
Sunday Morning Grow Groups 
October 18, 2020 

 
God Supplies Sermon Series 

 
 

 

● Good morning friends!  We pray that this time together will nurture your faith and lead you to 

deeper trust and dependence upon our God who makes all things possible!  

● October Worship Highlights:   Today is Confirmation Day, and 19 of our youth will be affirming the 

promises of their baptism in worship.   Join us in praying for them and their families.  On October 

25th, we’ll celebrate Reformation and our 35th anniversary as a church with some special events! 

We’ll have t-shirts, cookies, and a Christmas ornament for pick up that day!  If you don’t worship 

with us in-person that day, you can drive by the church between 11:30 and 1:30 to pick up your 

items and say HI!  

● November 1 is All Saints Day.  As we have in years’ past, we will name our dearly departed through 

a roll call of saints who have claimed the promises of God this year.  To include your loved one’s 

name please email the office or visit: https://bit.ly/2Gswnq9  

● Lots of things continue to happen around the church.  Make sure you are receiving Pastor Paul’s 

weekly email by emailing communications@pmlc.org to get on the list! 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Getting to Know You (spend about 10 minutes here) 

Building personal connections is a key component of Grow Groups, and these questions will 
help foster deeper connections. 
 

● What was your confirmation experience like?  Did you have to take a test, stand up in 
front of the congregation and recite anything?  Or, did you bypass confirmation 
altogether by joining the Lutheran church later? What, if anything, do you remember 
from that time?  
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Theme: Press On 

We continue in the third chapter of Philippians today and are almost ¾ of the way through this 
encouraging letter.  

Last week, we saw how the Apostle Paul tried to focus us on the faith and righteousness that 
comes from knowing Jesus Christ and the kingdom of God, and how nothing is better than 
knowing Jesus.  There are no requirements to pass in order to be a member of the church; 
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we’re brought into this fellowship not based on works but on faith.  We’re given a spot at the 
table with Jesus, our sins are forgiven, and we receive a new life.  

The end of chapter 3 is a further development of what it means to know the ‘surpassing value’ 
of Jesus Christ.  Do we ever “graduate” in this pursuit, or is it an ongoing journey that we make 
with our lives after we decide to follow Jesus?  

  

DIVING INTO THE TEXT  
(Reading today is from the New Revised Standard Version) 

Philippians 3:1-11 

Background:   

The Apostle Paul, who knows a thing or two about doing hard to work to build an extensive list 
of credentials and accomplishments, admits to us that we may never reach the final goal of 
knowing all there is to know about Jesus.  This isn’t some course with a certificate of 
achievement waiting for us when we reach a certain level of knowledge about Jesus.  It’s a 
relationship to be lived, not to be mastered.  

+++   (Choose a person to read the following passage)   +++ 

12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my 
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I 
press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us 
then who are mature be of the same mind; and if you think differently about anything, this too God 
will reveal to you. 16 Only let us hold fast to what we have attained. 
 
17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example you 
have in us. 18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I 
tell you even with tears. 19 Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their 
shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there 
that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21 He will transform the body of our humiliation 
that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all 
things subject to himself. 

+++ 

● The Apostle Paul uses an athletic metaphor here to talk about pursuing our knowledge 
of Jesus.   Can you think of a time in your life when you wanted to give up on something 
(a goal, a project, a dream, a relationship) but chose instead to pursue it further?  What 
was your feeling when you attained it?  

 
● What is the goal the Apostle Paul has in mind for us (vv 13/14)?   Why is it worth 

pursuing?  How do you pursue it in your daily life?  
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● Martin Luther would have defined those as the “enemies of the Cross” as people who 
trusted more in their own work to save themselves rather than the work of Jesus.  In his 
time, the Catholic church taught that the sacrifice of Jesus was important, but it had to 
be made whole by our own works (like penance, charity, buying indulgences to absolve 
of one’s sin).  A professor of mine in Seminary said that the ways we try to prove how 
worthy we are of God’s love are the ways you discount the cross and try to save 
yourself.  How do you see this happening around you?   How do we try to save 
ourselves? 

 
 

● In verse 17, the Apostle Paul says to “imitate me.”  Imitation was a common way of 
learning in the ancient world where there weren’t public education systems in place.  An 
exemplary role model is lifted up as worthy of imitation, and people were encouraged 
to follow that person’s way of life.  

 
Imitation is still a primary way that we learn how to be human.   Think of a newborn 
baby and her mother.  In the first few weeks of life, the baby is locked in on the 
mother’s features and expressions.  The first acts of communication are the jutting of 
the tongue, and the mother will often stick her tongue out while the baby responds 
similarly.  It’s a cute moment, but the child is using imitation to learn how to control 
muscles and create pathways in the brain.  Just phenomenal when we think about it.  
 

● What in Paul’s life can we imitate?  
● What would you want others to imitate in your life?  
● From what we have learned about the Philippian church through this study 

series, what should we as a church imitate in our mission?  
 
 

● A common theme in the letters of Paul is that we are “citizens of heaven.”  Along with 
being a part of Israel, Paul also had Roman citizenship, one of the most coveted things a 
person could have during the Roman Empire because of the special privileges it carried 
like a right to trial before imprisonment.  Think about being a citizen of America right 
now.   What’s the process to become a citizen?   How did you become a citizen?  What 
are the rights of citizenship?  

 
 

● Now think about being a citizen of heaven:  what would you say is the process for 
becoming a citizen of heaven?   What are our “heavenly rights?”  
 

● How does our citizenship in heaven inform how we are citizens of a temporary nation 
here on earth?  
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Special Request:  Who would like to facilitate this group next week?  

 
 
 
Closing Prayer.  

Spend a few minutes collecting any special prayer requests from participants.  
 
 
 

Most gracious God,  
You have made us in your image 

And given us over to one another’s care.  
Hear the prayers of your people,  

That unity may overcome division,  
Hope vanquish despair,  

And joy conquer sorrow; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 
 
  

Connect to Christ! 
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