
                                    Easter Celebration  
 

Prelude Singing:  “See What a Morning” 

“The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done”   

“Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”   

“O How Good is Christ the Lord”  
 

Welcome 
 

“Christ The Lord Is Risen Today” 
 

“Jesus Is Alive”  
 

“Forever (We Sing Hallelujah)” 
 

“Is He Worthy?” 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Congregational Prayer 
 

Scripture:  I Peter 1:3-4  
 

Message:  “A Story of Hope—From Death to Life” 
 

“I Know that My Redeemer Lives”   

This Sunday we will celebrate Easter via Facebook!  Prelude singing will begin at 9:20am and our worship service will begin at 9:30am.  Go to Facebook, 

search for Park Christian Reformed Church and ‘like’ the page.  You will find the ‘videos’ tab under our picture.     

Earlier in the week we sent some instructions on using "Zoom" -- Zoom will only be used at our Monday evening prayer times.  We also recommend Zoom for 

small groups.  If you need more than the free 40 minutes for a small group, you can use our Park Church Zoom account.  Let the office know and we can share 

our account information with you.   
 

The offering this week is for the Bravo food pantry.  The food pantry at Bravo Christian Reformed Church serves the communities of Pullman and Fennville. 
 

Financial Report for March was e-mailed to members on Thursday. 
 

Park Connections Videos  It is harder to stay connected when we can't gather together.  We want to encourage all members at Park to consider creating a 

short video that we can share with the congregation.  Let us know how your life has changed during this pandemic, what lesson God has taught you, or a favor-

ite Bible verse / word of encouragement for the church.    
 

Park Church Tuition Assistance Fund Park Church partners with the Holland Christian Schools Tuition Grant Fund by utilizing the FACTS program in or-

der to determine the level of financial need for each family.   Instructions on how/when to apply for the Park Tuition Assistance Program  will be included in a 

future bulletin.   
 

Holland Public Schools Food Distribution  Thanks for the many volunteers who have agreed to help with the HPS food distribution.  The volunteer 

schedule through June 3 will be completed this coming week.  Toilet paper and our Easter eggs were given out this week, with an invitation to our on-line Easter 

worship.  Pray that Park Church can find new and creative ways to be a blessing to our community during this crisis.    
 

Love Inc.  We are collecting non-perishable food items for Love, Inc. in Pullman.  Pastor Mark Douglas let us know that they have a need for more supplies in 

their pantry, and he will pick up donations next week.  Leave your contributions near the church entrance under the canopy.  
 

CROP Walk  Why not dedicate your walk, bike or play one day this week to those for whom access to food and water is a daily struggle.  Go to 

www.hollandhunger.org to donate, or mail a CROP Walk check to Terri Dewey, Biz  Ter Haar or Merrie Bannink. 
 

Harrington's Hope Care Closet  is still helping clients during this time with a “drive up” service!  Your donations may be dropped off at church during regu-

lar office hours (Monday-Thursday, 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.; Friday, 8:00 a.m.-noon). Requested items for April  are laundry detergent and men’s and women’s 

shampoo.  Items may be placed in or by the cabinet which is located on the west side of the Atrium, near the Harrington’s Hope office and Music Room.   
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PARK CHURCH PRAYER GUIDE:  Easter Weekend 

 

Find a quiet place for 30 minutes, and use this to help guide your prayer time!  Take your time and be with God.    

I. Opening Scripture for Meditation:  

Psalm 22— My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so far from my cries of 

anguish?  2 My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, but I find no rest…. 22 I will declare your name to 

my people; in the assembly I will praise you.  23 You who fear the Lord, praise him! All you descendants of Jacob, hon-

or him!  Revere him, all you descendants of Israel! 24 For he has not despised or scorned the suffering of the afflicted 

one; he has not hidden his face from him but has listened to his cry for help. 

 

II. Prayer of Surrender and Submission:  

We have an example of submission in the Lord’s Prayer, when we pray, “Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.”  And, we have another example of submission when Jesus was praying the garden just before 

his arrest.  This comes from Luke 22:42-44:  

42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 43 An angel from heaven ap-

peared to him and strengthened him. 44 And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops 

of blood falling to the ground.” 

During this prayer in the Garden Jesus was so distressed that he sweated tears of blood.  But, after this prayer—after 

he submitted to God—Jesus remained calm and in control during his trial and even during his death.  There was a 

change in Jesus after he prayed in the Garden.  He was ready to take on what God had in store for him.   

Submitting ourselves to the will of God lifts a heavy burden from our hearts.  God’s will is for our benefit.   

--Consider using this prayer of submission based on a prayer from the book 31 Days of Praise  

“Lord, I’m yours.  Whatever the cost may be, may your will be done in my life.  I realize I’m not here on earth to do my 

own thing, to seek my own fulfillment or my own glory.  I’m not here to indulge my desires, to increase my posses-

sions, to impress people, to be popular, to prove I’m somebody important or to promote myself.  I’m not here even to 

be relevant or successful by human standards.  I’m here to please you.   

