
Sunday Morning Grow Groups
May 16, 2021

Seventh Sunday of Easter

● Good morning and welcome, friends! We’re celebrating the Confirmation of 11 of our 8th

graders today in worship.  Make sure to say a special prayer for them in their journey of faith.

● Don’t forget the Blood Drive today!

● Next week (5/23) is Pentecost, the day when the Holy Spirit was unleashed on the church and

this world.  Make sure to wear red to worship.  It will also be the last Grow Groups handout for

the season as we wrap up the programming year!

_________________________________________________________________________________

Connection Questions an opportunity to get to know each other a bit better

● We ask our 8th graders before they are confirmed to think about their answers to three
questions.  We encourage them to avoid any “churchy” or insider language as they give
their answers.  It’s important to be clear about what you think and believe and be honest
and approachable to your friends who may be curious about your faith and practices.
Insider language loses people.  (For example, Jesus is my Savior.  Savior from what? Were
you drowning? Or, Jesus is my Lord.  What does a Lord do?  Was Jesus from 18th century
England?)

We’ll ask two of those questions here for our connection time together:
○ Who is Jesus to you?
○ How do you define faith, and how does your faith help you?

___________________________________________________________________________________

Theme:  Witnesses to the Resurrection

I often wonder what it would have been like to be in the early church -- to see the resurrected Jesus with my own
eyes, to break bread with him, and to listen to his final messages about the Scriptures and God’s plan to redeem
all of creation.  It would have been something special. His final word to the disciples was for them to “witness to
his resurrection,” which meant to live lives that are thoroughly transformed and guided by the Holy Spirit and to
partner with the Holy Spirit in the Holy Spirit’s work to restore this broken world.

We gather today as a result of their work to let others know that Jesus is risen and the Holy Spirit is available to
each of us.   We are many centuries removed from their lives, but our lives of faith are proof of their work.  Jesus’
encouragement to them is the same to us -- we are sent as witnesses to the resurrection in a world that is
broken, hurting, confused, lost, and in need of repair and redemption.  Our work starts by reminding everybody
that they are specially known by God, and that the Holy Spirit hides our life in Christ.
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DIVING INTO THE TEXTS

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-16  (reading from the New Revised Standard Version)

Background: We like to use this set of Scripture for Confirmation Sunday because it reminds our youth
that they belong to God, and God knows each one of them specially.  God designed them uniquely, and
God has designed the days of their lives as well. It’s an important reminder for us that we belong to
God and God knows each of us, too.

+++ Choose someone to read the following passage. +++

1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;

you discern my thoughts from far away.
3 You search out my path and my lying down,

and are acquainted with all my ways.
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,

O Lord, you know it completely.
5 You hem me in, behind and before,

and lay your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

it is so high that I cannot attain it.
13 For it was you who formed my inward parts;

you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.

Wonderful are your works;
that I know very well.

15 My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.

16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.
In your book were written
all the days that were formed for me,
when none of them as yet existed.

+++

● The psalmist describes for us the vastness of God’s knowledge of each of us -- the omnipotence
and omniscience of God.  How does this description help your understanding of God?

● When we think about how far God is beyond what we know, it’s easy to disconnect from God
because God is so far away and above anything we can relate to.  Yet, the psalmist talks about
God very personally in this psalm.  Why do you think that is?  What does it do for your faith to
know that God, who is in charge of everything, also knows you specifically and that you cannot
escape God’s gaze?

● What does it mean to be “fearfully and wonderfully made?”
○ What parts of your personality/life do you give thank God for?
○ What parts of your personality/life will you question God about?  (Pastor Paul says,

“Male Pattern Baldness will be high on my list.” :) ) +++
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Colossians 3:1-4, 12-17 (from the New Revised Standard Version)

Background: The Apostle Paul and his missionary group continue to encourage new believers and paint
for them what their life in faith should look like as they now partner with the Holy Spirit.

+++  Choose a person to read this passage.  +++

1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand
of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your
life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with
him in glory.

12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness,
and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just
as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you
were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish
one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him.

+++

● What are the “things that are above” that we should seek?  How do you go about seeking
them?

● What are the “things that are on earth,” and how do we fall into the trap of coveting them more
than “the things above?”

● What does it mean that you “have died, and your life is hidden with Christ?”  Do you remember
receiving a death certificate?

● How does the above image motivate you for your daily life?
● What do you appreciate most in verses 12-17?

○ Which one is hardest for you to practice?
○ Which quality do you wish more people around you possessed?
○ How does the word of Christ dwell in you?
○ “With gratitude sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.”  What’s your favorite

hymn/song these days?

+++

Acts 1:1-11 (from the New Revised Standard Version)

Background: The Acts of the Apostles is the second volume of the Gospel writer Luke’s version of the
story of Jesus and the early church.  Acts picks up at the end of the Gospel where Jesus ascends into
the heavens before the disciples’ eyes.  This last Thursday (5/13) was Ascension Day, when we
remember this moment in Jesus' life.  We’re currently between Ascension and the Day of Pentecost
when the Holy Spirit shows up just as Jesus promised.
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+++  Choose a person to read this passage.  +++

Acts 1:1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2 until the
day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he
had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying with them, he ordered them not
to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from
me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to
Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing
up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same
way as you saw him go into heaven.”

+++

● What do you make of this story?
● Why is it necessary for Jesus to be up in heaven while we’re stuck down here on earth?
● The disciples (now called the apostles) had a burning desire to know when the kingdom of God

would be finally and fully established.  Jesus doesn’t seem to know the answer to their
question.  What do we learn about the disciples here and Jesus’ message that they may never
know the time and place because it’s up to God to determine?

● Essentially, Jesus is telling them to trust the heavenly Father with all things and to let go of this
need for control.   Our anxiety always likes to find certainty to deal with the uncertainty of life.
How does this interaction between Jesus and the disciples help us?

● Jesus says we have a specific role to play now -- we are “witnesses to the resurrection.”
○ How do you witness to the resurrection in your personal life?
○ How do we witness to the resurrection through our corporate life of the church?
○ Where have you seen a sign of resurrection around you recently?

● How does the passage from Colossians help guide and inform our roles as “witnesses to the
resurrection?”

Final Thoughts:

“The very first Easter taught us this: that life never ends and love never dies.” – Kate McGahan

How will you look for resurrection this week?

As you wrap up, ask: who would like to lead next week?
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Closing Prayer.

Spend a few minutes collecting any special prayer requests from participants. You can
finish your time of prayer with this closing prayer from our worship in the Easter season.

God of our salvation,
you have restored us to life,

you have brought us back again into your love
by the triumphant death and resurrection of Christ:

continue to heal us as we go to live and work
in the power of your Spirit,

to your praise and glory. Amen.

Con���t �� C�ri��!
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