
Sunday Morning Grow Groups
April 18, 2021

Third Sunday of Easter

● Good morning and welcome, friends!

● With more people being vaccinated and returning to in-person worship, we’re looking to add to

volunteer groups to help with Sunday morning activities. If you would like to usher, serve on

the altar guild, distribute communion at our additional communion station, or lead worship,

please reach out to the ministry office.  After a year of COVID, we’ll need to rebuild our

volunteer teams serving in ministry.  Thanks for considering!

_________________________________________________________________________________

A Jumpstart Thought, something to think about as we begin today:

There is an old saying: If you want to hide the treasure, put it in plain sight.  Then
no one will see it.

--Larry Dossey

___________________________________________________________________________________

Theme:  Hiding in Plain Sight

Our two passages today play with the idea of “hiding in plain sight.”  The first passage, from 1 John 3,
talks about how the church is hidden from the eyes of the world because they live as children of God
and not children of the world.  The world doesn’t see the church for who it is because they are stuck in
their ways of sin and does not know the way of God. The second passage, from Luke 24, is a
resurrection appearance story, and the disciples are still full of disbelief that Jesus is risen from the
dead.  Not only does he reveal himself as truly alive, he also shows them how the Scriptures talk about
him.  The same Scriptures that they have heard and read for all of their lives are now seen and heard in
a different way because of Jesus’ resurrection and his interpretation of them.  He, and the resurrection,
were hiding in plain sight.

DIVING INTO THE TEXTS

1 John 3:1-7 (reading from the New Revised Standard Version)

Background: The letters of John in the New Testament are thought to be letters written directly to a
specific faith community -- the Johannine community, which committed itself to acts of charity, care for
one another, and holy living.   They fall in a section of the New Testament called, “The Pastoral
Epistles,” and follow the Pauline epistles (the letters of the Apostle Paul).
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These letters contained bits of theology and encouragement on how to live in light of the resurrection
since God has changed the future of the world in the risen life of Jesus.  We can see the early church
working out its developing thoughts about God and the life of faith to which they are called after
they’re baptisms.

+++ Choose someone to read the following passage. +++

1 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we
will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will
see him as he is. 3 And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

4 Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he was revealed to take
away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or
known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is
righteous.

+++

● The early church had to work hard on helping its members understand the great identity change
that they were going through once they were baptized and belonged to the church.  The change
started on the cross where God showed his love for all the world and indicated that nothing will
ever separate us from this love.

○ Reflect on a time in your life when you felt your identity shifted (for example: from
boyfriend/girlfriend to husband/wife, or when children were born and you became
mom/dad, or when grandkids came along and you took up a new role, or when you
went from employee to boss, or from employed to retired...there’s lot of identity shifts
when you think about it).

■ What did you notice about yourself?
■ Was it hard to get used to the new identity?
■ What did you enjoy about it?
■ What do you think the early church thought about being called “children of

God?”
■ What would have been hard for them?

● When the Bible speaks about sin, there are always two layers of understanding happening.  On
the surface level, sin is any action that goes against God’s ways.   It’s easy to see them and point
them out.   On a deeper level, Sin is the underlying condition of the human experience -- our
relationship with God is broken and deeply flawed and there is nothing we can do about it.  We
experience this brokenness in many different ways and our ‘sins’ are symptoms of this
condition.

○ Understanding this, what are your thoughts about verses 4-7?
○ In Lutheran theology, we define the “Law” as that which accuses us, and the “Gospel” as

that which frees us.   How does the death and resurrection of Jesus address us as Law
and Gospel at the same time?

○ How can we encourage one another in the church to live as children of God?

+++
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Luke 24:36b-48    (New Revised Common Version)

Background: Luke describes a few instances of Jesus’ appearance after the resurrection to the
disciples.  This passage follows the famous “Walk to Emmaus” story when Jesus met with two disciples
returning home to Emmaus with heavy hearts after Jesus’ death. Even though they had heard about his
resurrection earlier that day in Jerusalem, they were still in disbelief.   Jesus accompanies them on their
walk and reveals himself to them when he breaks bread with them at their home later that evening.
They rush back to Jerusalem and describe their encounter with the disciples gathered there.  While
sharing their story, Jesus shows up again.

+++  Choose a person to read this passage.  +++

36b Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37 They were startled and terrified,
and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts
arise in your hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does
not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and
his feet. 41 While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything
here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate in their presence.

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their
minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and
to rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things.”

+++

● Did you ever have an experience in your life where it was just hard to wrap your head around
something?  (Like physics, statistics, where a comma should and shouldn’t go, world events,
etc?)   What helped you make sense of the situation?

● How does Jesus eating a piece of fish with the disciples help them?
● Jesus spends time opening the Scriptures to the disciples. How jealous are you of their chance

to sit at the Master’s feet and learn from him?!
○ Where do you see the story of Jesus written in our Old Testament?
○ How can we “read resurrection” into the first stories of God’s interaction with people,

specifically Israel?
● The Greek word for “witness” is marturia, from which we get our word “martyr.”  How does it

change the last verse to read witnesses as martyrs? (Go ahead and reread that line by changing
out those words).

○ Martyrs point to something in their life and death -- usually the cause they offer their
lives for.  How do our lives point to Jesus?

○ How hard is it to live as a witness to the resurrection in our day and age?  What are the
things that get in our way, or disrupt our message, or tempt us toward something else?

+++

As you wrap up, ask: who would like to lead next week?
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Closing Prayer.

Spend a few minutes collecting any special prayer requests from participants. You can
finish your time of prayer with this closing prayer from our worship in the Easter season.

God of our salvation,
you have restored us to life,

you have brought us back again into your love
by the triumphant death and resurrection of Christ:

continue to heal us as we go to live and work
in the power of your Spirit,

to your praise and glory. Amen.

Con���t �� C�ri��!
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