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Upcoming Events 

NOVEMBER 
24  Office Closes at 12:00 noon for  
 Thanksgiving Holiday 
25-26 Office Closed for Thanksgiving  
 Holiday 
28  First Sunday of Advent 
 Wreath Making (11-1) 
29  Office Closed while Office Manager is 

 on Vacation 
 
DECEMBER 
5  Communion Sunday 
 Second Sunday of Advent 
 Community Prayer - Chapel (4 p.m.) 
 LuAnn Baker Event (6 p.m.) 
12  Third Sunday of Advent 
 Stone Thanksmas Dinner (5 -8 p.m.) 
 PEP Sara Evans Concert (7 p.m.) 
19 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
24  Christmas Eve Services (6:30/9 p.m.) 
26 Joint Worship Service (10 a.m.) 
27-29 Office Closed for Christmas Holiday 
31 Office Closed for New Year’s Holiday 
 
JANUARY 
3 Office Closed for New Year’s Holiday 

What are we to be like? 
 
What it must have been like to be there when Jesus gave His disciples the plan that He had for the message of His 
love, salvation, and Lordship to be carried into their neighborhoods, towns, and to the world.  What it must have 
been like to see Jesus rise to His Throne, knowing that He is the Lord and has authority over all things.  What is must 
have been like to follow His commands and go back and wait for His promised Holy Spirit to come, and to be in the 
room when He came and empowered them to carry out the plan for the Gospel to go into the world.  What it must 
have been like to hear the Spirit empowered Peter speak the words of truth, prophecy, and his own experiences with 
the Risen Lord Jesus.   What it must have been like to be one of the 3000 whose hearts were burning within them, 
and become the first members of the first Church.  What it must have been like in those first few days of being a 
Church family with people of different ethnicities, languages, desires, preferences, and opinions to be together.  
 

This first Church is described in Acts 2: 42 – 46: 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to pray-
er. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and signs were being performed through the apos-
tles. Now all the believers were together and held all things in common.  They sold their possessions and 
property and distributed the proceeds to all, as any had need. Every day they devoted themselves to meet-
ing together in the temple, and broke bread from house to house. They ate their food with joyful and sin-
cere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. Every day the Lord added to their num-
ber those who were being saved. 
 

As we spoke about in worship, these passages were not only given to us as a description of what the Church looked 
like, but also as a prescription of what a Church that is following Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit, obedient to the 
Father, should strive to be.  
 

As I look at Graystone, and especially as we have been seeing the Holy Spirit at work in our Church family in new 
ways, I am seeing examples of the first Church in Acts 2 all around us.  
 

I am seeing people gathering in Worship, Sunday morning classes, Small Groups, Youth Group, College Ministry, 
Women’s Ministry, Staff meetings, Choirs and Worship Team, and even before Committee meetings focusing on the 
Word of God, with a desire to learn what He has to teach us.  Each Wednesday a group gathers in our Chapel at 6:30 
PM (all are invited) to pray using the Sermon Scriptures as our guide as we approach the throne of God on behalf of 
ourselves, our Church family, and the World.  If you are longing for hope, please plan to come on Wednesday eve-
nings. 
 

I am hearing testimonies of how the Lord is at work in the lives of our people, bringing healing, hope, joy, and in 
some cases Scriptural visions from the Lord as to the future for Graystone that He has planned.  I see people willing 
to give of their monies, time, resources, and of themselves to those who need help and encouragement, and a grow-
ing desire to sit around tables together, enjoying conversation.  This is seen during our Coffee Hour in our welcome 
center at 9:45 AM each Sunday, at our large ministry meals, and those who are inviting others into their own kitch-
ens.   I have heard from a few of our Elders, that while at times our Church family has known factions and division in 
the past, they are seeing a comradery and joy in our people, and even those who once strongly disagreed about cer-
tain things in the world, are laughing together and enjoying the fact that Jesus is moving on our midst. 
 

