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This Summer at Graystone 
 
Summer is finally here! Warm temperatures. Camping. Colors everywhere as we see green grass and flowers of  
every color. Regardless of whether you graduated from high school 5 or 65 years ago, there is just something won-
derful about school being out. What a blessing the Lord has given us with the summer. 
 
Summer is a time for new and creative. Like when I would sit with the boys from my neighborhood when we were in 
Elementary school and come up with ideas to enjoy every drop of Summer, this is how our staff has been with great 
excitement. At our most recent staff meeting I had the opportunity to hear about the plans that our staff has for the 
Summer. No, not just vacation plans, but using the unique opportunity that Summer brings each year to a Church, to 
switch gears and focus on ministry activities and simply being with the people of our Church family. While this  
Summer may look different from the past in our Next Generation Ministry area with a different type of camp and 
youth ministry programming, there is a great new creativity that is bringing much excitement. 
 
Summer is a time to study something that you might have not read before. Summer allows us to look at those parts 
of the Word of God that we can easily overlook. I am very excited about what we will be studying on Sunday  
mornings as a Church family. We are calling it a “Summer with the Kings”. What kings? Starting with King Saul, to  
David, followed by Solomon then on to the Kings whose names do not readily come to mind, we will see that there is 
nothing new under the sun as we see these ordinary and flawed men do some amazingly good and amazingly  
disastrous things as we look at their stories and ask ourselves, who is the real King? We know that with each week 
and King you will want to know what is next, as you will find yourself cheering on the good kings and cringing at the 
decisions of those who the Bible call “evil.” You might even see how easy it is to fall into some of the traps that they 
did, as situations are still very much the same. The Books of Kings are just as relevant to us as they were then and 
there is a lot of good life application. 
 
Finally, Summer is a time to be together. As I am still new here, I hope to get to spend time with many of you over 
these Summer months. It has been a blessing to sit on your porches and hear your stories about family, Graystone, 
and how the Lord has been faithful. 
 
Please look through this newsletter to see what the Lord is calling you to be part of this Summer. He might even be 
calling you to try something new. 
 
Be God’s, 
 
Pastor Rob 

Upcoming Events 

 
MAY 
31 Office Closed for Memorial Day 
 
JUNE 
6  Communion Sunday 
 CCO Faith - Summer Series 
7 Rejoicing In God’s Word Class Begins 
12 Coffee On the Grounds 
16  PEP Lunch 
18 Hot Dogs at the Park 
22-25 EPC General Assembly 
 
JULY 
2 Office Closed for Independence Day 
4  Communion Sunday 
12-16 Kids Camp 
21 PEP Picnic 
 
AUGUST 
8  Communion Sunday 
16-20 IUP Welcome Week 
29 Sunday School Open  House 
 

Pray for Our Elders and Deacons 
 

Elders    Deacons 

Class of 2022 
Heather Ashe   Gladys Ashe 
Rob Brown   Justin Brode 
Gary Hill    Kate Farren 
Ron Marshall   Scott Greenawalt 
Gaylene Robinson  Kathy Jones 
    Steve Shepler 
    Cathy Stahr 
    Cody Toy 
 

Class of 2023 
Andy Arblaster   Teresa Arblaster 
David Nehrig   Tracey Redd 
Bob Pollock   Gloria Shepler 
Chris Pusateri   Mary Smerdel 
    Cindy Turnbull 
    Denise Watson 
    Tim Weaver 
 

Class of 2024 
Cheryl Caroff   Karen Brown 
David Hill   Karen Cass 
Brook McGinnis   Judy Cunningham 
Jason Stubbe   Joan Lockhart   
    Jen Sleppy 
    Karen McMillen 

Graystone Staff 

Name Job Title Email 

Rob Sparr Senior Pastor rsparr@graystonepc.org 

Joe Stroup Associate Pastor of Next Generation Ministry jstroup@graystonepc.org 

Shari Costello Business Administrator/Ministry Executive  scostello@graystonepc.org 

Connie Bothell Office Manager/Ministry Administrative Assistant  cbothell@graystonepc.org 

