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Welcoming People  Following Jesus                                                        

Upcoming Events 

 
NOVEMBER 
8  Guest Speaker:  
 Pastor Matt Haberman 
21  PEP Thanksgiving  
 Dinner 
25  Office Closes at 12:00 

 for Thanksgiving  
 Holiday 
26 Office Closed for  
 Thanksgiving 
27  Office Closed for  
 Thanksgiving Holiday 
29  Wreath Making 
 
DECEMBER 
5 Decorate the Sanctuary   
6 Communion Service 
12  Chiz Rider Concert 
24  Christmas Eve 
 Offices Closed 
 Services at 6:00, 8:00,  
 & 10:30 p.m. 
25  Merry Christmas 

 Office Closed for  
 Christmas Holiday 
31  Office Closed for New 

 Year’s Even 
 
JANUARY 
1  Office Closed for New 

 Year’s Holiday 
3  Communion Service 
31 Annual Meeting of the 
 Congregation 
 
 

 

 While we have been here since August 1st, it is always a joy to say hello.    
Whether it is to those of you who we have already been able to spend time with, 
whether we see each other at a local breakfast spot or on Sunday morning, or when 
I get to meet some of you for the first time as you feel more comfortable coming to 
worship in person.  It is indeed a blessing for us to be part of the Graystone family 
and to be welcomed as new members of this family. 
 That is what we are, a family.  Hebrews 2:11 tells us, "Both the one who 
makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is 
not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters."  In other words, Jesus did not just 
save us from our sins, by paying the penalty for them on the Cross, He brought us 
into the family of God.  Soak that in for a second, you are part of the family of 
God.  Your new last name is Child of God.  When He looks at you, He sees you as a 
son and daughter that He loves.  He provides for and protects you like a par-
ent does to a Child.  He loves you as a parent loves a child, and far more than your 
own Mom and Dad could ever, because His love is perfect. 
 And... because we are His children, we are part of the same family.  It 
doesn't matter what your ethnic origin is, or what kind of music or food that you 
like.  You are part of the family.  You belong in the family, not because of any gift or 
talent that you bring.  God alone makes you part of the family, because He 
WANTS you to be part of His family.   
 And... that means that you are part of the family of Graystone and some-
thing much bigger.  Think of all of the Churches that proclaim Jesus as Lord in Indi-
ana County, they are our extended family.  Think of all of the Churches that pro-
claim Jesus as Lord in our State, Country, World, they are our extended fami-
ly.  When you are feeling small, alone, or simply afraid to be a follower of Jesus just 
remember this truth, you have more brothers and sisters around you than you know 
(Read about Paul feeling this way in Acts 18:1 -- 11) and you are part of a family 
that will never end. 
 With the holidays coming soon, it seems that we all remember times of be-
ing with family. I know that I do.  So this Thanksgiving spend some time thanking 
our Lord that we are part of a thousands of years old family, one that He is the head 
of and will go on for eternity.  This Advent and Christmas praise the One who came 
to make us a family.   And, if you are able, please come join your Graystone family 
in person, and if you feel  
uncomfortable being with the large group on Sunday morning, reach out by phone 
or go visit your Graystone brothers and sisters.   Let me also suggest that if you are 
in need of help, or just someone to visit because you are lonely, reach out to your 
Graystone brothers and sisters also, because we are family! 
 We are loved by Him, and we are part of this glorious family of God! 
 
Be God's, 
Pastor Rob 
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PER MEMBER ASKING 
2020  

Presbytery of the  
Alleghenies             $14.50  
EPC                        $23.00                     

                                  $37.50 

Christmas Poinsettias 
Help beautify the sanctuary for the Christmas Season 

by placing a poinsettia in memory or in honor of 

someone you love.   

Poinsettias are $9.00 and can be picked up after 
the 10:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service.   

If you wish to place a poinsettia in the sanctuary on 

Christmas please contact the office by   

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 



This Advent we will be looking 
at the Christmas story in Luke 
and Matthew through the eyes 
of Joseph, Mary, Herod, the 
Shepherds, and John the    
Baptist.  We will see how the 
Lord was at work in them and 
challenged them, and how He 
is doing the same for us.  I 
would urge you to spend    
Advent continuing to read the 
accounts of our Savior's birth 
asking the Holy Spirit to lead you to even greater under-
standing of these well known passages.    
 

Our Christmas Eve Services will look a bit different this 
year due to Covid when it comes to music and seating, 
but we can assure you that we will continue to focus our 
hearts and minds on our Savior and King Jesus which is 
what is most important.  We will end each service with a 
candle light singing of Silent Night, which is a wonder-
ful tradition of praise and a reminder of   John 1.  We will 
have 3 services this year due to our limited seating.  The 
service times are:    
 

6:00 p.m. Family Informal Service 
8:00 p.m. Traditional Service 

10:30 p.m. Service of Lessons and Carols 
 

Please invite a neighbor or friend who is not part of a 
Church to our Christmas Eve services.  There is no better 
gift that you can give, than to give them the opportunity 
to hear the Gospel, and maybe even come to know Jesus 
as their Savior.  What a celebration that would be! 
 