(continued on page 2) 

Bloom is a time every other month for Women to 
gather together, learn about the Lord, worship, 

enjoy delicious food and simply have a great time 
together. Mark your calendars:  

January 15 
March 5 

“Bloom” is open to all women, 18 years old and 
older, and will be in the Graystone Gathering 

Place from 10 AM-Noon.    
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(Continued from page 1) 
 
We are even seeing the Lord adding to our Church 
family, those who are new to our Church, and even 
those who felt the Lord leading them back home to 
Graystone.  
 
These are very exciting times as we are seeing a new 
creativity in those who are involved in our ministries, a 
growing desire to serve our community, share the 
truth about Jesus, and simply our people enjoying be-
ing together.  
 
If you are regularly part of Graystone on Sunday 
mornings or during the week, I know that you are see-
ing these things also.  If you aren’t, or haven’t been 
around in a while, we hope that you will come back 
home soon.  Graystone isn’t a perfect Church, but we 
do seek to Follow Jesus, and Welcome People, as best 
we can.  
 
There are some exciting things happening over these 
next few months, and even wonderful planning taking 
place for the New Year as we look at ways to gather 
together in love, fellowship, and the Word, but also to 
go together into this world, looking for Jesus to move 
in even greater ways.  
 
Be God’s, 
 
Pastor Rob 

 

Presbytery of the  
Alleghenies             $14.50  
EPC                        $23.00                    

                                  $37.50 

PER MEMBER ASKING 2021  

Sunday Morning Worship at Graystone 
 
 We have been seeing the Holy Spirit at work, 
glorifying Jesus on Sunday mornings through the 
Word, music, and the arts.  As we began in the Fall of 
2020 we will be spending the next year in the Book of 
Acts.  We will take a break during Advent, but will pick 
up again with the second part of the Book as the 
Church began to scatter outside of Jerusalem, and in-
to the World with the life giving message of Jesus.  
 
 As you know music is very important at our 
Church.  Pastor Joe and I continually say that we don’t 
know of any Church sanctuary that is better to sing 
in!   There are a few ways for you to be involved in our 
Music Ministry at Graystone.  
 
 Each week at our 8:30AM Traditional service 
we have the vocal choir, and once a month the Bell 
Choir plays.  Both of these Choirs are open to those 
who are interested.  The Vocal Choir meets at 6:30PM 
on Thursdays in our Chapel, and the Bell Choir meets 
on Monday in our new first floor music room at 
6:30PM.  It does not matter what your musical exper-
tise is, if you are interested please contact our Choir 
director Jason Stubbe at jwstubbe@gmail.com. 
 
 For our 11AM informal service we are looking 
for musicians, especially those who play the guitar or 
bass, as well as vocalists.  If you play an instrument 
and would like to be part of this wonderful group of 
worship leaders, please contact Rob Brown 
at robbrown421@gmail.com There is no need to be 
intimidated.  I heard from one of our newer musicians 
that our worship team is one of the most inviting 
groups he has ever played with.  The worship team 
practices at 7:00PM on Thursdays in the Sanctuary. 
  
 If you are not musical, but want to be part of 
our worship leading, we have the need for a few tech-
nical people to work alongside our Director of Tech-
nology Cody Toy in the Sound booth at the back of 
the Sanctuary.  No need to be intimidated by our 
sound and computer systems, Cody will be with you 
every step of the way.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Cody at ctoy@graystonepc.org 
 
 Finally, Worship is made to be beautiful, and 
as one can see in the descriptions of the earthly Tem-
ple, Nature, and Heaven, beauty and creativity are a 
thing of God.  If you are a visual artist, a poet, or are 
involved in other art forms and feel led to use this gift 
from God in worship, please contact Pastor Rob 
at rsparr@graystonepc.org 
 
 I know that Sunday morning is my favorite 
time of the week, as we gather around the Lord’s 
throne together.  
 
