
Sunday Morning Grow Groups 
October 11, 2020 

 
God Supplies Sermon Series 

 
 

 

● Good morning friends!  We pray that this time together will nurture your faith and lead you to 

deeper trust and dependence upon our God who makes all things possible!  

● October Worship Highlights:   October 18th is confirmation of our students who weren’t able to be 

confirmed this past Spring because of Covid cancellations.   We’re excited for this special moment 

in their lives, and we’re holding in-person worship registration to them and their families that day. 

Also, on October 25th, we’ll celebrate Reformation and our 35th anniversary as a church with some 

special events!  We’ll have t-shirts, cookies, and a Christmas ornament for pick up that day!  More 

to come. 

● November 1 is All Saints Day.  As we have in years’ past, we will name our dearly departed through 

a roll call of saints who have claimed the promises of God this year.  To include your loved one’s 

name please email the office or visit: https://bit.ly/2Gswnq9  

● Lots of things continue to happen around the church.  Make sure you are receiving Pastor Paul’s 

weekly email by emailing communications@pmlc.org to get on the list! 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Getting to Know You (spend about 10 minutes here) 

Building personal connections is a key component of Grow Groups, and these questions will 
help foster deeper connections. 
 

● What is your most treasured possession?  How did you end up with it?   What sacrifices, 
if any, did you make in order to receive it?  
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Theme: Nothing Better 

We are halfway through the letter to the Philippians, and we’ve seen how important the 
Philippian church was to the Apostle Paul.  He has bragged on them for their sense of 
community and character, and he has encouraged them to find “unity in community” by 
adopting the servant mindset of Jesus who acted in humility and made space for the needs of 
others in his life.  

He lifts up in chapter 3 why Jesus and the kingdom of God is so important in our lives and how 
their presence gives us something to rejoice about.  
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DIVING INTO THE TEXT  
(Reading today is from the Common English Bible) 

Philippians 3:1-11 

Background:   

The Apostle Paul lays out his credentials to show the Philippian church why pursuing God’s 
kingdom is worth it.  He comes from a very privileged and impressive background, but he laid it 
all aside to become a servant of Christ.  He encourages the church that nothing is better than 
knowing about Jesus and living according to his way.  

+++   (Choose a person to read the following passage)   +++ 

3:1 So then, my brothers and sisters, be glad in the Lord. It’s no trouble for me to repeat the same 
things to you because they will help keep you on track. 2 Watch out for the “dogs.” Watch out for 
people who do evil things. Watch out for those who insist on circumcision, which is really mutilation.  
3 We are the circumcision. We are the ones who serve by God’s Spirit and who boast in Christ Jesus. 
We don’t put our confidence in rituals performed on the body, 4 though I have good reason to have 
this kind of confidence. If anyone else has reason to put their confidence in physical advantages, I have 
even more: 
 
5 I was circumcised on the eighth day. 
I am from the people of Israel and the tribe of Benjamin. 
I am a Hebrew of the Hebrews. 
With respect to observing the Law, I’m a Pharisee. 
6 With respect to devotion to the faith, I harassed the church. 
  With respect to righteousness under the Law, I’m blameless. 
 
7 These things were my assets, but I wrote them off as a loss for the sake of Christ. 8 But even beyond 
that, I consider everything a loss in comparison with the superior value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. I have lost everything for him, but what I lost I think of as sewer trash, so that I might gain Christ  
9 and be found in him. In Christ I have a righteousness that is not my own and that does not come from 
the Law but rather from the faithfulness of Christ. It is the righteousness of God that is based on faith. 
10 The righteousness that I have comes from knowing Christ, the power of his resurrection, and the 
participation in his sufferings. It includes being conformed to his death 11 so that I may perhaps reach 
the goal of the resurrection of the dead. 

+++ 

● One of the earliest church “fights” was whether men needed to be circumcised before 
they joined the church.   Remember, circumcision was a sign of the covenant between 
Israel and God, and the early church was first composed of Jewish people.  A number of 
folks firmly believed that guys needed to be circumcised in order to fully be a member. 
The Apostle Paul, whose mission was to Gentile, uncircumcised people, was firmly 
against this because they were making a “work” a sign of faith.  In the Lutheran church, 
we would call this “works righteousness.”  Besides, it was a bit of a deal breaker for 
people who were interested in Jesus but not into mutilating themselves unnecessarily.  
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○ What things have you noticed that the church (of history or present time) have 
we required of people in order to know whether they belong to our community 
or not? Have these things been helpful?  Unhelpful?  Why or why not?  

○ What happens when we put more emphasis on how someone is acting on the 
outside rather than what is going on inside of them?  How does the Apostle Paul 
address this in the first 4 verses of chapter 3?  

○ Jesus told us to be careful of “white-washed tombs,” i.e. people who are really 
good at acknowledging God with their lips but really bad at following through 
with their actions.  How does placing an emphasis on accomplishments lead us to 
prefer outward signs compared to the inside life?  

 

● The Apostle Paul says that he, out of anyone else, has more reason to boast because of 
outward accomplishments.  He is circumcised, he is a member of the nation of Israel, he 
is a Pharisee and reached the highest level of devotion one could, according to their 
tradition.  In other words, he checks all the boxes.   BUT, he considers it ALL worthless 
compared to knowing Jesus and receiving the righteousness that comes from this faith. 
(The “sewer trash” word in Greek is SKUBALON which translators don’t translate exactly, or else the 
rating on the Bible would have to change ;) 

○ What do you make of Paul’s willingness to cast all of his accomplishments aside in 
order to know Jesus?  

○ What would you give in order to know more about Jesus?  What do you currently 
give … not money-wise, but what do you give in your life to lean into your 
relationship with Jesus?  

○ What habits of your life are expressions of your faith? (i.e. time in solitude 
listening to God, generosity, helping others, etc).  

Our Gospel reading is Matthew 13:44-53, and we’ll hear these verses:  Jesus said, 44 “The 
kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his 
joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all 
that he had and bought it.” 

● How do you search for the kingdom of God in your life?  
● How do you KNOW when you find it? How do you FEEL when you find it?  
● Why is the kingdom of God so valuable that Jesus says other people would give 

everything they have in order to have it in their lives?  How do we measure its value in 
our life?  

 
 
 
Special Request:  Who would like to facilitate this group next week?  
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Closing Prayer.  

Spend a few minutes collecting any special prayer requests from participants.  
 
 
 

Most gracious God,  
You have made us in your image 

And given us over to one another’s care.  
Hear the prayers of your people,  

That unity may overcome division,  
Hope vanquish despair,  

And joy conquer sorrow; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 
 
  

Connect to Christ! 
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