
“God to the Rescue”                      July 5, 2020 

Acts 12:1-19         Problems in the Early Church pt. 5 

        

 

I.  Persecution Grows 

There are actually two major events in this chapter that happen for this 

early church: one of them is Peter’s rescue; but, the other major event 

that happens here is that the disciple James is killed. 

The persecution is not just from Jewish religious leaders, there is now 

Roman government opposition and persecution. 

We don’t know too much about this disciple James, but he surely 

would have been an important leader in the early church; and, 

undoubtedly, this is the reason why Herod would have specifically 

gone after him and Peter too. 

 

II. The Church Prays 

1) We should understand that as this church gathers to pray for Peter – 

they are praying with same kind of request that already had not been 

answered like they had hoped. 

There are times when evil wins the day, and the reason doesn’t make 

sense to us.   

2) We also have to understand that they are also earnestly praying for 

something that is essentially impossible.   

3) The church is earnestly praying a prayer that they do not expect will 

be answered, because when Peter knocks on the door they do not even 

believe that it could possibly be him.   

In both of these stories, God is in control.  In both stories, the church 

prays.  They do not give up.  They know that even when evil has a 

victory that God is still their only hope. 

-What is your impossible prayer?   

-Would I have been at that late night prayer meeting praying for Peter? 

 

III. Remembering What God Has Done and What God Can Do 

Ps. 77 - the Psalmist is frustrated with God, “Has his unfailing love 

vanished forever? Has his promise failed for all time? Has God 

forgotten to be merciful?”     

Tim Kellor - “He muses on the might and love of God shown in the 

past, in order to overwhelm his fears in the present.”   

When we focus on the victory of Jesus, then we really do have a 

reason to keep praying and to keep trusting.  We realize that our faith 

is not in vain. 

 

Conclusion:   

God has brought me out of my prison of sin.  I could not get out; it is 

impossible.  But still – God has rescued me!   

 