Be God’s, 
Pastor Rob 

A great big thank you to the team of volunteers who 
are working to update our landscaping. This awesome 
team planned, organized, shopped, and then brought 
their shovels to dig in and get the job done. Check 
out their handiwork near our sanctuary entrances on 
Carpenter Avenue. They have another section in that 
area to finish in the Spring, so if you have interest in 
helping, please contact Tina Moore who is leading this 
project. Special thanks for a job well done: 
 

• Tina & Dave Moore  
• Kevin & Karen Addleman 
• Teresa Arblaster  
• Linda Blakely 
• Annette & Bob Pollock 

 

It was a pleasure working with the following local 
businesses to complete this project: Earthcraft Land-
scaping, Pikes Peak Nursery, Twolick Valley Nursery 
and Burkett’s Nursery. 
 

Also, just to update you on the Pavilion Project that 
we mentioned in the last newsletter. The Facilities 
team is grateful for the good working relationship that 
we have with Indiana Borough as we continue to co-
ordinate plans for this project. We are currently meet-
ing with potential architects for this project and will 
keep you updated as plans progress. 

2022 OFFERING 
ENVELOPES 
 
We have noticed in the past 
year that many of our con-
tributors have not been us-
ing giving envelopes.  Many 
drop their check into the offering, mail their check to 
the church, contribute online, or have their gifts sent 
directly from their bank.  We appreciate your contin-
ued contribution in all of those ways.  In order to 
keep costs down we have decided we will not be as-
signing giving numbers or using offering envelopes 
as we have in the past.  We will track member giving 
by the check name or if you give cash make sure your 
name is written on the envelope.  Contribution state-
ments will still be mailed as they have in the past.  If 
you still wish to use envelopes contact the church of-
fice and we will create some for you.     

Facilities Update  

NOMINATIONS ARE BEING ACCEPTED 
 Nominations for the offices of Elder, Deacon, 
Endowment Trustee and Congregational Nominating 
Committee are being accepted through Sunday,   
November 21.  If you have someone you would like 
to nominate for any of those positions contact 
Heather Ashe, Congregational Nominating Committee 
Chair (heatherashe@gmail.com). 

YEAR END GIVING 

The last day to drop of year end gifts to the office will 
be Thursday, December 30.  If gifts are received in the 
mail and postmarked before December 31 we will in-
clude them on your 2021 giving statements.  All gifts 
in the offering on Sunday, January 2 will be included 
with your 2022 giving statement.   

SEANOR LIBRARY 
Do you have something 
you wish could happen in 
the Graystone Library?  
We would appreciate your 
suggestions.  We had one 
“Tech Help” session.  We 
have had children’s book 

readings.  We have had Book Club readings.  Is there a 
book or video you would like to see our library pur-
chase  Graystone Seanor Library exists to help the 
members of our church in their growth as Christians.   
Let us know how you think we can fulfill that goal. You 
can talk with a library team member or leave a note 
for us.   

mailto:jwstubbe@gmail.com
mailto:robbrown421@gmail.com
mailto:ctoy@graystonepc.org
mailto:rsparr@graystonepc.org
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Advent/Christmas at Graystone 
The weather has gotten colder, kids dressed up in costumes have come and gone, and Christmas music is being 
played in our stores, and in our Church secretary’s office.  (All are invited to come and listen with Connie at her desk – 
just tell her that Pastor Rob sent you.) We are approaching one of our favorite times of the year at Graystone.  We 
have actually been planning Advent and Christmas Eve for a few months now, beginning in August, and we are very 
excited about the focus that we believe Jesus is leading us to for this season.  
  
This year we will be looking at the “Gifts of Christmas”.  Gifts are a fun part of celebrating Christmas.  From the ex-
citement of children handing their parents something that they painstakingly made at school, to the joy of Grandma 
giving her grandchildren things that she picked out for them, celebrating the gift of the Father giving us the Son for 
our salvation is part of our celebrations.  We will look at the gifts of Christmas through the themes of each of our Ad-
vent candles, beginning with Hope, Peace, Joy, Love, and finally Light on Christmas Eve.  Through the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord has given us each of these things not only as a gift for us, but for us to have and to give to others.  My hope is 
that each Sunday, beginning with November 28th, you will come to worship ready to receive and give these precious 
gifts to a world that desperately needs them.  
  
