
Sunday Morning Grow Groups 
March 7, 2021 

 
Third Sunday in Lent 

 
 

 

● Good day, friends, and welcome!  

● Lent prayer services will be offered on the Wednesdays of Lent beginning at 7pm.  We’ll follow 

Holden Evening Prayer, and you can worship online or in-person for these times.  

● Visit https://pmlc.org/worship/lent-2021 for more information and to pick up your copy of the 

PMLC Soup-Book, a collection of soup recipes from members to recreate our Lenten Soup 

Supper tradition at your home.  

● Carter BloodCare will be in the Fellowship Hall on March 21st.  We have 25 spots available for 

blood donors.  Sign up information is coming out soon!  

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Getting to Know You  

Building personal connections is a key component of Grow Groups, and these questions will 
help foster deeper connections. 
 

● If you could makeover any room / space in your house, what would you choose and 
why?  
 

● What’s the latest issue that has really gotten upset, and what did you do with your 
emotion?  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Theme:  Cleaning House 
 
Today we look at John’s account of Jesus’ cleansing of the temple.  He is greatly disturbed that 
a place of prayer has become a place of business, with people making profits and others being 
taken advantage of.  Jesus loses it, and in a rare display of anger,  he chases out the money 
makers.  It leaves quite the impression on his disciples, the crowd, and the religious leaders.  
 
We can consider, too, what in our lives Jesus would like to overturn and clean up.  Sometimes 
it takes a great display of emotion to get our attention, and we see the fully human side of 
Jesus here who wants to fight for what is right.  
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DIVING INTO THE TEXTS  

John 2:13-22   (reading from the New Revised Standard Version)  

Background:  The ancient temple gathering place has turned into a marketplace.  Worshipers needed 
to offer a sacrifice for their worship, and based on your level of wealth you would offer an animal that 
fit your budget.  The poor would offer doves for little to no cost, and the wealthy would offer bigger 
animals because of their ability to do so.  Wherever there is a need, the market will figure out how to 
provide, so plenty of vendors are there to fill that need and make a profit at the same time.  

Jesus, upset at the practice in play and the exploitation of people’s needs (especially the poor), chases 
out the vendors.  Religious authorities are disturbed by Jesus’ display of anger, probably because he 
disrupted their ability to earn a cut of what was sold.  Space may have been for rent from the vendors 
with proceeds going to those in control.   Jesus sees how worship has been cheapened into a 
transactional exchange and the spirit of the place has been corrupted from a place of prayer to a ‘den 
of thieves.’  

+++  

13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found 
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15 Making a 
whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured 
out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables.  
 
16 He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s 
house a marketplace!” 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will 
consume me.”  
 
18 The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19 Jesus answered them, 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  
 
20 The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise 
it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22 After he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word 
that Jesus had spoken. 

+++ 

● What do you make of this story?  
● Jesus’ cleansing of the temple is positioned early in John’s Gospel.  In Matthew, Mark, and Luke 

(named the Synoptic Gospels, because of how they follow a similar timeline), this scene is 
placed near the end of Jesus’ life as he prepares for his arrest and crucifixion in Jerusalem. 
What effect does this have on the reader by placing this scene at the beginning of Jesus’ 
ministry as opposed to the end of it?  

● Imagine you had gone into the temple that day for worship and you saw this scene unfold. 
How would you have felt or reacted?  
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● We often think of Jesus as calm and always in control, but here we see him acting out of his 
anger and causing a great disturbance.   What does this do for your picture of Jesus?  

○ Have you ever seen someone you respect act out of character, but for good reason? 
What was that like, and what did you learn from them?  

● Jesus is upset at how the people are missing the point of the temple -- God’s house is to be a 
house of prayer and not a place to take advantage to make a buck.  It is intended to be a 
meeting place between God and God’s people where the people can find comfort, hope, relief, 
refuge, and strength, but it instead has become a quick exchange of goods to earn God’s favor.  

○ Martin Luther and his Reformers set out to remove all the practices that had obscured a 
relationship of faith between God and God’s people.  They translated the liturgy and the 
Bible from Latin to German, so common people could understand what was going on. 
They wrote catechisms to instruct parents on how to teach their children the faith 
instead of relying on the “experts” in the priestly class.  They got rid of indulgences, a 
way to buy your forgiveness, which ended up making the Roman Catholic Church very 
rich.  

■ How can our practice of our religion interfere with the point of our faith -- a 
close relationship with God?  What reforms need to be made these days?  

■ What kinds of things have crept into your internal life and obscure your ability to 
draw close to God?  Since it’s springtime and you may be doing some spring 
cleaning around your house, what kinds of things in your internal life need to be 
cleaned out so you can focus on God?  

● If Jesus were physically around us today, what would he be most upset about?  What “tables” 
would he be overturning in our culture to get our attention?  

1 Corinthians 1:18-25     (New Revised Standard Version)  

Background:  The Apostle Paul opens his first letter to the Corinthian church by reminding them what 
is central to their faith -- the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ.  In a time when philosophy was 
really taking off (think of the Greek and Roman sages), this new way of thinking, the Christian Way, is 
trying to establish itself, but it sounds rather foolish to the established ways available.  We can’t 
abandon the way of the cross because it’s too weak or hard to understand, but it’s precisely there that 
we see God on full display.  

++++  Choose a person to read this passage.  Paul is a little wordy here, so don’t read too quickly. :)  

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. +++ 
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● When you think about the cross, what do you think of?  
● When you try to explain what’s going on for Jesus on the cross to others, how do you go about 

explaining it?  
● When Luther looked at the cross, he thought about the “hidden God” and the “revealed God.” 

There is so much that we don’t know about God, but God chooses to reveal a part of himself to 
us on the cross.  What does it mean that God uses an instrument of torture and death to show 
us who he is?  

● When you think about the parts of God that are still hidden from us, what would you like to 
know?  

 
+++ 

 
Who would like to facilitate next week?  

Do you plan to meet since it’s Spring Break for schools in the area?  
 
 
Closing Prayer.  
 
Spend a few minutes collecting any special prayer requests from participants. You can 
finish your time of prayer with this closing prayer from the end of our worship.  
  
 

Compassionate God,  
Sustain us in our Lenten journey:  

may our fasting be hunger for justice;  
our charity, a making of peace; 

 and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

  

 
Connect to Christ! 
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