bible Study 

March 13       9:30-11:30am        Leadership Team Meeting (Zoom) 

 

March 14           10:30am          Facebook Live Worship  

Sunday             11:10am               Zoom Worship 

 

March 16        3:30pm                 Feed the Hungry 

March 17       St. Patrick’s Day 

March 17  6:30pm    Lenten Bible Study 

 

March 21      10:30am               Facebook Live Worship 

Sunday            11:10am               Zoom Worship 

 

March 23  6:20-8:30pm   Leadership Team Meeting (Zoom) 

March 24  6:30pm    Lenten Bible Study 

 

March 28        10:30am           Facebook Live Worship 

Sunday              11:10am           Zoom Worship 

Palm Sunday 
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Return Service Requested 

 

 

 

 
Email: office@lompocumc.org 

Website: lompocumc.org 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

No In-Person Worship,  

the Church Office &  

Sanctuary are closed  

to the public at this time. 
 

 

Staff 
Rev. Joy Price, Lead Pastor 

pastorjoy@lompocumc.org 

Kathleen Hacker, Director of Music 

kathleenhacker@gmail.com 

Yolanda Juarez-Aguilera, Secretary  

office@lompocumc.org  

Connie & Enrique Aguilera, Custodians  

     chicas6@msn.com 

 
 

mailto:office@lompocumc.org

