
Sunday Morning Grow Groups 
Week of October 21, 2018 

 

Why Church Matters – Better Together 

Announcements (1-2 min) 
● Pub Theology: October 22nd, 7pm at The Holy Grail Pub 

● ReformationFest on October 28.  One worship service at 10am, all church picnic with brats, 

sauerkraut, oopma bands, games, and rootbeer garden follows at 11:30. Sign up at the 

tables in the Atrium. 

● New Women’s Study starting on 2nd Weekend of Every Month.  Hosted at Sara 

Kriesel-Hall’s house on Nov 10th at 2pm.  Hope to establish a unit of the Women of the 

ELCA through this group opportunity.  

Connecting with Each Other  (15 minutes) 
● Welcome any new arrivals to the group by introducing yourselves. 

● Catch up on your week by sharing a high/low.  

● Spend a few moments on these questions: 

○ What was your most prized possession as a child? 

○ Do you still have it with you?  How did you take care of it back then?  

○ Who was someone that taught you the value of generosity?  What was the biggest 

lesson you learned from them?  

Digging Deeper and Turning to the Texts (30 minutes) 
We continue our sermon series this month on “Why Church Matters.”  We’ve heard that church 

matters because it gives us an identity and calling (you are God’s child, called to be salt and 

light to this world).  Pastor Kate spoke to us last week about how God’s grace gives us space to 

belong.  

 

This week we turn to our annual Stewardship focus as we begin thinking about our ministry 

plans next year and our budgeting cycle.  We lift up how God makes us “better together.” 

 

● If you were asked the question, “Why does being a part of the church matter?” what would 

your response be?  
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Today’s Focus Text: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 
  
[Some background: The Apostle Paul had a strained relationship with the Corinthian church. 

They were a conflicted group of believers with many issues to sort out.  Despite all of this, the 

Apostle Paul encouraged them and believed their best days were ahead of them.  

  

As an early missionary of the church, the Apostle Paul helped form new communities of the 

faith, and he helped tie them to the original church in Jerusalem.  There was a big need in 

Jerusalem to help many who were suffering, and the Apostle Paul was asked to collect funds 

from outlying churches to send home to help with the needs.  

  

The Macedonian church was a very poor church, located between Greece and Turkey.  They 

were, however, quick to respond to the needs of Jerusalem and put together a significant gift 

that surprised the Apostle Paul and others who thought they were too poor to contribute 

anything.  

  

The Apostle Paul now writes to the Corinthian church to consider their gift using the 

considerable means they have at their disposal.  They excel in many areas as a church, and the 

Apostle Paul encourages them to round out their habits of discipleship by offering this 

motivating story of the Macedonian gift.] 

  
 1 We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has 

been granted to the churches of Macedonia; 2 for during a severe ordeal of 

affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a 

wealth of generosity on their part.  3 For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave 

according to their means, and even beyond their means, 4 begging us earnestly for 

the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints— 5 and this, not merely as we 

expected; they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us, 6 so 

that we might urge Titus that, as he had already made a beginning, so he should 

also complete this generous undertaking among you. 7 Now as you excel in 

everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love 

for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking. 

 
8 I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love 

against the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the generous act of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that 

by his poverty you might become rich.  

 
10 And in this matter I am giving my advice: it is appropriate for you who began last 

year not only to do something but even to desire to do something— 11 now finish 

doing it, so that your eagerness may be matched by completing it according to 
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your means. 12 For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to 

what one has—not according to what one does not have. 13 I do not mean that 

there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a question of a fair 

balance between 14 your present abundance and their need, so that their 

abundance may be for your need, in order that there may be a fair balance. 15 As it 

is written, 

“The one who had much did not have too much, and the one who had little did not 

have too little.” 

  
● What jumps out at you here? 

● How has Christ made you rich?  (verse 9) 

● Have you had an experience with someone in life that you didn’t expect much out of but 

they surprised you somehow? (Maybe a struggling student, or an employee falling 

behind…) 

● What did their effort demonstrate to you? 

● How might the gift from the Macedonians have encouraged the Corinthians? 

 

At PMLC, we believe that one of our core values as a community of faith is JOYFUL GENEROSITY, 

by which we mean joyfully share what God has entrusted to us - our time, talents and 

treasures. 

 

● What are some areas you think PMLC excels in?  (verse 7) 

● Where are some areas we can grow?  

 

Some Fun Facts about PMLC Giving:  

Last year, PMLC gave $137,316 to the work of the wider ELCA church, and $154,499 to our 

cornerstone mission partners like Mosaic, Haiti, Agape House, North Texas Food Bank, ELCA 

World Hunger and Disaster Recovery ($28,000 alone to Hurricane Harvey help).  

 

In the last 8 years, PMLC has contributed $1,074,394 to the work of the wider ELCA church and 

$826,284 to our cornerstone mission partners.  We have helped build schools in Haiti, take care 

of grieving families nearby, accelerate the work of Mosaic, care for prisoners, and support 

hungry families in our area.  

 

Compared to a sample set from 2016 of several other ELCA churches in similar size and budget 

as PMLC, we had a greater average weekly worship attendance (PMLC-54%, others-35%), 

higher giving per confirmed member (PMLC-$1852, others-$1266), and higher ELCA mission 

support (PMLC-$137,926, others-$76,452).  
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Based on 2016 average household income for our area ($118,985), PMLC members contributed 

3.5% of their income compared to 2.16% from the sample set of similar churches.  

 

● What are some areas you think you, or your family, excels in? 

● Where are some areas you can grow?  

● Two top philanthropy tracking agencies calculate that the wealthiest 20% in America give 

to charities, on average, 1.5-3% of their income every year.  Those making $75,000 and less 

give, on average, 3-5% of their income.  The wealthiest contributions make up 70% of all 

giving, so their contributions are significant, but why do you think the percentages are the 

way they are?  

○ https://www.foxbusiness.com/features/poor-middle-class-and-rich-who-gives-and-who

-doesnt 

 

At PMLC, we say that we’re blessed to be a blessing, which means we take care of others as 
God takes care of us.  

● Give thanks this day for those in your life who have taken care of you.  
(For example:  parents, friends, spouses, even good bosses who mentored and challenged 
you in life.)  

● Write them a note this week to express your gratitude.  
 

Prayer  (3 minutes) 
Share any prayer concerns you may have with the group.  
 
At the end of your time of prayer finish by praying these two verses from the hymn, “Take My 
Life and Let It Be.”  
 

Take my life and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in endless praise. 

 
Take my will and make it thine; 

it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart it is thine own; 

it shall be thy royal throne.  
 

Amen.  
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