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We’re glad God has brought us together to worship and hear the Good News of Jesus.   

We believe that God has given us a purpose as the people of Preston Meadow Lutheran,  

and it all begins here, in worship.  If you’re visiting with us today, we’re especially glad you are 

here.  Enjoy some coffee afterward, and let us have the chance to get to know you some  

and share with you how you can join us in God’s purpose for us.  Welcome!   

Hearing assistance devices  are available for your use.   

Please notify an usher if you would like a unit. 

GOD GATHERS US 

Prelude        

L   As we light two candles on this wreath, 
 

 C  baptize us with the fire of your Holy Spirit, that we may be a light shining in  

   the darkness welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us, for he is our light  

       and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. Amen.   
                  Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

 Two blue candles are lit. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath              

L We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown 
 

C that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 
 

L During these weeks of waiting and expecting, where people live in fear of the un-

known,  
 

C We pray for peace.  
 

L Where people are confused about your will for their lives or for the world,  
 

C We pray for clarity.  
 

L Where people doubt your presence and your word,  
 

C We pray for trust.  
 

L Where people are curious and await the future with hopeful anticipation,  
 

C We pray for wonder.  
 

L Most of all, when the world longs for you,  
 

C We pray you help us respond with tidings of comfort and joy.  
 

L We pray all this in the name of Jesus, our long--expected Savior.  
 

C Amen.  
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Apostolic Greeting     

   

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C And also with you.  

  

Prayer of the Day 
 

P  Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.   

By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you  

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 

C Amen. 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

       Shall come to you , O Israel. 



 
4 

 

Scripture Reading                  Isaiah 40:1-11                    
  The congregation reads responsively. 

 INTO THE WORD        

Scripture Reading                     2 Peter 3: 8-15a         Pew Bible p.  1019

     After the Reading, the People say, Thanks Be to God.               

L  Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 

C Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, 

  that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand 

  double for all her sins. 

L  A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

C Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 

  the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 

L  Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, 

  for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

C A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

  All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

L   The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 

  surely the people are grass. 

C The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand  

  forever. 

L  Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your   

  voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; 

  say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 

 C See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; 

  his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 

L  He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

  and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
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Gospel Acclamation                     

A  The holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter:  

C  Glory to  you, O Lord.  

Gospel Reading                           Mark 1: 1-8                                      Pew Bible p. 836 

 

A  The Gospel of our Lord. 

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation            Please repeat from above.  
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Hymn of the Day  

Sermon                                   Pastor Paul Mussachio 
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The Apostles’ Creed   
 

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Please kneel as you are able.   

After each petition:                                   
  

  A Lord, in your mercy,  

  C hear our prayer. 

The Peace  
 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

C  And also with you. 
 

 The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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Solo  (8:30)              “I Wonder as I Wander “                    by John Jacob Niles 

                Carson Dorsey 

Offering Prayer      
 

 A  Let us pray. Savior of the nations, come.  
 

 

 C  Make your home here in us.  

Feed us with your love,  

that our faith may shine ever new 

and our lives reveal your light.  

Amen. 

Please take the time to sign our “Welcome to our Worship” booklet found at the end of each 

pew so we may record your time with us today.  If you are new to our community, we’d like to 

know where you live so we might have the chance to be neighborly.  

We’re glad you’re with us today!  

Worship, Connect, Grow  Serve Opportunities: Tag 3 
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AT THE TABLE 

The Great Thanksgiving  
 

P   The Lord be with you.     

C  And also with you. 

P   Lift up your hearts.  

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn:  

P Holy God, the Beginning and the End...both now and forever.   

C Amen. 
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 P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray the prayer Jesus gave us:  
 

Lord’s Prayer   
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done,  

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial  

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever.  Amen. 

Communion 

At Preston Meadow Lutheran, our communion table is “open.”  That means that you don’t have 

to be a member of PMLC to commune, or even a Lutheran.  We welcome children of all ages to this 

favorite meal of the church because we know that we come at Jesus’ invitation to receive his free 

gift of grace.  Parents, if your children are not yet communing, encourage them to fold their arms 

over their chests to receive a blessing.  If you are communing, simply open your hands and bread 

will be given to you.  Cups with white grape juice are located in the center of the trays; gluten‐free 

wafers are available on request.  Come and enjoy the free gifts of God! 

Lamb of God                
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Communion Hymns                    
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Table Blessing 
 

P  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.   
 

C    Amen. 
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INTO THE WORLD 

Sending Prayer  
 

 A  Let us pray. God for whom we wait,  
 

C  you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. 

Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, 

and send us forth to be your people in the world, 

announcing your coming among us  

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Please stand. 

Blessing 
 

  P   May Christ, the Sun of righteousness,  

    shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 
 

 C    Amen. 

Prayer For the Sending of Communion  
        The communion elements are sent to a local assisted living center for distribution. 

P  O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger, 

bless those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters 

and brothers who are homebound.  May they be sustained by the love  

 and prayers of this community and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 

C  Amen. 
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Dismissal 

A  Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                                             
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Join us in worship this 
Christmas season 

 
Children’s Christmas  
Program   

Today—11am  
  
 
Christmas Eve Family  
Service  
(childcare provided) 
 

December 24—4pm 
  
 
Christmas Eve Candlelight & 
Carols (with Holy  
Communion)        

December 24—7 & 9pm 
 
 
New Year Worship Service   

December 31—10am  

Invite your family and friends to celebrate the joy of the season! 
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December 3, 2017 
 

Church Attendance: 447    Online Attendance: 59    Communion Attendance: 397    

Total Attendance: 506     Offering: $56,603.16 

Pastors:   

Rev.  Paul Mussachio, Lead Pastor | Rev. Dr. Jackie Linden-Schade, Pastor for Congregational Care  

Rev. Kate Knutson, Pastor for Family Ministries  |  Tony Katko, Pastoral Intern 

6801 Coit Road, Plano, Texas  75024  ▪  972.618.2233  ▪  www.pmlc.org 

Serving in Worship 

                       
 

Preacher & Presider: Pastor Paul Mussachio              
 

 

Acolytes:  Nathan Wixon        
 

Advent Lighting: The Wixon Family            

Assisting Minister: Joe Sheffield      
 

Lector: Sue Johnsen            

Organist/Choir Dir.: Anne  Abercrombie      
 

Pianist: Hannah Abercrombie       
 

Ushers: Roger & Bibs Toney       

               Nick Hultgren       

               Larry & Hildy Katzung       

               Josh Johnson                      

 Asst. Head Ushers: Steve Bargmann            
 

 Atrium Greeters: John & Shirley Dorn             

 Altar Care: Sandy Mashigian & Becky Shuman 
 

 Bread Baker:  Kathleen Rice                 
 

 Coffee: Sandra Sheffield           


