
Sunday Morning Grow Groups 
January 24, 2021 

 
Let’s Go Fishing! 

 
 

 

● Good day, friends, and welcome!  

● The Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 31, and it will be a virtual meeting.  Registration 

information will follow soon.  

● Pastor Jackie and Tommy Rose will be hosting contemplative prayer sessions on Monday nights 

for the next several weeks.  This hour-long time of prayer leads participants into a closer 

relationship with God through a variety of prayer techniques.  Email Pastor Jackie at 

jackie.schade@pmlc.org to receive the Zoom links to participate.  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Getting to Know You (spend about 10 minutes here) 

Building personal connections is a key component of Grow Groups, and these questions will 
help foster deeper connections. 
 

● Would you rather camp outside in a tent or camp indoors in a cabin? 
 

● Which location would you choose for a vacation:  the beach or the mountains?  
 

● What is the thing you are most looking forward to when we no longer have to wear 
masks and be concerned about “social distancing?”  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
Theme:  Fishing for People 
We continue following the first steps of Jesus after his baptism and how he invites the early disciples to 
be a part of his mission of grace.  He starts with the “shortest sermon ever preached,” and then 
extends a personal invitation.  Last week we heard about Philip and Nathanael and this week we back 
up to the “fishermen.”  Their response is immediate, and Jesus shows how he’ll use their old skills will 
apply in their new work.  
 

  

Page 1   
 

mailto:jackie.schade@pmlc.org


DIVING INTO THE TEXTS  
(Reading today is from the New Revised Standard Version) 

Mark 1:14-20 

Background:  We’re in Year B of the Revised Common Lectionary, a three year cycle of scripture 
readings available to the wider church.  This year features the Gospel of Mark, the shortest of all the 
gospels and the most concise.  Because of its brevity, Jesus is featured as working with a sense of 
urgency.  There are very few transitions between scenes, and actions happen quickly.  We get a sense 
of that in our reading for today with how the disciples react to Jesus’ invitation to follow him.  

+++   (Choose a person to read the following passage)   +++ 

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15 and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.” 
 
16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into 
the sea—for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for 
people.”  
 
18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 As he went a little farther, he saw James 
son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets.  20 Immediately he 
called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 
+++ 
 

● Verse 15 features the “shortest sermon ever preached.”  What do you hear in it?  
 

● We hear the word “gospel” used a lot around us.   Oftentimes it’s used as an adjective like 
“gospel truth,” or “gospel music.”  How do you define “gospel?”  

 
● As Lutherans we say that every good sermon features two basic elements: Law and Gospel.  The 

“Law” is that which accuses us (it names our sin), and the “Gospel” is that which frees us (by 
God’s action and not our own).   How do you hear “law and gospel” in Jesus’ sermon in verse 
15?  

 
● Jesus invites the fishermen to follow him, and they drop their nets (or leave their dad in the 

boat!) and immediately follow Jesus.  
○ What person, if they came calling in your life, would you drop everything for?  
○ What event would you immediately rearrange your schedule to attend?  

 
● Jesus uses their current career skills for their new work.  “I will make you fish for people.”  What 

skills of yours can Jesus use in the work of telling others the good news of Jesus? 
 

● Who “fished” for you?   Who told you the good news of Jesus?  How did they do it?  What 
“bait” did they put on the hook? 
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● How are you fishing for others right now?  How are you sharing the good news?  What bait are 
you putting on your hook?  

 
+++ 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Background:  The Apostle Paul writes to the church in Corinth and starts by reminding them of the 
content of his preaching -- it’s all about Christ and him crucified.  The cross is essential to how we tell 
the story of salvation, and much is to be learned from it.  The cross was a horrible tool of execution 
used by the Romans to enforce their order over others.   It was excruciatingly painful, and it’s a 
mystery of our faith that God would go to the cross to show us his great love for us.  

+++   (Choose a person to read the following passage)   +++ 

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 
 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 
26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not 
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low 
and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29 so that no one 
might boast in the presence of God. 30 He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
+++ 

● What sticks out the most to you in this passage?  
 

● How is the cross “foolishness?”  
 

● Some seminary professors claim that if you don’t preach about the cross at every chance in 
worship then you’re just preaching self-help.  The cross is “Gospel” because it shows us what 
we cannot do for ourselves but what God alone accomplishes for us.  Why is it important to 
keep our focus on “Christ crucified” in our proclamation?  
 

● In the Mark reading, we see the “call story” of the first disciples, who weren’t very important 
people of their time.  The Apostle Paul tells us more about our own call starting in verse 26. 
What is his point?  
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● How does “one boast in the Lord?”  What has the Lord done for you that you want to boast 
about?  
 

● Answering that last question is really the first step in understanding how we are called to “fish 
for people.”  Often we don’t talk to others about Christ or our faith because we’re nervous, shy, 
or feel awkward about it.   If the Lord has made your life better in any significant way, wouldn’t 
you want that same thing to happen for other people?  If we so easily share a picture of our 
favorite meal on our social media, or tell others about a favorite movie we just saw, how come 
it’s more difficult to share with others what the Lord means to us?  
 
 

Taking It With You 
 
Fish for people.  Spend some time this week thinking about people around you who might need to know 
about Jesus some more.  Write their names down on a piece of paper and commit to praying for them 
for right now.  You don’t have to reach out and “evangelize” them, but just start praying for them and 
for God to open a door to have a conversation with them.  

 

Closing Prayer.  
 

Spend a few minutes collecting any special prayer requests from participants. You can 
finish your time of prayer with this closing prayer from the end of our worship.  
  
 

God of love, 
as in Jesus Christ you gave yourself to us, 

so may we give ourselves to you,  
living according to your holy will. 

Keep our feet firmly in the way where Christ leads us; 
help our lips speak the truth that Christ teaches us; 
fill our bodies with the life that is Christ within us. 

In his holy name we pray. Amen. 
 

 
  

Connect to Christ! 
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