Howard  Lambing Facilities Manager facilities@graystonepc.org 

Kenny Campbell CCO Director of Campus Ministry  kcampbell@ccojubilee.org 

Julie Deibert CCO Associate Staff jdeibert@ccojubilee.org 

Brandi Bertolino Bookkeeper bbertolino@graystonepc.org 



As any good family needs to do at times, we as a Church 
need to not be afraid to talk about money. It is clear that 
Graystone is not a place that could be accused of only 
wanting people to be part of the Church because of what 
they financially bring. Frankly, we have a lot going on as a 
Church as we sponsor 22 missionaries, not including our 
CCO mission to the University students. We have minis-
tries to children from birth through 5th grade as well as 
their families. We have a ministry to teenagers that contin-
ues to grow not only with new faces but in their relation-
ships with the Lord. We have an excellent music program 
with choirs for kids and adults, a Bell Choir, and Informal 
Worship team. We have a building that is a place of hope 
as we meet Jesus here on Sunday mornings and through-
out the week in Bible studies, life groups, youth groups, 
college ministry meetings, weekly prayer gatherings, and 
has once again become a hub for those in our area that are 
looking to be freed from addiction with AA and NA. We 
have an excellent staff with great expertise that continual-
ly looks for ways to serve the Lord as well as the Graystone 
family. 
 
However, we find ourselves in a deficit. I am not asking 
you to do anything but pray and then give what the Lord is 
calling you to give. He might be calling you to give in a way 
that makes you feel uncomfortable, or He might be leading 
you to keep giving as you are. 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 guides as 
to how we should view money and give. The Apostle Paul 
writes, “6 The point is this: The person who sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and the person who sows gener-
ously will also reap generously. 7 Each person should do as 
he has decided in his heart—not reluctantly or out of com-
pulsion, since God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able 
to make every grace overflow to you, so that in every way, 
always having everything you need, you may excel in every 
good work.” So I ask you to pray, “Lord Jesus, guide me to 
give what you desire.” Graystone is Jesus’ Church and 
through each of us giving of our time, gifts, and money I 
know that He will continue to use us as we sow our minis-
try into the Indiana area and we will see Him do great 
things. 

 

Presbytery of the  
Alleghenies             $14.50  
EPC                        $23.00                     

                                  $37.50 

PER MEMBER ASKING 2021 

A FAMILY CONVERSATION 

 In Psalm 119:162 the writer proclaims, “I rejoice in your 
promise (Thy Word) like one who finds great spoil.”  If you 
are wanting to raise the value of your trust in God’s Word, 
please consider joining a new adult elective class called 
“Rejoicing in God’s Word” which will meet once a week on 
Monday evenings through the summer in the Graystone 
Chapel at 6:30 pm beginning June 7th.  The class goal is to 
grow together in trusting God and His Word as we interact 
in reading, understanding, remembering, rejoicing, and 
sharing the Bible.  No prior Bible knowledge or training is 
required, just a willingness to discover the exceedingly 
great value of God’s treasure given to us and for us. 
 

Class Leader: John Welch 

Do you sometimes wonder how to explain to a child why 
someone lives in a nursing home, or why their grandfa-
ther can't remember him, or why a child at school looks 
different from other children, or why people die?  Our 
Graystone Seanor Library has some books to help you 
with those questions.  You may have a few questions of 
your own: about your relationships, about your health, 
how to deal with busyness, your children, sharing your 
faith...You'll find some subjects with suggested book titles 
and authors posted in the library and downstairs on the 
library table to help you find books and answers to these 
questions.  You can also call Jeannette Frank at 724-463-
0044 if you are looking for something specific or if you 
just need help searching in the library.  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR - PEP EVENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PEP will begin luncheons again this summer, beginning 
with Wednesday, June 16 in the Graystone Gathering 
Place.   We will enjoy a presentation of Esther:  Making 
Your Moments Count.   LuAnne Baker will tell the story of 
Esther:  Making Your Moments Count as Aunya, Esther’s 
handmaiden.   

 

A picnic lunch will be planned for 
July 21.   More details will follow. 
 

SEANOR 
LIBRARY 

NEWS 

Christian musician 

Chiz Rider  
In concert  
Graystone  
7:00 p.m.  

October 24, 2021.   

Sight and Sound Trip  

Queen Esther  
November 4 

A chartered bus will be used and dinner will 
follow the production at the Good and Plenty 

Restaurant.   
Cost will be $110 per person.   
Sign up in the Church Office.  



YOUTH LOUNGE 

NEW SANCTUARY  
BIBLES 

 
If you look in our pews you will see new Bibles. They are the 
CSB (Christian Standard Bible) version which combine both 
the beauty and readability of Scripture with a very accurate 
translation. The Pew Bibles that we had were over 30 years 
old and in need of replacement. We are excited that we all 
will be able to follow along together with the same transla-
tion as the Pastors will be using the CSB for their readings 
during the sermon. Please note that there is benefit to 
bringing your own Bible to worship, but if you are not able 
to, we are blessed to have our new CSB Bibles ready to be 
used. The new Bibles were purchased with Endowment 
Funds given by William Moorhead. 

