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Upcoming Events 

MARCH 
1  Youth Mission Trip Registration  
2  Ash Wednesday Service 
6  Communion 
 Movie:  “Sabina:  Tortured for Christ” 
7  Renew - Discipleship Explored 
8  Summer’s Best Registration Begins 
12  Bloom 
16 PEP Lunch 
 
APRIL 
2 Spring Work Day 
3  Communion 
14  Maundy Thursday Service 
15  Office Closes at 12:00 for Good Friday 
17  Resurrection Sunday 
20 Blood Drive 

In Acts 5:38-39 we read of the Apostles being persecuted and almost killed by the Chief Priests.  This would have 
been a massive blow to the early Church, however Gamaliel a very respected priest stood, and after reminding how 
past uprisings failed, stated, “Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if 
their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; 
you will only find yourselves fighting against God.” 
 
We know that it was the Lord that inspired Gamaliel, as He was protecting the Apostles, and gave us what we call 
the Gamliel principle. 
 
Simply, if something for the Church is of human origin, be it a program, idea, or teaching, it will fail, but if it is from 
God, the one who fights against it, fights against the Lord.  
 
This is helpful for our individual lives, our families, and our Church as we pursue what the Lord has called us and has 
empowered us to do.  
 
When we think of the “new ways”, (new meaning not used in Acts by the early Church) that the Lord has used to 
bring us to Himself, and lead us to a greater knowledge of Him, this picture becomes clearer.  He has used Sunday 
school classes, hymns and praise songs, movies, musicals, books, curriculums, buildings, evangelistic gatherings in 
stadiums, Bible studies, and much more.  These are all things that were “new” at the time, but we can look back and 
know that they are from God, for their results have been lasting for many.  
 
As you look through this newsletter, you will see many of our wonderful traditions and ways of doing things that we 
have done for years that the Lord is blessing.  You will also see new ideas that after much prayer, we feel the Lord is 
leading us to as a Church family, that we may know Jesus more and have a more complete outreach to this wonder-
ful area that the Lord has called us to.  My hope is that you will engage with them as you feel led and pray for all of 
them that Jesus may be honored and glorified.  
 
Finally, if you feel that the Lord has given you a new idea for the Church, please be encouraged to bring it to me, so 
that we can pray and seek the Lord together.  
 
How wonderful it is to be part of the Graystone family! 
 
Be God’s, 
Pastor Rob 

Graystone Church Officers 

 

Elders 
Class of 2023 Class of 2024 Class of 2025 
Andy Arblaster Cheryl Caroff  Rob Brown 
David Nehrig Randy Greene Linda Blacksmith 
Bob Pollock David Hill  Justin Brode 
Chris Pusateri Jason Stubbe  Randy LeBlanc 
  

Deacons 
Class of 2023 Class of 2024 Class of 2025 
Teresa Arblaster Karen Brown  Gladys Ashe 
Tracey Redd Karen Cass  Scott Elgin 
Gloria Shepler Judy Cunningham Kate Farren 
Mary Smerdel Joan Lockhart Ellie Lewis 
Cindy Turnbull Jen Sleppy  Kathy Jones 
Denise Watson Marian Marshall Erica Snyder 
Tim Weaver Karen McMillen Cathy Stahr 
  

Endowment Fund Trustees 
Class of 2023 -  George Evans 
Class of 2024 - Bill McMillen 

Class of 2025 - John Thompson 
Class of 2026 - Samuel Clark and Greg Holsinger 
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The Graystone Seanor Library is planning a book club.  We 
will be reading a book about the Underground Rail-
road.  We feel it will be particularly relevant because Gray-
stone's first pastor and some of our early members were 
involved in the area's effort to help escaping slaves from 
the South.  The Underground Railroad was not underground 
and it was not a railroad, but it was a secret system to help 
slaves escape to freedom.  The administrator of the 
Blairsville Underground Railroad Museum has agreed to 
come and speak with us about the information they have 
collected telling the history of the Underground Railroad in 
our area.  
 
In the past we have distributed the books to interested peo-
ple.  (We have not limited the book club to Graystone mem-
bers.  Others are welcome to participate.)  We take a month 
to read the book and then meet one evening to discuss the 
book, perhaps hear a speaker or see a video.  Our tentative 
plan is to distribute books the week after Easter and plan to 
have our discussion night on Tuesday, May 17th. You will be 
hearing more about the book club in the months ahead. 

