
Sunday Morning Grow Groups 
November 15, 2020 

 
In the Meantime 

 
 

 

● Good morning friends!  We pray that this time together will nurture your faith and lead you to 

deeper trust and dependence upon our God who makes all things possible!  

● Blood Drive on November 15th.  Watch the bulletin for sign up information; space is limited.  

● We’ll take November 29th off from Grow Groups for the Thanksgiving holiday break.  

● Lots of things continue to happen around the church.  Make sure you are receiving Pastor Paul’s 

weekly email by emailing communications@pmlc.org to get on the list! 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Getting to Know You (spend about 10 minutes here) 

Building personal connections is a key component of Grow Groups, and these questions will 
help foster deeper connections. 
 

● What do you do to alleviate boredom?  
 

● If your boss put you in charge of $3 million dollars, what are the first two things you’d 
do with it?  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Theme:  In the Meantime 
We’re spending three weeks in November in the 25th chapter of Matthew as we wrap up the 
church year and get ready for the start of Advent on November 29th.   We’ve unofficially 
named this sermon series, “In the Meantime,” since the stories in Matthew 25 talk to us about 
how we will have to wait on the final, full arrival of the kingdom of heaven and what can we do 
to prepare ourselves for its arrival in the meantime.  
 
Today we look at the “Parable of the Talents” and how a boss puts his employees in charge of 
considerable amounts of money.   There is an assumed expectation that the employees will put 
the funds to good use, but one is fearful of the consequences and doesn’t perform to 
expectations.  That one doesn’t receive a glowing performance review when the boss returns. 
:)  
 
As you read this passage today, think about everything that God has put you in charge of. 
What do you hope God wants you to do with all that you have been given?  
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DIVING INTO THE TEXT  
(Reading today is from the New Revised Standard Version) 

Background:   

Jesus gives us this story of the “Parable of the Talents,” and Matthew chooses to include that 
story near the end of Jesus’ ministry as he is preparing his disciples for what is to come after his 
death and resurrection.   Jesus doesn’t leave them bullet point instructions as to what they 
should do while they wait for the final arrival of the kingdom of heaven, but he gives them 
stories that will stick with them as they ponder what they should do while they wait on his 
return post-resurrection.  

A talent would have been worth 6,000 denarii, and a denarius would have been the equivalent 
of one’s day worth of labor.   If we take the median income for an American household in 2018 
($63,200), we find that one day’s labor is worth $173.  A talent in today’s terms would be 
$1,038,000.   That’s a good chunk of change!  

+++   (Choose a person to read the following passage)   +++ 

Matthew 25:14-30 

14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 
15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he 
went away.  

16 The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five 
more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the 
one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s 
money.  

19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one 
who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you 
handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge 
of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’  

22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 
talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 
enter into the joy of your master.’  

24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you 
were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25 so 
I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’  

26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not 
sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the 
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bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent 
from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents.  

29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who 
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into 
the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

 +++ 

● What stands out the most to you in this story after hearing it?  
 

● Knowing what the value of a talent is, what would you have done if put in the position 
the servants were in? 
 

● What do you think of the boss here (the man going on a journey)?  
 

● Why was the servant with one talent so fearful?  
 

● How does fear stop us from acting in the world?  
 

● What’s the biggest risk you have taken recently?  How did it turn out? 
 

● Why is it that people who are trustworthy in a few things end up being trustworthy with 
the bigger things in life?   In your experience, are these the kinds of people who are 
promoted around you?  Why or why not?  
 

● If we think of the talents as all that God has entrusted to us, what do you think God 
wants us to do with them?  
 

● How are you ‘investing’ the gifts God has given you? Do you know what those gifts are?  
 

● We often hear the phrase “well done, good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of 
your master” at funerals.   Why do you think this is?  What comfort does it give us?  
 

● The story doesn’t end so well for the servant who failed to invest his talent.  What do 
you make of that?  
 

● What is our motivation to invest our talents that God has given us?  Is it fear, to avoid 
being thrown into the place where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth?  OR, is it out 
of gratitude for being entrusted with something precious and valuable and given the 
chance to make a difference in the world?  
 

● How does this parable help us wait in the meantime for the arrival of God’s kingdom?  
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Special Request:  Who would like to facilitate this group next week?  
 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer.  

 
Spend a few minutes collecting any special prayer requests from participants.  

 
 
 

Grant us, Lord God, 
the vision of your kingdom, 

forgiveness and new life, 
and the stirring of your Spirit, 

so that we may share in your mission of grace  
and proclaim your love, 

in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
  

Connect to Christ! 
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