 
Many of the old sanctu-
ary Bibles were pur-
chased in honor or in 
memory of loved ones. 
On Sunday, June 6 & 13 
we will have the Bibles 
available near the Wel-
come Center for you to 
take. They will be availa-
ble on a first come-first 
served basis and after 
Sunday, June 13 the re-
maining Bibles will be 
donated. 
 

FACILITIES UDPATE 
 

This summer we are 
blessed to have a wel-
coming grassy area to 
host our activities. The 
church manse has been 
razed and sod has been 
put down in its place. As 
you already know, major 
issues with the manse 
were revealed through a 
home inspection. Some 
additional issues were 
uncovered when we tore 
the house down, one of 
those issues was the improper installation of the exterior 
bricks. The bricks were not tied into the main structure of the 
house and the contractor mentioned that it was a blessing 
that the wall nearest to Calvary church had not yet collapsed. 
We thank God for the ministry that has taken place in the 
church manse over the years, and we look forward to how He 
will use this new open space in the future. Special thanks to 
everyone who helped with this project!! 
 

As we worked with Indiana Borough through the manse pro-
ject, we became aware that the church property including the 
parking lot is divided into seven different parcels. We are cur-
rently working with the borough to do a land consolidation 
that would combine all our property into one parcel. This 
land consolidation would provide more flexibility in how we 
can use our property in the future. 
 

Looking ahead to early June, our parking lot will be getting 
some much-needed maintenance. We will be sealing the 
parking lot and repainting the lines. We are not expecting this 
project to interrupt parking on Sunday mornings. 

COFFEE ON THE GROUNDS 
For the Women of Graystone  

(12 yrs. and older) 

Saturday, June 12, 10:00-noon 
On Graystone’s front lawn 

 

Since it has “bean” so long since we ladies have gathered, we are 
“brewing up” a gathering to take you away from the usual “grind”. 
This is an informal, casual event. Light brunch items will be provid-
ed along with coffee, tea, and other beverages. Bring a lawn chair. 
In case of rain we will plan on moving this gathering inside the 
church. 

FIRST, AN INVITATION TO JOIN OUR TEAM:   I don't want 
to continue before inviting you to be a part of the team.  If 
being in contact with one of our local ministries and help-
ing to raise awareness of their work to our church family 
sounds like your jam, please get in touch with me.  We al-
ways have room for more!  Meetings are the first Tuesday 
of every month at 6:30pm in the Chapel; the time commit-
ment is about 4 hours/month.  
 

What's Going on Right Now? 
 
ANGEL TREE (a ministry of Prison Fellowship): 
We may be able to help get Angel Tree kids to 
camp Mahaffey this summer.  More to come 
if we hear back from them! 
 

CELEBRATE RECOVERY Do you have a hurt, 
habit, or hang-up?  Everyone does!  Cele-
brate Recovery is a Biblical 12-Step program 
for anyone who is looking for community and 
freedom from issues controlling their lives.  
Every Monday 6-8pm at Word of Grace Fel-
lowship, corner of 5th and Grant St. 

 

CHEVY CHASE COMMUNITY CENTER: Volun-
teer to help prepare and serve or deliver 
meals to people in our community through 
the CCCC and help with their pantry distribu-
tion. 
 

CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP (CEF): 
They have Bible clubs in area schools 
throughout the year, but right now are 
gearing up for summer ministry in Indiana 
and Westmorland Counties.   You can help 
by bringing in clean t-shirts (don't have to 
be new) and dropping them in the box in 
the Welcome Center. Stay tuned for an 
announcement about other ways you can help! 

 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH SERVICES (CYS): 
***There is a critical need for foster families 
in Indiana County***  You can learn more at 
an info session on May 20 at Rustic Lodge, 7-
9pm.  Speakers will share about how their 
lives have been enriched by fostering. 

 

LIFEWAY PREGNANCY CENTER: Though the Baby 
Bottle Campaign was delayed this year, look for 
it sometime in the coming months. 

 
WMUG: You can catch Graystone's ser-
mons weekly at 105.1 Tuesdays at 10am and 7pm 
or streamed at wmugradio.org 
 

HELPING HAND:  Offers financial and 
practical assistance to the Graystone 
church family (and sometimes communi-
ty members) in need of help, from food 
and gas to utility bills to rides. The pro-
cess for requesting assistance is confi-
dential but paperwork may be required.  
Contact through the church office.  Don't be shy - Helping 
Hand is ready to lend a helping hand! 

OTHER PARTNERS ARE: 
• Family Promise 
• Salvation Army 
• St. Andrews Village 
• Yokefellowship Prison Ministry 
• YoungLife Indiana County 
More information about them will follow!  Expect some 
"mission moments" throughout the year when we'll hear 
from mission partners during our Sunday services. 