LIBRARY  

CCO Missional Communities 

Missional Communities are a new ministry opportunity 
for our college students to create space to come      
together around tables, study God’s Word, and have a 
heart for the big mission God has put in front of us at 
IUP.  It’s been a wonderful chance to see God open up 
hearts and lives to build relationship with others and 
create welcome for people outside the church.  
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Mark Your Calendar for PEP Lunches on: 

 May 18 

 July 20 

 September 21 

 November 16 

The Growth Path is the initial step toward membership in Graystone 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church. There are 4  separate sessions which 

will be held during Sunday School hour on the first 4 Sundays in May.  If 
you are interested in becoming a member or just want to learn more 
about the church you are  welcome to attend. Please call the church 
office to register for the Growth Path or to get additional information.   
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Holy Week 

“the great Exchange” 

Renew 
And then take on an entirely new way of life—a God-fashioned life, a life re-
newed from the inside and working itself into your conduct as God accurately 
reproduces his character in you.  (Eph 4:23-34 Message) 

Every Monday during Lent in the Chapel 
(March 7, 14, 21, 28, April 4, 11) 

from 6:30 PM – 7:45 PM 
 

We will meet for a time of being renewed as we focus our minds and hearts on the 
book of Philippians.  We will be using a wonderful resource called “Discipleship Ex-
plored” as we will watch a 15 minute video, and have a time of discussion around ta-
bles, led by Pastor Rob.  Even if you can not make every session, please still come, as 
each time of teaching will focus on a separate thought as we go through Philippi-
ans.  Please feel free to invite a friend to join you. 
Here is how “Discipleship Explored” is describe by its’ creators: 
 

What's the best love you've ever known? 
 

Discipleship Explored helps followers of Jesus turn up the gospel soundtrack to 
their lives. 
 

It goes beyond simply teaching the right moves - go to church, pray, read the 
Bible, share the gospel - and focuses on the music which drives discipleship: the 
love of Christ. The greatest love anyone can ever know. 
 

This eight-session journey through Paul’s letter to the Philippians is ideal for be-
lievers at any stage of the Christian life. It features brand-new documentary-
style films and inspiring real-life stories from around the world. 
 

If you are interested in coming, please sign up in the Welcome Center,  contact Connie 
in the Church office at cbothell@graystonepc.org or go to www.graystonepc.org.   
There is no fee for this class, we just want to make sure that we have enough chairs 
and tables ready.  

PEP ACTIVITIES  
PEP (People Enjoying People) is designed to get our members 

connecting through fellowship meals and trips.  This group mainly 
targets our over 55 age group, BUT IS OPEN TO ALL AGES.  

March 16 - 12:00 noon 

Irish Theme Luncheon with speaker 
Ron Pierce sharing how God is at 

work in various areas of the world. 

Call the Church Office to Sign Up! 

September 29  
Sight & Sound: “David” 
More Details to follow. 

May 21 - Guy Penrod 
“This Is My Story;  This is My Song” 

Palace Theatre (Greensburg, PA) 
3:00 p.m. 

Cost is $40 per person 
Limited to 24 people.  

If you wish to place one or more tulip pots (6 inch) in the 
sanctuary for Easter, please fill out the form below and re-
turn it to the church office.  The deadline for ordering tulips 
is Monday, April 4. 
 
I/We will place __________ tulip(s) in the sanctuary.   

Make checks payable to Graystone Church marking “Tulip” 
in the memo line. 

 

Cost is $8.00 per 6 inch pot. 

Given by: 
_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 
 

In Memory of: 
_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 
 

In Honor of: 
_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 
 
     I will pick up my tulip after the 11:00 a.m.  service on  

Easter Sunday, April 17 
 

     The Deacons may take my plant to a shut in. 

mailto:cbothell@graystonepc.org
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We’re taking a group of our Jr and Sr High students down 
to Knoxville TN for a week of serving others, learning 
about God’s heart for service, and making amazing memo-
ries. We’ll be partnering with a mission’s organization 
called Next Step Ministries that will provide the host loca-
tion, take care of our meals and service projects, and also 
supply our teaching and music time each day as we wor-
ship as well as serve together. Leaders from our church 
will lead our teams at each worksite where we’ll be work-
ing alongside community organizations and local churches 
that are invested in the long-term hope that Jesus brings in 
this local place.  

Trip registration will open on March 1st at  
graystoneyouth.org and keep an eye out for support 

letters from our students and other ways to help in the 
coming months! 

