
Sunday Morning Grow Groups 
May 17, 2020 

 
Sixth Sunday in Easter 

 
 

 

● Good day and welcome! Our ministry program year comes to a close this Sunday.  It’s been quite 

the year, and many things will change for our summer.  Make sure you are signed up to receive our 

emails to receive the latest updates.  Email Melissa at communications@pmlc.org if you’re not on 

our distribution list.  

● We were supposed to host a blood drive this weekend, May 17.  Instead, we invite you to find your 

closest Carter Blood Care center and sign up for an appointment to give.  Send us a note that you 

made a donation, and we’ll tally the results over the next two weeks.  

● Don’t forget the congregational meeting this Wednesday, May 20th at 7pm.  You MUST register to 

participate and vote in this online meeting.  Visit www.pmlc.org for a link to register and view a 

video presentation to remind us of the process taken to this point for the land sale.  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Getting to Know You (spend about 10-15 minutes here) 

Building personal connections is a key component of Grow Groups, and these questions will 
help foster deeper connections. 
 

● From September to now, we have covered a lot of ground.  How has participating in a 
Grow Group helped your faith this year?  
 

● What one thing do you plan to do this summer to continue to grow your faith?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Theme: Loving Jesus 
 
We are now in the sixth week of the Easter season.  Our attention turns to when Jesus will physically 
leave this Earth in his ascension, and we will wrestle with how to follow Jesus when we can’t see him. 
Our texts begin to lift up the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  
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DIVING INTO THE TEXT  
(readings today are from NRSV) 

John 14:15-21 

Background:  Jesus continues his long conversation with his disciples before his arrest and 
crucifixion.  He is preparing them for the moment when he is no longer with them and they 
begin to wonder what to do in his absence.  He begins to talk about the person and work of the 
Holy Spirit.  This passage in John (and the verses that follow) are instrumental to us in knowing 
about the Holy Spirit.  

+++ 

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he 
abides with you, and he will be in you. 
 
18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved 
by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

● What grabs your attention the most in this passage?  
● Why does Jesus use the name “The Advocate” for the Holy Spirit?  

○ What does an advocate do?  
○ How does this help us understand the work of the Holy Spirit?  

● Some other translations use the title of “Companion” and “Counselor” instead of 
Advocate.  How does that help us understand who the Holy Spirit is?  

● Why can’t the world receive the Holy Spirit?  
● When do you experience the Holy Spirit in your life?  What times do you feel that the 

Holy Spirit is close to you?  
● The Spirit’s main job is to keep the presence of Jesus real and alive in our lives.  

○ How does the Holy Spirit do this through the work of the church?  
○ How has the Holy Spirit done this for you through our stay-at-home time?  
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Wrapping Up 

Spend some extra time in prayer today.  

Open with these words:  Come, Holy Spirit, come.  Then spend around 30 seconds in 
silence.  

Name your prayer requests, and then close with 30 seconds of silence and the closing 
prayer.  

 
 
Closing Prayer 

 

God of mercy,  
we no longer look for Jesus among the dead,  

for he is alive and has become the Lord of life.  
Increase in our minds and hearts 

 the risen life we share with Christ,  
and help us to grow as your people  

toward the fullness of eternal life with you,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. Amen!  

 
  

Connect to Christ! 
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