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2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES  
available in the Welcome Center 

through November 
  Please stop by the table and pick up your  
envelopes before Sunday, November 24.   

If you do not have envelopes and would like to 
use them for 2020 please email 

cbothell@graystonepc.org to be assigned a 
number.  
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WINTER 2019 

Welcoming People  Following Jesus                                                        

 

Graystone Members & Friends, 
 
We teach our children that Christmas is for others – at least we try to.  Obviously God thinks 
Christmas is for others.  He planned to send His son, told his people and they told their    
neighbors.  It is surprising in the Christmas story how many told their neighbors. 
 
This Advent we will celebrate that Christmas is for our neighbors.  Did you ever wonder what 
neighbor informed the first wise men in the East to look for a coming king?  Which neighbors 
did the stinky shepherds tell after their encounter with angels and the Baby.  Why did the 
neighbors try to name John (the Baptist) Zechariah?  And how many neighbors watched the 
young teenage girl grow pregnant in Nazareth?  When the eternal Word became flesh, how 
many neighbors did he touch?     
 
Please plan to invite your neighbors to celebrate Christ this Christmas.  The Elders will pass  
out cards to you that you can pass on to your friends.  Listen to CAT Country 106.3 FM for 
Graystone ads and familiar voices encouraging all Indiana to share Christmas with our     
neighbors.  
 

Your Pastors, 

John, Ryan and Joe 

November 
10 Thanking Our Veterans 
      Growth Path 
15 CCO Fall Ball 
17 Growth Path 
19 Deacons and Session Meetings 
20  PEP Luncheon  
28 Thanksgiving Day 
 

December 
1 Communion Sunday 
      Wreath Making 
3 PEP Trip to Sight and Sound 
7 Decorate the Sanctuary 
      Ladies’ Holiday Open  
      House 
8 Stone Thanksmas Dinner 
17 Deacons and Session Meetings 
24   Christmas Eve Services 
25 Christmas Day 
31   New Year’s Eve 
 
 
 
 

January 
1     New Year’s Day 
5 Communion Sunday 
15 PEP Luncheon 
21 Deacons and Session Meetings 
26 Congregational Meeting 
 
 

Christmas Is 
For Our 

Neighbors 
 

December 1           Joe Stroup 
“Who First Told the Wise 

Men?”   
 

December 8        Ryan Mowen 
“Who Told the Stinky  

Shepherds?”   
 

December 15    John McElwain 
“Neighbors Wanted to Name 

the Baby” 
 

December 22    John McElwain 
“Just a Neighbor Girl Praises 

God” 
 

Christmas Eve 
“Jesus Moved Into the Tent 

Next Door” 
7:00 Family Friendly  

10:00 Good Old  
Fashioned Christmas Eve  

 

December 29    John McElwain 
“Ephesus:  The Start of a 

Transitional Church” 

 

 

 

Wednesday, November 20 at 12:00 noon 
Come enjoy a Thanksgiving feast with your 

Graystone Family. 
Cost:  $7.00 per person 

RVSP By calling Karen Cass at 724-463-3877 

 

Presbytery of the Alleghenies        $14.50  
EPC                  $23.00  

$37.50 

PER MEMBER ASKING 2020  

From the Graystone Church Staff 

Christmas Poinsettias 
Help beautify the sanctuary for the Christmas     

Season by placing a poinsettia in memory or in 

honor of someone you love.   

Poinsettias are $9.00 and can be 
picked up after the  

10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service 
or delivered to a shut-in.   

If you wish to place a poinsettia in 
the sanctuary on Christmas please 

contact the office by   
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8. 

The Church Office will be closed the following days 
for the Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years’ 
Holidays: 

 Wed. November 27 (Office Closes at 12 nn) 

 Thurs. November 28 - Fri. November 29 
 Tues. December 24 - Thurs. December 26 
 Tues, December 31 - Wed. January 1 

The Main Office will be closed the following days while the Office       
Manager is on vacation: 

 Mon. November 11 - Tues. November 12 
 Mon, December 2 - Tues. December 3 
 Thurs, December  12 - Fri. December 13 



PEP-ON-THE-GO 

Two opportunities to gather with your  
church family as we prepare for  

Christmas. 
  

Sunday, December 1 
Wreath Making and Lunch  

(bring gloves and pruning shears) 
            11:00  Set up, Wreath Making 
            12:15  Soup and Sandwich Lunch  
            12:30  Wreath Making 

  
Saturday, December 7  

Decorate the Sanctuary 
2:00-4:00 p.m.   

Stop by and help as we decorate the church for 
Christmas. 

Graystone Women's 
Holiday Tea 

Women of all ages, teens and up!   
 

Saturday, December 7 
2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Heather Ashe's home  
295 Williams St (the very end of N 3rd St.) 

A selection of hot and cold beverages will be provided; bring a 
dessert or appetizer to share.  Bring a friend or neighbor, too!   

The new format will reflect the  
Transitional Pastor Season. 

 

Three separate gatherings. 
 

8:30 a.m.   
Breakfast 

Start your morning by gathering in fellowship with your 
church family.  We will ask volunteers to sign-up to bring 

breakfast casseroles, fruit, sweet breads, etc.   

 
9:45 a.m.  

Combined Worship  
Sermon Series:  A Celebrated Church in Transition 

 
*** A Break and Time to Stretch*** 

 
11:00 a.m. 

Congregational Meeting 
Theme:  Let’s Remember and Look Forward 

Election of Officers 

With Christmas around the corner it is easy to feel        
overwhelmed.  Let’s make memories and do something 
special with the ones God has entrusted to us as we        
remember the coming of Jesus. Here’s some ideas for this 
year: 
 
 Join us Sunday December 1st in the Gathering Place 

after service for lunch and a time of building the   
greenery to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas.  
We’ll have additional activities for little ones who are 
not quite ready to assemble wreaths.  

 

 At that event and starting that Sunday, we’ll have      
Advent Calendars available for this Advent to help 
countdown the days until Christmas. This year’s         
calendar is full of activity ideas to do together and a 
break down of the story leading up to the birth of Jesus 
by December 25th.  

 

 Set aside time as a family to read Scripture together.  
Take this opportunity to slow down and refocus on   
Jesus. Use the Advent Calendar to start or to             
supplement something you already do. Make the most 
of the openness that the Christmas season brings.  

 

 Bring a family ornament to share with your church   
family! Starting December 8th, we’ll have a tree set up 
in the welcome center here at Graystone and we’d love 
to have it covered in ornaments from all the folks who 
are a part of Graystone. Bring an ornament in (don’t 
bring one you want back) so that we can share in this 
Christmas season together. 

 

 Lastly, this Christmas we’re leaning in to the truth that 
Christmas isn’t about us, Christmas is for our neighbors. 
The challenge for this season is to be invitational to the 
people around us and to be thinking about how we can 
love and serve them. Do something as a family for the 
people who live nearby to connect with them and let 
them know that you think they matter because they 
matter to God. Bake some cookies, help out with some 
outside chores, just show up with a card that says 
“we’re glad we’re neighbors!” Go ahead and share a 
story, or a picture, or something on social media with 
the hashtag #IndianaNeighbor, not to brag about it, but 
to inspire others. We’re challenging the whole          
community to take part and think about what it meant 
for the Son of God to become a neighbor to us in the 
coming of Jesus. 

 
 

Let’s live in to this lead up to Christmas and  
the possibly transformative time it could be  

for our community and for our families. 

ANNUAL  

Sunday, January 26, 2020 