June 13-17 
Camp for elementary aged kids going into K-6th will be 
one week from June 13-17. Camp will start at 8:30am and 
end at 1:30pm and will cost $30. Scholarships are always 
available. Summer’s Best is at its best when it creates 
space for children and families that are not yet engaged 
with the church. This format will allow kids to connect for 
a week and learn about Jesus and to see how welcoming 
He is through His people. We are also going to be includ-
ing electives for our kids 4th – 6th grade that will be 
taught by other leaders that connect with kids who want 
to learn skills across many disciplines, in addition to ath-
letics. We’re going to need your help with this part, espe-
cially in areas of the arts, woodworking, baking, and many 
others! We hope you’ll be praying for Summer’s Best this 
year that God would use it for His glory here in Indiana, 
PA. 

Important Dates Coming Up: 
• February 22  – March 4 
 Accepting Counselor applications for youth going 
 into 7th grade and older at www.graystonepc.org 
• March 8  
 Registration for campers will open online at  
 graystonepc.org 

 

Presbytery of the  
Alleghenies             $14.50  
EPC                        $23.00                     

                                  $37.50 

PER MEMBER ASKING 2022  

Here is some information about how your Per Member 
Asking donation is used by the EPC, for further information 
visit their website at https://epc.org/donate/
permemberasking/ 
 
Per Member Asking is the primary means of funding the 
EPC’s mission and vision. These contributions are put to 
work through collaborative ministries, connectional sup-
port, and custodial operations. 

• Collaborative Ministries serve and support local church 
and presbytery initiatives to achieve our mission and 
vision better together than alone.  

• Connectional Support ensures that EPC constitutional 
mandates unite and align churches, sessions, presby-
teries, and committees with the General Assembly.  

• Custodial Operations ensures prudent stewardship, 
protection, and management of EPC assets, integrity, 
finances, information, and employees. 

Our Junior and Senior High kids were away at the EPiC Retreat 

at Seneca Hills Bible Camp from February 11-13 with 9 other 

churches in our Presbytery and it was an amazing weekend 

away of making memories, learning about the Lord, and     

laughing a lot.  Thank you for praying for us! 



FACILITIES UPDATE 

Here is a look at a few of the projects that the Facilities team has in their radar 
for 2022. 
 
• New entry into the Welcome Center including new steps/landing, new doors 

at the elevator and the Welcome Center and a roof to cover this en-
try.  WHY?  The roof that is currently over the Welcome Center has been 
leaking and caused the doors to warp.  As we met with an architect to plan 
for a new larger roof it became clear that the structural integrity of the 
steps, which are starting to have holes appear,  and landing was not sound 
enough to support a new roof and needs attention. 

 

• We are in the planning stages of refreshing the Welcome Center. This is a 
key area of ministry both on Sunday mornings and throughout the week. 
Our goal is to make it more welcoming while maintaining the flexibility and 
functionality of this space. 

 

• We will continue to update and refresh our landscaping around the church, 
including the restoration of our lawn and the trimming of the larger trees 
surrounding the church grounds. 

 

• We have contracted with Young and Associates and M. D. Sleppy Construc-
tion to design a pavilion that would be located on the property that  former-
ly housed the manse. We expect to have a draft within the next month. We 
will present further updates on this potential project as they arise. 

 

• As we continue to worship together in 2022, we will be experiencing a much 
needed update to the quality of sound in the sanctuary. As we gather to 
hear from the Word of God and learn and grow as His disciples many of our 
brothers and sisters struggle to hear the spoken Word. We have contracted 
with Kinetics AV (www.kineticsav.com), a professional firm near Pittsburgh 
that evaluates, designs, and installs commercial audio and video systems. 
They have over 25 years of experience designing sound systems for houses 
of worship, performing arts centers, sports venues, etc. Included in our con-
tract is training for our Director of Technology; Cody Toy and the volunteers 
that assist him. This will help assure that once our new sound system is in 
place, we know how to use it well and to its fullest.  This work began on Feb-
ruary 16, 2022. 

 

The Facilities team invites you to ask questions about any of the projects listed. 
Please contact Elder Dave Nehrig at 724-388-4707 with any questions. Do you 
see a project around the church that you think we should consider? Let us know, 
we keep a long list of updates and projects, and we will be glad to add your idea 
to our ongoing list for consideration. 
 

