
 

Sunday Morning Grow Groups 
Week of December 16, 2018 

 

Magnify Peace 

Announcements (1-2 min) 
● Carols, Ales, and Connect at Nine Band Brewery TODAY  from 4-7pm. All ages and 

people are welcome!  

● Festive Sweater Weekend in Worship, December 23, prizes available for best outfit!  

● Christmas Eve Worship services are 4pm (Family service with childcare), 7 & 9pm 

(Candlelight and Communion).  Ushers are needed at each worship.  Sign up in the 

atrium today.  

● One Worship service only on 12/30 at 10am.  

Connecting with Each Other  (15 minutes) 
● Welcome any new arrivals to the group by introducing yourselves. 

● Catch up on your week by sharing a high/low.  

● Spend a few moments on these questions: 

○ What is your favorite place to escape to in order to ‘get away from it all?’ 

Where is your happy place?  

○ When life is hectic around you, what practices do you have to center 

yourself?  

○ If there’s any period in your life you could go back to, what would that be?  

 

Digging Deeper and Turning to the Texts (30 minutes) 
 
We’re on the 3rd Sunday in Advent, and today we magnify the gift of PEACE that God 
extends to us through his Son, Jesus.  Our culture is concerned about magnifying its own 
ways that run counter to the gift of life in God’s kingdom.  It celebrates conflict, 
disagreement, and distraction that fills our lives with anxiety, fear, and worry.  It glorifies 
violence and bloodshed and overlooks those who are meek and seek the way of 
non-violence.  Today, we focus on how Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promise to bring 
peace to our lives, now and in the life to come.  
 
Peace in the Bible is more than just the absence of tension or conflict.  It is a reality of 
wholeness and restoration; it is an experience of things as they were always intended to 
be; it is a fullness of relationship with God where God removes everything that divides 
and separates us from God’s love; it is what our home in God is like.  
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The Hebrew people called this “Shalom,” and they knew wherever they would find the 
presence of God they would find shalom.  Our scripture texts today talk to us about the 
gift of peace that God brings into our lives and how we’re called to magnify its presence to 
those around us.  
 
John 14:18-27 
 
Let’s start with Jesus today.  Our selection from John is after the Last Supper, and Jesus is 
giving final words of encouragement and instruction to his disciples.  It’s an extended 
conversation before his arrest, trial, and crucifixion.  Read through the following passage a 
little more slowly or deliberately than normal.  
 
18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be 
loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) 
said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 
Jesus answered him, “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, 
and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Whoever does not love me 
does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father 
who sent me. 
 
25 “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of 
all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be 
afraid. 
 

● What do you think the disciples are feeling at this point in their journey with 
Jesus?  

● How does Jesus address their feelings in this passage?  
● Jesus could have left the disciples any number of things.  Power over nature; 

privilege of being his disciples; prestige that comes with being the closest to Jesus 
after his resurrection.  Instead, he leaves them peace.  Why did he choose this for 
them?  

● It’s been said, “An inheritance is what we leave for people; a legacy is what we 
leave in people.”  What legacy is Jesus leaving here?  

● What do you hope to leave behind in others when it’s your time to go?  
● What are the things that trouble our hearts these days?  
● How has the gift of Jesus’ peace taken care of your heart’s troubles?  
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Isaiah 11:1-19 
 
We turn now to the prophet Isaiah.  In our bibles, we usually see the header, “The 
Peaceful Kingdom,” before this passage.  Isaiah lived and ministered in a time when Israel 
had just been overrun for the first time by Babylon (580s BCE).  There was no peace in 
their land, and many were exiled to neighboring Iraq.  They dreamt of a time when they 
could return to their homeland to live in peace and serve God.  
 
Select someone to read the following verses, again a little slowly than normal.  
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
    or decide by what his ears hear; 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze, 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9 They will not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
 

● For extra credit points (😊), where have you heard verse 2 before?  (I’ll give you 
the answer at the bottom of the page!) 

● In verse 1, we hear about a ‘shoot coming up from the stump of Jesse.’   Jesus’ 
earthly father, Joseph, was descended from David who was the son of Jesse.  This 
passage seems to foretell the arrival and work of Jesus.  What else does the 
passage say Jesus will do in his life?  

● Why is the way of peace such a hard choice for people to make?  
● What kind of world is Isaiah describing in verses 6-9?  
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● What do you think your role is in partnering with God to create a peaceful world?  
● How does God equip you to be a peacemaker in God’s kingdom?  
● If the calf and the lion walk together and the wolf and the lamb rest next to each 

other, do you think we’ll eat steak in heaven?  (This is a big question for Pastor 
Paul!)  
 

 

Taking It Home  (3 Minutes)  
 

Christmas is right around the corner, and our world is need of peace.   Peace won’t be 
found in a gift, or a Christmas cookie, or a movie on TV.  It only comes from the Christ 
child who was born for us and this whole world.  Peace begins in our hearts and spreads 
from there to others around us.  Commit this verse of scripture to memory this week and 
look for ways to magnify peace.  

 
“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one 

body.  And be thankful.”  Colossians 3:14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
Answer from question above -- Isaiah 11:2 is the prayer we pray over every newly 
baptized person after they have been washed in the waters of grace.  The pastor normally 
places a hand of blessing upon the forehead of the person and asks for the Holy Spirit to 
fill them with everything that is shared in verse 2 here.  It was more than likely prayed 
over you after you were baptized too! 
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