MAGNIFY LOVE
Preston Meadow Lutheran Church
2nd Sunday of Advent
Plano, Texas
December 9, 2018
8:30 & 11am

SPIRIT CHECK
In my opinion, one of the best ways to love someone is to pray for them. Prayer is one of the
ways that we connect to God, but it also connects us to each other. The Apostle Paul always
writes about prayer in his letters. Whenever I read one of Paul’s letters I am amazed because
he always tells the people that he thanks God for them every day. When we ask God to be with
someone, whether they know it or not, we are asking God to protect them, to care for them,
and to love them. God loves us, and because of this we can show His love in many ways.
Prayer is one way to magnify God’s love, what are some other ways that you can magnify love
in your every day lives? Say a prayer for someone today, we could all use some more of that.
Let’s get ready to worship and magnify God’s love! —Pastor Kate

Please silence your cell phones.
Feel free to notify an usher if you would like a hearing assistance device.

GOD GATHERS US
Prelude

Welcome

Gathering Hymn
O come, O come, Emmanuel
and ransom captive Israel;
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to you, O Israel.
O come, O come, O Lord of might,
as to your tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times you gave the Law
in cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain.
O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav’nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
L We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown
C that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
L During these weeks of waiting and expecting, where people live in fear of the unknown,
C We pray for peace.
L Where people are confused about your will for their lives or for the world,
C We pray for clarity.
L Where people doubt your presence and your word,
C We pray for trust.
L Where people are curious and await the future with hopeful anticipation,
C We pray for wonder.
L Most of all, when the world longs for you,
C We pray you help us magnify hope, love, joy, and peace that comes from knowing
you.
L We pray all this in the name of Jesus, our long—expected Savior.
C Amen.
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L As we light two candles of our wreath, we remember that:
“Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the clouds.
Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains,
your judgments are like the great deep;
you save humans and animals alike, O Lord.
C How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
L They feast on the abundance of your house,
and you give them drink from the river of your delights.
C For with you is the fountain of life;
in your light we see light.” (Psalm 36:5‐9)
We light two blue candles to magnify HOPE and LOVE.

Gathering Hymn

Apostolic Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.
By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your love and
salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Holy Baptism
Stephen Logan Wolfe, son of Garrett and Jamie Wolfe

Profession of Faith
P Do you believe in God the Father?
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come to judge the living and the dead.

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Baptism
Laying On of Hands and Prayer
Welcome
A Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.
A representative from the congregation leads the assembly in the welcome.

C We welcome you into the Lordʹs family. We receive you as a fellow
member of the body of Christ, child of the same heavenly Father,
and partner with us in the kingdom of God.

INTO THE WORD
First Reading

Deuteronomy 6:1‐9

Pew Bible p. 151

After the Reading, the People say, Thanks Be to God.

Second Reading

1 Corinthians 13:1‐13

Pew Bible p. 959

After the Reading, the People say, Thanks Be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

A The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 6th chapter:
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Reading

Luke 6:27‐36

Pew Bible p. 862

A The Gospel of our Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

“Magnify Love”

Pastor Jackie Linden‐Schade

Hymn of the Day
Verses 1‐3 only.

Prayers of Intercession
Please kneel as you are able. After each petition:
A Lord in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

The Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

Worship, Connect, Grow

Serve Opportunities

To all of our guests: One of the many ways we live out our faith is through
JOYFUL GENEROSITY. We’d like to celebrate that God has brought you here
today by making a $25 contribution in your name to a charity of your choice. After
worship, please stop by our Welcome Center in the Atrium so you can designate the
charity and provide us with your information. Thank you for joining us today.

Offering Anthem

“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”
PMLC Sanctuary Choir

by Taylor Davis

Offering Prayer
A

Let us pray. Savior of the nations, come.

C

Make your home here in us.
Feed us with your love,
that our faith may shine bright
and our lives reveal your light. Amen.

AT THE TABLE
The Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn:

P Holy God, the Beginning and the End...now and forever.
C Amen.

P

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray the prayer Jesus gave us:

Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Communion
At Preston Meadow Lutheran, our communion table is “open.” That means that you don’t
have to be a member of PMLC to commune, or even a Lutheran. We welcome children of all
ages to this favorite meal of the church because we know that we come at Jesus’
invitation to receive his free gift of grace. Parents, if your children are not yet communing,
encourage them to fold their arms over their chests to receive a blessing. If you are
communing, simply open your hands and bread will be given to you. Cups with white grape
juice are located in the center of the trays; gluten-free wafers are available on request.
Come and enjoy the free gifts of God!

Communion Hymns

Table Blessing
P

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

INTO THE WORLD
Please stand.

Sending Prayer
A

Let us pray. God in whom we hope,

C

you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share.
Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts,
and send us forth to be your people who magnify love in the world,
always announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Blessing
P

May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you
and scatter the darkness from before your path.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

Closing Hymn

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Magnify LOVE!
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Lost after a loss?
Find your way with a caring
Stephen Minister.
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