“Let the favor of the Lord our God be on us; establish for us the work of our 
hands…” Psalm 90:17 

Resumes February 20 
Sundays at 9:45 am  

in the Chapel 
Teacher:  Pastor Joe Stroup 

 
Here’s the breakdown of topics and the 
schedule for the remainder of this class 
time: 

Sexuality and Gender 
February  20  

Lamech and Why All This 
Matters to God 

February 27 
Gender Identity: The World and 

the Bible 
March 6  
BREAK 

March 13 
Sexuality: Orientation,  
Attraction and Practice 

March 20 
God’s Purposes for Marriage 

March 27 
BREAK 

 
Justice and the Heart of God 

April 3 
Abraham and Abimelech and 

How We Live in the World 
April 10  

God’s Heart for Justice 
April 17 

BREAK – EASTER SUNDAY 
April 24  

Politics and the Follower of Jesus 
May 1 

Race and the Church Today 
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MISSION TEAM  

In Isaiah 55:11 the Lord promises,   
“So my word that comes from my mouth 

will not return to me empty, 
but it will accomplish what I please 

and will prosper in what I send it to do.” 
This is an important verse for our missionaries, as missions 
work can be very hard.  It is a slow process of building 
trust, and earning the right to be heard.  Couple that with 
competing religions, traditions, and secular teachings, and 
a missionary can be left only looking at their labor which 
can feel fruitless.  That is why this promise from the Lord is 
vital, for they can hold on to the truth, sometimes by their 
finger nails, that their role is to simply love others and 
share the Word of God, and the Lord will accomplish 
through them all that He desires, which we know is His 
Good Will.  It is vital that we pray for our missionar-
ies.  Please pray that the promises and truths of Scripture 
settle deep into their hearts and minds.  Pray that the Lord 
gives them fruit and a vision for what He is doing.  Pray 
that they have a strong sense of His presence and a re-
newed calling each and every day as they serve 
Him.  These are the same prayers that I ask you to make 
for each other as well, as we serve Him.  
  Below is a list of our International, Regional, and 
Local Missions partners.  I ask that you pray each day for 
one of them, as we partner with them in prayer, support, 
and the calling of Jesus upon His Church.  

Be God’s, 
Pastor Rob 

  
International Missionaries 
• Rainbow Nursery, Sirach Family -- Thailand 
• Pat Premick  -- Taiwan 
• Edunations/Benekoro (EPC) – Sierra Leone 
• Thompson, Walford and Jen, St. Vincent in the Grene-

dines 
• Thomas, Ned and Kathy -- Wycliffe Bible Translators 
• Kramer, Dan and Tawny – Jesus Film – Thailand/

Indonesia 
• Real Hope for Haiti -- Haiti 
• Brook, Elijah and Jessie – Scotland 
  
Regional Missionaries 
• Mattes, Michael and Beth/CCO Ohio – Capitol Univer-

sity, Columbus Ohio 
• Coffey, David and Ashley/CRU – New York City 
• EPC Presbytery of the Alleghenies Church Planting -- 

Beaver, PA 
  
Local Missionaries/Missions – Indiana Borough/Indiana 
County 
• Child Evangelism Fellowship 
• Life Way Pregnancy Center 
• Chevy Chase Community Center 
• Salvation Army 
• WMUG Radio 
• Family Promise 
• Yokefellow Prison 
• Young Life 
• Celebrate Life 
•     CCO IUP 

Local Mission Opportunity 

      We will once again have an opportunity to reach out to 
a family in need by providing an evening meal to a family 
currently residing at the Family Promise Day Center during 
the weeks of April 24 -30 and May 1-7, 2022.  For more 
information about the Family Promise Program or to sign 
up to drop off a meal please contact Teresa Arblaster at 
724-349-2665 or taarblaster @icloud.com  

Voice of the Martyrs  presents: 

Sabina:  Tortured for Christ 

Hosted by our International Missions Team 

Sunday, March 6 

5:30 p.m. 

Graystone Chapel 
 

Sabina:  Tortured for Christ, the Nazi Years is the story of 
how God’s love transformed an ambitious, atheistic he-
donist into one of the greatest Christian women of the 
20th century. The film opens with Sabina Wurmbrand risk-
ing her life to show Christ’s love to three Nazi soldiers. 
Why would a Jewish Christian risk her life to help her ene-
mies, members of the army that killed her entire family? 
 

Experience the amazing true story that has 

inspired millions around the world! 


