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I.  When Forgiveness Isn’t Needed 

There are some things that we just have to _________ or let them slide 

and not _________ about it.   

Proverbs 19:11 “A person’s wisdom yields patience; it is to one’s 

glory to overlook an offense.”   

Ephesians 4:2, “ …be patient and bear with one another in love.”   

True forgiveness is really something more than ___________ an 

offense.  It is what is required when something big happens.   

Lewis Smedes: “It is important not to confuse forgiveness with other 

similar acts. It is not excusing, smothering conflict, accepting people, 

or tolerance. When you forgive the person who hurt you ________ and 

___________, you perform a ___________ that has no equal. Nothing 

else is the same.” 

 

II. David Forgives 

This act of forgiveness is completely __________.  No one sees it 

coming--certainly not David’s men, and not _________ either.   

David has an opportunity to kill Saul which would probably bring to 

an end his own ___________ in the wilderness; but instead he chooses 

to do what is right, even when doing the right thing brings him 

________ __________.   

He does not see this as an opportunity from God, but instead as a 

_____________.  He does not want to be the kind of leader that Saul 

has been.  David wants to do things God’s way.   

 

III.   3 Steps of Forgiveness 

1. We need to rediscover the ___________ of the person who has hurt 

us.  In other words, we need to see them ___________. 

2. We ________ _____ the right for revenge. 

 - “I hold the right to vengeance in my two hands, take one last look at 

it, and let it ________ to the _________ ,  like a handful of water.” 

3. We change our feelings toward the person so that we can genuinely 

_________ for their _________.  

 -- David both forgives Saul, and he ________ _________ from Saul.   

 

IV.  Does Forgiveness Get Easier?   

While __________ doesn’t make forgiveness any easier, there is 

something else that does make it easier.  It is when we experience 

someone else __________ ______.  

Luke 7:47 “Whoever has been forgiven little loves little.”   

It really isn’t about how crazy and unreasonable your Saul is and 

whether your Saul will change or not.  Forgiveness is about 

_________ and _______.   

 

Conclusion:  

An act of forgiveness is like a miracle.  It is ___________ and 

___________ every time it happens.   

 

 


