
Sunday Morning Grow Groups 
October 4, 2020 

 
God Supplies Sermon Series 

 
 

 

● Good morning friends!  We pray that this time together will nurture your faith and lead you to 

deeper trust and dependence upon our God who makes all things possible!  

● October Worship Highlights:   October 18th is confirmation of our students who weren’t able to be 

confirmed this past Spring because of Covid cancellations.   We’re excited for this special moment 

in their lives, and we’re holding in-person worship registration to them and their families that day. 

Also, on October 25th, we’ll celebrate Reformation and our 35th anniversary as a church with some 

special events!  We’ll have t-shirts, cookies, and a Christmas ornament for pick up that day!  More 

to come. 

● Lots of things continue to happen around the church.  Make sure you are receiving Pastor Paul’s 

weekly email by emailing communications@pmlc.org to get on the list! 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Getting to Know You (spend about 10 minutes here) 

Building personal connections is a key component of Grow Groups, and these questions will 
help foster deeper connections. 
 

● You’ve been selected to be on the inaugural trip to Mars.  What three items do you take 
for your months-long journey to keep you from being bored?  
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Theme: Shine Like the Stars 

The theme of Philippians 2 is “unity in the community.”  The Apostle Paul highly encourages 
the Philippian church to find ways to get along with one another even though they come from 
separate backgrounds.   They are united in common work and a common destiny in God’s 
grace.  They are all brothers and sisters in faith with God as their heavenly Father.  

He gives them two examples in this chapter to help grow their unity -- Jesus and a fellow 
missionary named Epaphroditus (verses 25 and following).  Lifting up examples is a common 
rhetorical technique to help an audience understand how the principles can be lived in real life.  

Our section today sits in between the examples of Jesus and Epaphroditus, and we’re 
emphasizing the metaphor the Apostle Paul uses in verse 15, to shine like stars.  
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DIVING INTO THE TEXT  
(Reading today is from the New Revised Standard Version) 

Philippians 2:12-18 

Background:   

After spending the first 11 verses lifting up the humility of Jesus as an example of how to live 
with unity in the community, the Apostle Paul encourages them to take up the humble mind of 
Christ and to avoid “mumbling and grumbling.”  

+++   (Choose a person to read the following passage)   +++ 

12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it 
is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

14 Do all things without murmuring and arguing, 15 so that you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, 
in which you shine like stars in the world. 16 It is by your holding fast to the word of life that I 
can boast on the day of Christ that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17 But even if I am 
being poured out as a libation over the sacrifice and the offering of your faith, I am glad and 
rejoice with all of you— 18 and in the same way you also must be glad and rejoice with me. 

+++ 

We’re going to think about “character” for a moment.  Character is defined as “ the mental and 
moral qualities distinctive to an individual.”  We could also say it is “who you are when no one 
is looking.”  Paul speaks to the character of the Philippian church in this passage (and also that 
of the wider culture).   What does he say about their character?  

● Who was a person of great character in your life?  
● Who has helped teach you to live with character?  
● How does the church play an important role in helping people live with character?  
● What are our most important “tools” in this process?  

Verse 13 says to “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.”  What does that mean 
to you? Are we to be afraid of God?  

How does it make you feel that “God is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work 
for his good pleasure?”  What do you see God doing in your life during this time of COVID?  

The Greek behind the “you” in verse 13 is plural.  What does it mean that God is at work in “us” 
as a church?  What evidence do you see of that in this time of COVID?  
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What does “murmuring and arguing” do to a family/church/team/business/organization, and 
why is to be avoided?  

How do you handle yourself around those who prefer to spend the hours of their days 
complaining about everything?  

Things are fairly contentious in our culture right now as we near a very historic presidential 
election.   Thinking about the Apostle Paul’s encouragement to take up the mind of Christ, to 
live humbly, to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, and to avoid murmuring and 
arguing, how are you called to “shine like a star?”  

+++ Bonus material!  

Our Gospel reading is Matthew 5:13-16, and we’ll hear these verses:  14 “You are the light of 
the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the 
bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father in heaven.”  

● How can you shine with light and not heat this week?  
● Who is a shining light in your life right now?  

 
Special Request:  Who would like to facilitate this group next week?  

 
 
Closing Prayer.  

Spend a few minutes collecting any special prayer requests from participants.  
 
 
 

Most gracious God,  
You have made us in your image 

And given us over to one another’s care.  
Hear the prayers of your people,  

That unity may overcome division,  
Hope vanquish despair,  

And joy conquer sorrow; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 
 
  

Connect to Christ! 
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