
 

Sunday Morning Grow Groups 
Week of November 18, 2018 

 

Giving Thanks 

Announcements (1-2 min) 
● Parents Day Out- December 15th, 11:30-3:30.  GET YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 

DONE KID FREE! We are offering 4 hours of babysitting by our youth and their parents 

at the church. We will accept children ages 3-12 and this event will be run by 

volunteers. All funds raised will be designated for our Youth Mission Trips this 

Summer. 

● Thanksgiving Eve Worship, Nov 21 at 7pm 

● Crossroads Spirituality Retreat on Dec 1 from 8:30-3:00pm.  Last Sunday to sign up for 

this contemplative retreat to slow down and appreciate the goodness of God’s 

presence around us during a busy season of life.  

● WomenConnect Lunch on Sunday, Dec 2 after worship.  

Connecting with Each Other  (15 minutes) 
● Welcome any new arrivals to the group by introducing yourselves. 

● Catch up on your week by sharing a high/low.  

● Spend a few moments on these questions: 

○ Turkey Day is coming up!  What is your must-have dish on the table?  

○ What is one dish you’ll avoid at all costs?  

○ Who is traveling and who is staying put?  

 

Digging Deeper and Turning to the Texts (30 minutes) 
We are approaching the end of the church year.  It wraps up next week with “Christ the 

King Sunday,” and we begin anew on the first weekend in December with Advent, a time 

to prepare for the coming of Christ (not just with the remembrance of Christmas but with 

his imminent return).  

 

As we draw this church year to a close, we focus on the theme of gratitude.  Gratitude is 

the state of being grateful and thankful.  It’s a feeling that awakens in us when someone 

treats us with kindness.  
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First Reading:  Philippians 1:3-11 

“I thank my God every time I remember you, 4 constantly praying with joy 

in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5 because of your sharing in the 

gospel from the first day until now. 6 I am confident of this, that the one 

who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day 

of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to think this way about all of you, 

because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace 

with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation 

of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 

compassion of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer, that your love may 

overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10 to help you to 

determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 

blameless, 11 having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

[Text background: The Apostle Paul is in prison for his witness to the Gospel, and he is 

making the best of his time by writing letters to the churches he has helped plant around 

the Mediterranean.  He chooses to open his letter to the Philippians with a word of 

gratitude.  When he thought about this church, he breathed easy.  Other churches he was 

a part of were filled with conflict and drama and caused Paul great anxiety.  The Philippian 

church was different.  They were eager to be partners with Paul in his ministry, and they 

worked to live in peace with one another and the greater community.  Paul encourages 

them to continue to develop into the likeness of Christ.] 

● What jumps out to you from this passage of Scripture?  

● Thinking back on your year, what are you grateful for?  

● Thinking back on this ministry year for our church, what moments cause gratitude?  

● The Apostle Paul writes, “I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 

among you will it bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”  What do you think 

the Holy Spirit is working in your life in this current season?   (It might be patience 

with a problem at work/school/family/life.  It might be hope in a trying time.  It might 

be kindness toward others who are acting selfishly, etc, etc…)  

Second Reading:  Luke 17:11-19 

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between 

Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he entered a village, ten lepers approached 

him. Keeping their distance, 13 they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, 

have mercy on us!” 14 When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show 
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yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. 15 

Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, 

praising God with a loud voice. 16 He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and 

thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten 

made clean? But the other nine, where are they? 18 Was none of them 

found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he 

said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.” 

[Text Background: Jesus is headed to Jerusalem where he will soon enter the drama of his 

passion -- the entry on the back of a donkey with people waving palms and proclaiming 

“Hosanna in the highest.”  He’ll turn up the heat of his message to the religious leaders; 

he’ll eat his last supper with the disciples; and then face his trial, crucifixion, and ultimately 

resurrection.  Before he gets there, Jesus is passing through a boundary zone between 

Galilee and Samaria.  The Ancient Jews had a lot of hard feelings toward the Samaritans. 

They weren’t friends, and they considered everyone from this region to be unclean.  The 

lepers who meet Jesus at this village are on the outside of community, too.  Their disease 

has cast them out from participation in the community.  They ask for mercy from Jesus, the 

Great Healer, and he simply gives it.  Doesn’t check their qualifications; doesn’t consider 

their faith; he grants them their request to be healed and to return to their lives.  But only 

one comes back to thank him.  Did you catch which one?  It was the Samaritan.]  

● What jumps out to you from this passage of Scripture?  

● Why do you think the other nine didn’t return to thank Jesus? 

● What more did the Samaritan receive from Jesus by turning around and giving thanks? 

● When you share your thankfulness with others, what happens for you in your life?  

● Luke is the only Gospel writer to tell this story.  Why do you think he included it?  

● If you only had today what you thanked God for yesterday, what would you have? 

● Are there other ways you can express your thanks besides falling at the feet of Jesus 

and saying, “Thank you,” as the Samaritan did?  

  

Taking It Home  (3 Minutes)  
We’re in the season of gratitude with Thanksgiving coming up.  Jesus continually points us 

toward God, the Source of all good things in our life, and how God’s grace builds gratitude 

in us.  Here are a few quotes to carry with you this week as you gather with others to 

pause and give thanks.  

 

For me, every hour is grace. And I feel gratitude in my heart each time I 
can meet someone and look at his or her smile.  (Elie Wiesel) 
 
Gratitude can transform common days into thanksgivings, turn routine 
jobs into joy, and change ordinary opportunities into blessings.  (William 
Arthur Ward) 
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I don't have to chase extraordinary moments to find happiness - it's right 
in front of me if I'm paying attention and practicing gratitude. (Brene 
Brown) 
 
Gratitude is the healthiest of all human emotions. The more you express 
gratitude for what you have, the more likely you will have even more to 
express gratitude for. (Zig Ziglar) 
 

Prayer  (3 minutes) 
Share any prayer concerns you may have with the group. End with this prayer of 
thanksgiving from King David in 1 Chronicles 16:  
 

8 O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, 
    make known his deeds among the peoples. 

9 Sing to him, sing praises to him, 
    tell of all his wonderful works. 

10 Glory in his holy name; 
    let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 

11 Seek the Lord and his strength, 
    seek his presence continually. 
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