
Sunday Morning Grow Groups
May 15, 2022

Fifth Sunday in Easter

● Happy Sunday, y’all! Today is the last day for the Connect hour this semester.  You’re welcome to

meet as a group over the summer; just let us know if you’d like to do that so we can set up the

resources.  Heather Caudell will be leading a Grow Group over the summer that will discuss

episodes of the very popular show, “The Chosen.”

● At the 10:45 worship service on 5/22, we will celebrate the confirmations of 11 of our 8th graders

who are ready to say “Yes” to the promises of God shared with us in baptism.

● We’ll host Carter BloodCare on 5/22 as well.  You can give a blood donation in the Fellowship Hall.

_________________________________________________________________________________

Getting to Know You

● Got any travel plans or big projects planned for the summer?  Share away if you do!
___________________________________________________________________________________

Background  Theme -- Follow Your Dreams

It’s graduation season, and some of the most popular advice given around this time is “follow
your dreams.”  It’s a time of hope and joy for what the future holds as one chapter in a
graduate’s life closes and another begins.

Our readings today contain stories of God speaking to the early church through their dreams.
Peter is given an unusual dream of clean and unclean animals, told to eat any and all, and then
learns that the gospel is for all people and not just some.  John sees how heaven will work, with
the saints praising God, the absence of suffering, and God’s total reign of joy and peace
permeating throughout.

As we consider these stories today, we ask, “How is God speaking to us through our dreams?
What ways is God prodding us to take a step in faith and follow through on a plan God has for
our world?”

More importantly than following your dreams is following God’s dream for you.  We know that,
what God ordains, God blesses.  Your obedience to God’s dream might become the answer to
prayer for someone else.
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DIVING INTO THE TEXT

Acts 11:1-18  (Common English Bible)

Background: While the book of Acts is known to us as the Acts of the Apostles, it should be
more appropriately named the “Acts of the Holy Spirit.”  The stories it outlines show how the
early church is rather lost in their mission and the Holy Spirit is constantly opening up new
doors and avenues of action for them to take.  Today, we hear how Peter was shown that the
Gospel is for all people, the clean and unclean, and not just some.  Peter concludes that he
cannot stand in the way of God, and if this is the path that God is taking to redeem and bless
then world, then he is a faithful servant.

+++  (Choose someone to read the following passage) +++

1 The apostles and the brothers and sisters throughout Judea heard that even the Gentiles had
welcomed God’s word. 2 When Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him. 3
They accused him, “You went into the home of the uncircumcised and ate with them!”

4 Step-by-step, Peter explained what had happened. 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying when I had a
visionary experience. In my vision, I saw something like a large linen sheet being lowered from heaven
by its four corners. It came all the way down to me. 6 As I stared at it, wondering what it was, I saw
four-legged animals—including wild beasts—as well as reptiles and wild birds. 7 I heard a voice say,
‘Get up, Peter! Kill and eat!’ 8 I responded, ‘Absolutely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever
entered my mouth.’ 9 The voice from heaven spoke a second time, ‘Never consider unclean what God
has made pure.’ 10 This happened three times, then everything was pulled back into heaven. 11 At that
moment three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea arrived at the house where we were
staying. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them even though they were Gentiles. These six brothers also
went with me, and we entered that man’s house. 13 He reported to us how he had seen an angel
standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and summon Simon, who is known as Peter. 14 He will
tell you how you and your entire household can be saved.’ 15 When I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell
on them, just as the Spirit fell on us in the beginning. 16 I remembered the Lord’s words: ‘John baptized
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If God gave them the same gift he gave us
who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, then who am I? Could I stand in God’s way?”

18 Once the apostles and other believers heard this, they calmed down. They praised God and
concluded, “So then God has enabled Gentiles to change their hearts and lives so that they might have
new life.”

+++

● What a fun story!  What stands out the most to you?
● Did you catch that the Holy Spirit had to encourage Peter three times to follow the

dream’s instructions?  What other times was Peter told three times to do something by
Jesus?

● Peter’s evangelism of the Gentiles in Caesarea causes quite the uproar in the Jerusalem
church.  He has broken their code of not associating with ‘unclean people’ (or, people
beyond the covenant with Israel).  His work is met with criticism and great skepticism.
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Often, we respond to new events, ideas, and actions in our lives in a similar manner.  We
doubt first and then see the benefit later.

○ What ideas or actions of a new way of doing things in the last 20 years have you
met with skepticism only to see the benefit and adopt them in your own life?

○ Why is our first response to new ways of thinking and being usually one of
skepticism?

○ Have you ever heard it said in the church, “But, that’s not the way we’ve done
it?!”  How can this kind of thinking hinder the work of God?

● Peter’s dream of the clean and unclean animals is not the only dream in this story.  The
head of the Gentile household in Caesarea is also given a dream to send for Peter.  How
do you think they initially felt about this wild idea to send for a man in a nearby town?

● Have you ever had an experience where you received a vision/dream, felt it was from
God, and followed through on it?  What was that like?  Have you seen other people, or
groups like the church, experience this?

Acts 9:36-43 (New Revised Standard version)

Background: The letter of Revelation falls in the category of “apocalyptic literature” which
amply uses metaphor and mystery to share its message.  Thought to come from John of
Patmos, this letter is written to a variety of churches scattered throughout the Mediterranean
as they learn to live as followers of Christ in a world ruled by Roman power. John speaks much
about heaven and the ‘end times,’ and today’s selection shows us more about God desiring to
unite heaven and earth so that his presence is in all and through all.

+++  (choose someone to read the following) +++

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the former heaven and the former earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God, made ready as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 I heard a
loud voice from the throne say, “Look! God’s dwelling is here with humankind. He will dwell
with them, and they will be his peoples. God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will
wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more. There will be no mourning,
crying, or pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 5 Then the one seated on the
throne said, “Look! I’m making all things new.” He also said, “Write this down, for these words
are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “All is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will freely give water from the life-giving spring.”

+++

● What stands out the most to you in this story?

● John beautifully writes that heaven will descend upon the earth and both spaces will be

unified.  This goes against the popular belief of the rapture (which Lutherans don’t

believe in) and how the ‘faithful’ will be taken up to heaven and live where God is.  The

text very clearly states that “God’s dwelling will be with humankind” on earth.
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● The ‘one seated upon the throne’ is Jesus who reigns at the right hand of his heavenly

Father.  How is Jesus making all things new around us today?

● If Jesus is making all things new and our response is usually one of skepticism toward

new things (remember our questions from Peter’s dream just up above!), what doubt do

you have about Jesus’ work here?  How does the Holy Spirit help you overcome this

doubt?

● What comfort do you receive from this picture of heaven?

● If our future is to be with God full time, then how are we empowered today to work

toward that future?  (Remember the prayer of Jesus, “your kingdom come, your will be

done on earth as it is in heaven.”)

+++

Final Thoughts

Show me a person without a dream, and I’ll show you a person without a destination.
–Pastor Dan Lund of Church of the Damascus Road

Have you prayed recently for God to speak to you in a vision/dream?

If God has spoken to you in this kind of way, what one step can you take toward making
that dream a reality?

Closing Prayer

Spend a few moments asking for any prayer requests, and pray over them if you have time.
You may also opt to close with this prayer together.

May the God of peace,
who raised to life the great shepherd of the sheep,

make us ready to do his will in every good thing,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
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