
Sunday Morning Grow Groups
October 24, 2021

● Happy Fall, y’all!  Welcome!

● Reformation, the celebration of Martin Luther’s posting of the 95 Theses, actually falls on Sunday,

October 31.  We’re planning some fun things for our kidsConnect crew that day.  Wear RED that day

to celebrate the Holy Spirit.  Costumes in worship are optional for Halloween :)

● We’re taking names for our “Roll Call of the Saints” on All Saints Sunday, Nov 7.  If you would like a

loved one who passed away in this last year included, then add them to the list at

https://tinyurl.com/j4ehnbfc

● The next Blood Drive is coming up on November 14th.  Sign up information will be available soon.

_________________________________________________________________________________

Getting to Know You (spend about 5-7 minutes here)

Building personal connections is a key component of Grow Groups, and these questions will
help foster deeper connections.  Don’t forget to introduce yourself if there are new faces in
your group today.

● When was the last time someone surprised you with an unexpected kindness?  What
did they do, and how did it make you feel?

___________________________________________________________________________________

Background  -- Steadfast Service

This month we’re focusing on the theme of “Steadfast Stewardship.”  Steadfast stewardship is
our response when we fully realize all God has done for us and for our world.

We’re applying this theme to some of our church values this month.  So far, we have
considered: steadfast stewardship (which led to the payoff of our mortgage!), steadfast
welcome (which means we welcome others as Christ has welcomed us), and steadfast worship
(how we live inspired daily).

Today, we look at “Steadfast Service” and what it means to be a community who serves others
with the light and love of Christ. We define our value of engaging outreach as being concerned
for those for whom God has a special concern.  How does God equip us to take care of those
who need care in our lives and communities?
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DIVING INTO THE TEXT
(Reading today is from the New Revised Standard Version translation)

Micah 6:6-8

Background: The Old Testament prophet, Micah, reminds the congregation what God is really
interested in.  It’s not the “show” of worship and how “good” it looks or sounds, but how that worship
compels them to be active for justice and peace in their lives as they interact with others and care for
the most vulnerable among them.

+++   (Choose a person to read the following passage)   +++

6 “With what shall I come before the Lord,
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?

8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

+++

● The prophet writes in a time when “sin management” was a real thing.  People saw their sins
against God as debts on a great ledger, and those sins could be alleviated (or atoned for) with
certain sacrifices and offerings.  Other cultures would, quite literally, offer their first born
children in fires to other gods (like the god Ba’al or Molech).  Sacrifices could be made as well
with animals.   The prophet rejects all of these acts of atonement and reminds the people what
God truly wants in verse 8.

○ How do you define justice?
■ In the Hebrew term for justice is hidden the meaning for “righteousness” (Heb.

tzedakah).  One could read the phrase, “to do justice,” as “to make things right.”
How does that help our understanding of justice?

○ What does it mean to love kindness?
○ How do you “walk humbly” with God?
○ Who is an example that comes to mind as someone who lives out these values?  What

can we learn from them?

+++
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Luke 12:13-21 (New Revised Standard Version translation)

Background: It was not uncommon for the public to ask rabbis to settle private matters, often with
financial significance.  Jesus tells the crowd a parable in response to a dispute between a man and his
brother.  The focus is to be concerned with what is happening around you as much as you are
concerned for your own household.

+++  Choose someone to read the following passage.  +++

Luke 12:13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance
with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he
said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in
the abundance of possessions.” 16 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced
abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18
Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my
grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years;
relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So it is with those who

store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.” +++

● It’s easy to pick on the uber-rich and the extravagant ways they show off their wealth (hello
$250 million yachts for certain football owners!).  What does it look like when we turn the
spotlight on ourselves, though?  How do we build “bigger barns” in our lives?

● What does it mean to be rich toward God?
● If one’s life does not consist in the abundance of riches, as Jesus says, what does it consist of,

then?
● When you think of PMLC’s value of “Steadfast Service” where we take care of those for whom

God has a special concern, what comes to mind for you?  What could we do more of, or
differently?

● Why is it important for a church to be outwardly focused?

Special Request: Who would like to facilitate this group next week?

Final Thoughts

William Barclay, Scottish theologian and Bible commentator, wrote: “The Rabbis had a
saying, ‘The rich help the poor in this world, but the poor help the rich in the world to
come.’ Ambrose, commenting on the rich fool who built bigger barns to store his goods,
said, ‘The bosoms of the poor, the houses of the widows, the mouths of children are barns
which last forever.’ It was Jewish belief that charity given to the poor people would stand
to a man’s credit in the world to come. A man’s true wealth would consist not in what he
kept, but in what he gave away.”
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Closing Prayer
James tells us that the prayer of the faithful is powerful and to ask for help if we’re sick or
suffering.

Spend a few moments asking for any prayer requests, and pray over them if you have time.
You may also opt to close with this prayer together.

Grant us, Lord God,
the vision of your kingdom,

forgiveness and new life,
and the stirring of your Spirit,

so that we may share in your mission of grace,
proclaim your love,

and follow you wherever you may lead,
in the name of Christ. Amen

Con���t �� C�ri��!
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