
Sunday Morning Grow Groups 
September 20, 2020 

 
God Supplies Sermon Series 

 
 

 

● Good day and welcome!  It has been quite the summer, and we’re glad we can resume this 

opportunity to share in God’s grace together through Grow Groups!  

● Special thanks to Kathy Simpfenderfer for helping us launch another season in this time of COVID! 

Thank you, Kathy!  And, thank you to all of our Zoom hosts and facilitators for their time to lead 

this experience in grace!  

● We continue to express our gratitude for your joyful generosity in this time.   The extra giving by 

the congregation has allowed us to do many exciting things for those in need in our community -- 

from buying items for teachers from their back to school wish lists to helping feed families in Haiti 

suffering from extreme poverty.   You are making a big difference in this time!  Thank you! 

● Lots of things continue to happen around the church.  Make sure you are receiving Pastor Paul’s 

weekly email by emailing communications@pmlc.org to get on the list! 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Getting to Know You (spend about 10 minutes here) 

Building personal connections is a key component of Grow Groups, and these questions will 
help foster deeper connections. 
 

● If there are any new participants to your group today, spend a moment introducing 
yourselves to one another.  
 

● Summer may have looked very different than what you had planned before COVID 
settled in, but was one thing that happened this summer that gave you joy?  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Since we’re beginning a new season of Grow Groups, let’s spend a few minutes 
reminding ourselves about the purpose of our groups and how they can benefit us.  
 

Connecting in a Grow Group 
 

A Grow Group is a meeting of friends and friends-yet-to-be, people who will discover through 
conversation that they are joined together in wonderful ways.  
 
The guidelines below will help the group make the most of their time together. 
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PURPOSE OF GROW GROUPS -- connecting to our faith, God’s Word, and one another.  
 
CONNECT Sharing what is happening in our lives. 
SUPPORT Listening, encouraging, praying, and supporting one another.  
GROW Learning how to live out our faith in everyday life. 
 
WE HONOR THESE VALUES 
TRUST What is shared in the group stays in the group. 
RESPECT We treat everyone with respect. 
ACCEPT We listen to one another with open hearts and accept each other as we are. 
SHOW-UP We make time to attend whenever possible. 
 
One other thing that will help your group greatly is to make sure everyone has a chance to share,  
so please be mindful of giving that space to everybody.  
 
Our virtual meeting platforms (Zoom, Teams, Google, etc) have some benefits and some 
drawbacks.  Exercise patience with one another and help each other learn the best practices of 
online community!  

 
Theme: A Worthy Life 
 
We are in week two of our fall sermon series, “God Supplies.”  It’s an in-depth look at the Letter to the 
Philippians, one of the most encouraging pieces of correspondences in the New Testament.  We take 
our theme from Phil 4:19, “My God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus.”  
 
The Apostle Paul’s Letter to the Philippians has a structure like any letter.  It contains an opening 
greeting, a body of text, and then a closing with final instructions and wishes.  It would have been 
standard practice for churches to receive these letters and then have someone read them during their 
times of corporate worship, much like we continue to do today.  The overall theme of Philippians is one 
of encouragement, which makes it different than a couple of other letters that Paul wrote to new 
churches that he had planted in his missionary travels.  
 
For instance, 1 and 2 Corinthians along with the letter to the Galatians have some very pointed 
messages that scold those communities for poor practices and instruct them to adopt a different way. 
The Letter to the Romans contains a good deal of Paul’s theology as the early church is deciding its 
doctrine and their beliefs after Jesus’ ascension.  Philippians is different, and we’ll discover why over 
the next several weeks.  
 

DIVING INTO THE TEXT  
(Reading today is from English Standard Version) 

Philippians 1:18b-30 
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Background:  The Apostle Paul has warmly greeted the Philippians in the opening lines of his 
letter.  He thanks God for their friendship, fellowship, and partnership, what Pastor Paul 
referred to as “KOINONIA” (kοινωνια in Greek).  He offers them a prayer that their 
love may abound more and more and that they will be filled with the fruit of righteousness.  

He then informs them that he is in jail.  Scholars are unsure for which reason he is imprisoned, 
as he was often thrown in jail for ‘disrupting the peace’ with his preaching and healing.  Paul 
uses the time wisely by writing to the Philippians.  

+++   (Choose a person to read the following passage)   +++ 

Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that 
I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in 
my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  
 
22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot 
tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that 
is far better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.  
 
25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and 
joy in the faith, 26 so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of 
my coming to you again. 
 
27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and 
see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind 
striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28 and not frightened in anything by your 
opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from 
God.  
 
29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him 
but also suffer for his sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear 
that I still have. 

● Let’s talk about the tension believers in Jesus have.  The Apostle Paul expresses it for us, 
“To live is Christ and to die is gain.”  

○ We know that heaven is going to be great -- there will be no sin there, we’ll be 
reunited with our loved ones, and God’s love will be everywhere.  It will be 
perfect, but until that time God makes possible the life that is to come, we 
remain here.  

○ How do you make sense of this tension?  What does that yearning for heaven 
look like for you?  How do you deal with the yearning for things of this world? 
(For instance, Pastor Paul really wants Jesus to come back soon, but not before he sees the 
Dallas Stars win the next Stanley Cup.  Is it wrong to want that?)  
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● The Apostle Paul was very clear about his purpose while remaining on this side of 
heaven.  He was to be the one who preached the gospel to the Gentiles, those outside 
of the Jewish faith.  This drove all that he did.  

○ Clarity in life is a real gift.  The Church’s mission is clear -- to glorify God and make 
disciples.  (I use capital “C” here because it refers to every church).  PMLC’s 
unique contribution to this mission is to connect people to share in Christ’s 
mission of grace for God’s world.”  

○ How do you see PMLC living this out during the time of COVID?  

 

● We often say that “Baptism gives us our start.”  In the waters of grace, we are rescued 
from the old ways of sin by the grace of God, welcomed into the body of Christ, and 
gifted with talents to partner with God at work in our world.  

○ How does baptism help us to “live a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ?”  

 

● One of the most requested songs at funerals is Frank Sinatra’s “I Did It My Way.”  It ends 
like this:  

For what is a man, what has he got? 
If not himself, then he has not  
To say the things he truly feels 

 And not the words of one who kneels  
The record shows I took the blows  

And did it my way 

● Is this how the Apostle Paul expects us to live -- by ‘our way?’  If not, how are we 
expected to live and how does the “Spirit of Jesus” help us with this?  

 

● A bonus question if you make it this far today!  The Apostle Paul prays for the 
Philippians to “stand firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith 
of the gospel.”  

○ What does unity in a church look like these days?  
○ How are unity and uniformity different?  
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Special Request:  Who would like to facilitate this group next week?  
 
 
Closing Prayer 

 

Grant, O Lord, 
that what has been said with our lips  

we may believe in our hearts, 
and that what we believe in our hearts  

we may practice in our lives, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

 
 
  

Connect to Christ! 
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