 In classic Graystone fashion, you all have made the 
Salvation Army hygiene bag collection a success!  Bags 
will be assembled after the 11 o'clock service on May 
23 in the sanctuary; feel free to stick around and help 
pack. 

 

 It was a joy to have the meal slots fill up so quickly for 
Family Promise this May!  Thank you for being a part 
of helping serve the homeless in our community.  We 
can happily report that one of the families already se-
cured permanent housing - praise God! 

 
 Looking back to the end of last year, we also want to 

thank you for your involvement and prayers for our 
first year of Angel Tree, purchasing and delivering gifts 
to children of incarcerated parents and their caregiv-
ers. 

 
"I Want to Know More!" If you have an interest in joining 
the team or learning more about one of our partners spe-
cifically, please contact me - heatherashe@gmail.com or 
617-233-2910 - and I'll point you in the right direction. 
 
Please Pray for these ministries and for our team as we 
seek God's direction for ways our church family can en-
gage with our community not only to share the Good 
News but also to feed, shelter, visit, care for, and remem-
ber our neighbors in response to Christ's love for us. 
 
For Christ and His Kingdom, 
Heather Ashe 
in collaboration with the Local Mission Team:  
Teresa Arblaster, Patti Gahagan, Tina Moore,  
Vickie Morganti, Mary Smerdel, Erica Snyder,  
Suzanne Stear, Val Wilson 

LOCAL MISSION OPPORTUNITIES  

Again, we are grateful for the Endowment that provided the funding for these projects! 



Calling all recent high school graduates and 
college aged students!  

Faith - Summer Series 
 

This summer, Kenny Campbell is hosting a  Summer 
Video Series. We will meet at the  Campbell’s house 
every Sunday at 8:30 PM, starting June 6th, to watch 

a video that asks the question,  
“What is our faith for?  

What is it to live into my faith today?”  

Every year IUP welcomes new students to campus. 
This year, from August 16th to 20th, all of the fresh-
men are returning to campus for Welcome Week. We 
like to go out in full force, playing games, having con-
versations, getting ice cream, and sharing the Gospel. 
We want to invite YOU to come out with us! We will 
have a full week of events planned and the more peo-
ple we have the more fun we can have! Talk to Kenny 
if you’re interested!  

We will continue to take applications for Graystone 
Kids Camp Youth Counselors through Wednesday, 
May 26th, so if you know a current 7th -12th grader 

who would like to work with some amazing kids this 
year have them register online 

at www.graystonekids.org 
 

More information about camp will be available at 
that location . 

Youth Counselor Registration  

 

N E X T  G E N E R A T I O N  M I N I S T R Y  

From June 6th – September 5th, our Sunday School for kids 
and teens will be taking a pause. During the Sunday School 
hour, we want to invite kids, youth and families, and ANY-
ONE to come enjoy the coffee hour time out on the church 
patio along Carpenter Street (weather permitting) to re-
connect, to enjoy refreshment, and to play with one an-
other over the summer season. With fluctuating schedules 
throughout the summer, we thought the wise option was 
to take a break from our regularly scheduled programming 
and instead create space for connection and relationship 
to take place. We hope you can join us this summer to en-
joy being together. 

Youth Group this Summer 
Over the summer our youth ministry for kids going 
into 7th–12th grade will be ongoing on Sunday nights 
from 6-8 pm. We will be planning to be onsite at 
Graystone about half the time this summer and off 
site at people’s homes or at local parks the other half 
of the time. Over the summer our schedule of where 
we will be meeting and what weeks we won’t be 
meeting will all be available  

www.graystoneyouth.org.  
For now, know that we will not be meeting on       
Sundays May 30th, June 20th, and July 4th. Additional 
youth activities will be in motion this summer, so 
make sure to keep visiting this website for updates. 

We’re going to have two gatherings for families and 
kids this summer and the first will be Friday June 

18th from 6-8pm. We’ll be meeting at Mack Park and 
cooking up some hot dogs. Invite a friend to dinner 
on us, gather your family, bring a blanket or some 

lawn chairs, and just have some intentionally unstruc-
tured time to relax and enjoy being together.  

 
We’re planning another event for August so keep an 

eye out for more information. 

Sunday School Open House 
Sunday August 29th  

9:45 a.m. 
Kids, youth and parents can come explore Sunday 

School Classes that will be starting up on  
September 12th with our Kick Off Weekend.   This is a 
good way for kids and youth to see their classrooms 

and meet their teachers. 

Welcome Week 

Summer Family Gatherings:  

Hot Dogs 

at the 

Park 

OPEN HOUSE 

Summer Sunday  

School Hour:  

http://www.graystonekids.org/
http://www.graystoneyouth.org/