During Advent we will have our regular Sunday morning services at 8:30 AM and 11 AM.  On Christmas Eve we will 
have two services.  Our Informal Christmas Eve, led by our Worship Team, will be at 6:30 PM.  This service will have 
Christmas Music, the Kids singing, a Christmas message, and we will sing Silent Night as the flame from the Christ 
Candle is passed throughout the Sanctuary.  Our Traditional Christmas Eve service, will be at 9:00 PM and will be led 
by our Vocal and Bell Choirs, our majestic Organ, Christmas Carols, and will conclude with our traditional Candle 
lighting service.  
  
To continue our special Christmas Celebration we will only be having ONE Sunday morning service on December 26, 
at 10:00 AM.  We will continue with our singing of Christmas music and carols, while looking at the account of Jesus 
being taken to the Temple.  
  
It promises to be a wonderful Advent celebration, and we are confident that as the Lord leads us, He will use these 
services to inspire His people, and to lead those who you invite to come to know Him more fully.  
  
Be God’s, 
  
Pastor Rob 

Two opportunities to gather with your 
church family as we prepare for Christmas. 

 

Sunday, November 28 
Wreath Making  
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
(Bring gloves and pruning shears) 

Saturday, December 4 
Decorate the Sanctuary  

2:00-4:00 p.m. 
We will be hanging the wreaths that  

were made the week before and  
putting up the Christmas tree. 

Can You Help? 

We are looking for wide mouth quart 
canning jars to use for a project at 
Christmas. If you have some you could 
donate, please drop them off in the 
church office by November 30th. 
Thanks!! 

Given by: 
_____________________________________________________ 
  

In Memory of: 
_____________________________________________________ 

  
In Honor of: 

_____________________________________________________ 
  

Please check one: 
□ I will pick up my poinsettia after the 9:00 

p.m. service on  Christmas Eve. 
 

Make Checks Payable to Graystone Church   
(Cost is $8.00 per plant) Marking “Poinsettia” in 

the memo line.) 

Christmas 
Poinsettias 
 Help beautify the sanctuary for the Christ-
mas Season by placing a poinsettia in memory or 
in honor of someone you love.  If you wish to 
give a poinsettia return this form to the church 
office by  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 
I/We will place __________  poinsettia(s) in the 
sanctuary.   

PEP EVENTS 
 

LUANNE BAKER will be  
presenting a Christmas portrayal 

on Sunday, December 5  at 
6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.   

Join us for this meaningful cele-
bration of the season.   

 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT  

 
We have reserved a block 
of discounted tickets for 

the Sara Evans Blue 
Christmas Tour Concert 
at the KCAC on Sunday, 

December 12 at 7:00 p.m.   
Cost of the tickets is $29 

per person.   
Contact the church office 

by December 1 if you 
would like to sign up.  

ANGEL TREE, a ministry of Prison Fellowship to incar-
cerated parents, their children and their caregivers.  
We purchase gifts for the children on behalf of their 
incarcerated parent.  Want to be involved?  Contact 

heatherashe@gmail.com or 617-233-2910. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
December 5 - Angel Tree Sunday 

Sign up to buy a gift, participate in wrapping, pray, 
and /or help with the party.   

 
December 19 - Gift Distribution Party 

Welcoming in the kids and their caregivers to give 
them their gifts and have some fun together.   

ANGEL  
TREE is 
back!   

RED KETTLE CAMPAIGN 
Last year you may remember how PEP 
led the initiative to have a Red Kettle 
from the Salvation Army in our very 
own Welcome Center.  Look for it 
again this December.   

Also, if you would be interested in signing up your 
small group, family, or just yourself to ring a bell at a 
local kettle contact Lt. Candace Horsman at 724-465-
2530.  They can always use volunteers. 


