
“The Biggest Surprise”                    April 17, 2022 

Matthew 12:38-41          Easter Sunday 

         

 

Introduction: What Are Your Biggest Surprises???  

I wondered--could that ______ ________ have been the biggest 

surprise the world has ever known? 

 

I.  Prophecies and Predictions 

I could not talk today about an _____ __________ _________ 

regarding the resurrection of Jesus--because there really aren’t any. 

Jesus himself talks about his ______ ___________ several times 

before it happens.   

Matthew 16:21 “From that time on Jesus began to explain to his 

disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the 

hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and 

that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”   

Matthew 27:63 The chief priests and Pharisees went to Pilate. “Sir,” 

they said, “We remember that while he was still alive that deceiver 

said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’  

The big surprise is that for some reasons the _________ of Jesus 

understood his predictions, but his own ___________ did not. 

It is also surprising that even though the Pharisees understood what 

Jesus predicted—they still don’t put their _______ in _________. 

 

II.  Surprises in the Story of Jonah 

 Jesus points out that from the story of Jonah it is surprising who 

___________ and who doesn’t.   

 

 

 

The people of Nineveh actually believe him and they do repent … but, 

Jonah, the one who brings a __________ of repentance, does not have 

a __________ of repentance. 

God wants Jonah to see that he cares more about his own _________ 

in the shade than he cares about the _________ of ___________. 

 

III.  Relevance for Today  

Will I know about Easter, but still somehow miss ___________?  That 

would be quite a terrible surprise, and yet Jesus says it does happen.  

Matthew 7:13-14 & 21-23 – Enter through the narrow gate. For wide 

is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many 

enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to 

life, and only a few find it. 
21 Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 

of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in 

heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your 

name perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never 

knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 

- Salvation is not just about __________ the Easter story, but it is 

about _____________ the Easter story in our lives.   

In other words, it means that we turn away from our ______ life and 

________ a _______ life in Jesus.   

  

http://biblehub.com/matthew/7-21.htm