I offer myself to you, for you are worthy.  All that I am or hope to be, I owe to you.  I’m yours by creation and every 

day I receive from you life and breath and all things.  And, I’m yours because you bought me, and the price you paid 

was the precious blood of Christ.  You alone, the Triune God, are worthy to be my Lord and Master.  I yield to you, my 

gracious and glorious heavenly Father; to the Lord Jesus who loved me and gave himself for me; to the Holy Spirit and 

his gracious influence and empowering.   

I give you any rebellion in me that resists doing your will.  I give you my pride and self-dependence, that tell me I can 

do your will in my own power if I try hard enough.  I give you my fears that tell me I’ll never be able to do your will in 

some areas of life.  I consent to let you energize me . . . to create within me, moment by moment, both the desire and 

the power to do Your will.   

I’m here to love you, to obey you, to glorify you.  O my Beloved, may I be a joy to you!”   

 

 

 



III.  Prayers of Intercession: 

One of the most loving things we can do is to remember others in prayer.   

Our theme this week is praying for outreach and mission.  

 

 - Pray that God will strengthen Christian churches during this difficult time.  Pray for churches in Holland you know of, and 

churches where you have friends and family attending. 

 

-  Pray that this Easter weekend will be a time when God’s kingdom is built up.  Pray for powerful messages of good news.  Pray 

for open hearts and minds, and new converts. 

 

- Pray for our Christian testimony.  Pray that Christians will step up during these challenging times—that this will be the church’s 

finest hour.   

 

- Pray for local Christian non-profits.  Pray for wisdom for the leaders, strength and health for employees and God’s provision for 

their financial needs.   

 

- Pray for spiritual revival and renewal in our country and in our leaders.  Pray for spiritual renewal in your own heart.   

 

- Pray specifically for the people you know who need to come to Jesus …  

 

- Pray that God will end this pandemic and that He will receive the honor and glory. 

 

- Pray for God’s protection for those who work in hospitals, those you know with health concerns, and pray for those in vulnera-

ble populations.   

 

- Pray for the shut-ins at Park, and those you know who are in nursing homes and care facilities. 

 

IV. End with Praise and Thanks 

 

We have hope because Jesus is alive!  We know God is working through this challenging situation to bring about His good plan.  

Give thanks to Jesus for His great love.  Praise God that we are united with Christ and His Holy Spirit is always with us.   



Good Friday and Easter During a Pandemic 

Jesus humbled Himself and submitted Himself to death on the cross on Good Friday.  It is a day we remem-

ber and reflect upon God’s suffering.   

This year, suffering is a topic on all of our minds.  This past month has brought us new kinds of challenges.  

We probably wonder why God would allow a pandemic to happen.   

The suffering this season comes in different ways to different people.  Some experience financial distress.  

Some suffer with mental health—depression, anxiety and stress.  Some are struggling in relationships.  Your 

marriage might be challenged by more time at home.  Many parents are really challenged trying to help their 

children with schoolwork and keep up with their jobs.  Others are left alone and very lonely.   

On a larger scale, we hear about child abuse going up because some kids are left home in unsafe places.  We 

hear about fears that suicide rates will increase.  We hear about what the virus might do in poorer countries 

with less hospitals and resources to help.   

We are living in the shadows and darkness of Good Friday.  The world is broken.   

But, what we also remember during Holy Week is that Jesus entered into this broken world.  Jesus Himself 

experienced loneliness and mental anguish.  He was hungry and hurting.  He dreaded the path that God 

asked Him to walk.   

We know that the suffering of Jesus was for a purpose.  The shame He experienced was to achieve a glory 

that far outweighed it all, because on Easter, light broke into the darkness.  Victory was pulled out of des-

pair.  It is a redemption story with the power to bring transformation into our lives.   

As a believer now living in an Easter world--every time in my life that I have walked through suffering, I have 

always been able to see some evidence of God’s light breaking through.  It might just be a small peek… may-

be just a glimmer of light, like a ray of sun filtered through the clouds.  But, in different ways, God does show 

up and reminds me that He has not forgotten me.  We are able to see traces of the Easter redemption still 

happening in our lives today.   

Yes, there are still tears, and there is still heartache, lament, and frustration.  There is still a wrestling with 

God that happens in suffering.  But, there is always hope, there is always peace, there is always love.  

This Easter—how do you see God’s light shining through the darkness?  Where do you see hope, peace and 

love?  How have you experienced it for yourself?   

The “Songs of Jesus” devotionals are so relevant this year because the Psalms do such a great job of taking 

us through all different emotions that we experience.  It is one of those rays of light for me as I reflect each 

morning on the Psalms.    

And, this week we shared Dave Smit’s testimony as another one of our Park Church Connection videos.  Dave 

does a good job explaining how God showed up in his life in some unexpected ways and places.   

May God’s light shine upon you this Easter weekend.  May God turn his face toward you and give you peace.      


