
Sunday Morning Grow Groups 
November 22, 2020 

 
In the Meantime 

 
 

 

● Good morning friends!  We pray that this time together will nurture your faith and lead you to 

deeper trust and dependence upon our God who makes all things possible!  

● Join us for our Virtual Thanksgiving Eve worship service at 7pm on Nov 25.  Gather with your 

loved ones as we give thanks during a difficult year for God’s steadfast love.  Worship will be on our 

streaming channel accessed from our website (www.pmlc.org).  

● Don’t forget: we’ll take November 29th off from Grow Groups for the Thanksgiving holiday break.  

● Lots of things continue to happen around the church.  Make sure you are receiving Pastor Paul’s 

weekly email by emailing communications@pmlc.org to get on the list! 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Getting to Know You (spend about 10 minutes here) 

Building personal connections is a key component of Grow Groups, and these questions will 
help foster deeper connections. 
 

● What dish are you looking forward to enjoying at your Thanksgiving meal?  
 

● As we think about our year and the trials we have been through, what are you most 
grateful for?  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Theme:  Jesus, the King  
We’re wrapping up our three week series of Matthew 25 called “In the Meantime.”  The 
parables in this chapter have helped us think about the delay in the arrival of God’s kingdom 
and how we can prepare ourselves.   Do we wait around not doing much of anything as we 
wonder where God’s kingdom is, or do we get involved with what is going on around us with 
what God has given us?   What do we do with ourselves in the meantime?  
 
Jesus tells a very pointed parable at the end of Matthew 25 about the judgment in store for the 
nations and the people of the world.   It will be based on how we treated the “least of these” 
and the care we provided (or didn’t provide) for the hungry, thirsty, naked, homeless, 
imprisoned, and sick.   It leaves us with a few questions about how much care is enough to 
avoid the judgment of eternal punishment and, instead, enjoy eternal life in God’s kingdom.  
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DIVING INTO THE TEXT  
(Reading today is from the New Revised Standard Version) 

Background:  This is the last parable of Jesus that is told before he is arrested and crucified in 
Jerusalem.   It is one that gets a lot of “airplay” in our culture as well.  Before you jump into the 
parable, take some time to think about these questions.  

● Today (11/22) is Christ the King Sunday.  It’s the end of the Church Year when we 
remember that Jesus is our King because of his defeat over death.  

○ What does it mean, for you, to claim Jesus as your king?  
○ Kings and royalty are usually known for their massive wealth and control over 

certain areas (their kingdoms) and people within those areas.  If Jesus is our King, 
what is he known for?  

○ Most servants in kingdoms are forced into their service.  They don’t have enough 
power to get away from the king’s rule.  However, we voluntarily choose to serve 
Jesus as our King.  Why do you think that is? 

+++   (Choose a person to read the following passage)   +++ 

Matthew 25:31-46 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne 
of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will put the sheep at his right 
hand and the goats at the left.  

34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I 
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 
me.’  

37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, 
or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison 
and visited you?’  

40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.’  

41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did 
not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’  

44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’  
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45 Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you 
did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal 
life.” 

 +++ 

● Most parables tend to turn our world upside down with a surprising twist.  For example, the 
Prodigal Son is welcomed back home by his father instead of being shunned as his older brother 
wanted.  The shepherd leaves the 99 sheep behind to find the one lost sheep, thus risking the 
99 left behind.  The owner of a field pays the same wage for those who showed up at the end of 
the day to work in the harvest as those who worked from the beginning of the day.  

○ What is the surprising twist in this parable?  
○ With whom does Jesus identify?  
○ Why would it be weird for a king to identify with the least of those in his kingdom?  
○ What does it say about God that God chooses to identify with the “least of these” and 

not the most powerful in our world?  

 

● This parable talks about judgment over our actions for how we treat others in life.  Some have 
said that “you’ll need the reference of the poor to get into heaven.”  

○ What do you make of all this?  

 

● The parable starts by saying all the nations will be gathered at the feet of the One on the 
throne.  It is often said that America is a “Christian nation.”  Based on the grading criteria for 
being a sheep or goat described in the parable, how are we doing? What room for 
improvement do we have?  

 

● It’s interesting what Jesus says about what will matter the most at the time of judgment.  It’s 
not “how many times did you worship,” or “how often did you search for me in prayer,” or 
“how much did you give of what was entrusted to you,” but “how did you take care of others, 
especially the most vulnerable in your society.”  

○ Regular worship, giving, prayer, and daily devotion are certainly important in our 
formation as disciples of Jesus, however, these practices should lead to an outward 
action that helps others.  James, the brother of Jesus, says in the first chapter of his 
letter in the New Testament: Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, 
is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by 
the world. (James 1:27) 

○ What would you have expected would be included in the judgment on us but is not 
spoken in this parable?  

 

● What groups or people that you know of are doing an outstanding job of taking care of the 
most vulnerable in our society right now?  
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Don’t forget:  No Grow Groups the weekend of 11/29! 
 
 
Closing Prayer.  

 
Spend a few minutes collecting any special prayer requests from participants.  

 
 
 

Grant us, Lord God, 
the vision of your kingdom, 

forgiveness and new life, 
and the stirring of your Spirit, 

so that we may share in your mission of grace  
and proclaim your love, 

in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
  

Connect to Christ! 
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