If you have any questions, please see me or Pastor Joe. 
 
Be God's, 
Pastor Rob 
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Our ministry to kids and their  
families is back in motion! Our  
primary focus in welcoming  
children back into the worship  
services was getting the nursery 
reopened and getting our second 
service Kids Jam ministry up and 

running again. We’re excited to have children and their families back in 
the worship services and excited to see more get involved again. 
 
Getting families together to carve pumpkins at the picnic after worship 
services and have a little taste of normalcy was delightful. And several 
families also received pumpkins delivered to their homes to join in and 
still be part of the fun. 
 
Sunday School started up on November 1st! Preschool and elementary kids 
classes began and even with new guidelines and restrictions it has been so 
good to see the kids, to play together, and to talk about how following 
Jesus is the most important thing for these kids growing up. We’re so 
grateful for all of the leaders who take time to be with these awesome 
kids. 
 

Youth Ministry 
During the shutdown we began the process of renovating the youth room and the youth lounge. We had already 
planned that project for this year, but having the space open gave us a good opportunity to get the project moving. 
Both spaces have new carpet, new lighting, new paint, and some new furniture and setups to help make the space as 
welcoming and usable for our ministry to young people. 

Our youth gatherings began on Sunday nights meeting out-
side at the park. For the last several weeks we’ve been meet-
ing in the new youth spaces and specifically focusing on be-
ing together, which our youth have greatly needed and ap-
preciated, and studying the sayings of Jesus. We’ll be focus-
ing on the things Jesus said for the next month or so and it 
has been very cool to get students back into small groups to 
discuss and to pray. 
 
Youth Sunday School started on November 1 as well! Our stu-
dents are using content from RightNow Media to go deeper 
into God‘s word. George Caroff and David Hill are leading 
them in this time and it has been good to have a place to 
gather once again on Sunday mornings with our youth. 

 
Normally we would be announcing the EPiC Retreat for the end of January as our winter excursion with our teens. 
Because of the restrictions of this time, the EPiC Retreat will not be happening as it usually has. We are working to put 
together a youth gathering that will look a little different and will be later in the season. Look for more information 
about that soon. 
 
 
We really missed Summer’s Best 2 Weeks this last year, but we’re also 
looking forward with hope for this coming year. The dates for Sum-
mer’s Best 2 Weeks in 2021 are July 5th - July 16th and registration will 
start tentatively Monday March 8th. Since we don’t know what the next 
year is going to bring, we want to plan for the possibilities and we’ll 
adjust and make further decisions down the line. In all of this, regard-
less of our circumstances, we focus on putting God first, others second, 
and ourselves third to the glory of God alone. 

ANGEL  
TREE! 

'Tis the season for giving 
and with Angel Tree, a 
ministry of Prison Fellow-
ship, we have the oppor-
tunity to give gifts (sug. 
$20) to thirty-eight chil-
dren on behalf of their 
incarcerated par-
ents.  Jesus taught us to 
remember those who are 
in prison and this is one way we can do that. Right 
now we are making calls to connect with the fami-
lies.  November 15th, we will have a sign up to pur-
chase gifts for children or to donate for wrapping sup-
plies.  Gifts will then be dropped off at the church and 
a wrapping party will be held to prepare the 
gifts.  Once ready, we'll need pairs or families to sign 
up to deliver gifts to and share the gospel with the (up 
to) 21 families.  (In a typical year, we could have a par-
ty and invite the families to come, but that will be 
something we can do in future years.)  This may not 
seem like a significant thing, but this ministry has 
changed the lives of many families since its incep-
tion.  You can learn about how Angel Tree started 
here: https://www.prisonfellowship.org/2014/12/the-
origins-of-angel-tree/ and contact Heather Ashe 
heatherashe@gmail.com / 617-233-2910 to get in-
volved.  

Two opportunities to gather with your  
church family as we prepare for  

Christmas. 
  

Sunday, November 29 
Wreath Making 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
(bring gloves and pruning shears) 

              
Saturday, December 5 

Decorate the Sanctuary 2:00-4:00 p.m.   
We will be hanging the wreath’s that were made the 

week before and putting up the Christmas tree. 

2021 

https://www.prisonfellowship.org/2014/12/the-origins-of-angel-tree/
https://www.prisonfellowship.org/2014/12/the-origins-of-angel-tree/
mailto:heatherashe@gmail.com


PEP-ON-THE-GO 

REMINDER FOR THOSE WHO SIGNED UP 

Saturday, November 21 
Reservations were required for the 4:00, 5:00, 6:00 PM time 
slots  Please do not arrive more than five minutes before your 

scheduled time.   
Masks are required when entering and leaving Graystone.   

Seanor Library welcomes you 
back.  We have new books and vid-
eos and a new author who is a 
member of our church!  Linda Hall 
Blacksmith has written a book titled 
"Run Your Race: Reflections of My 

Life, My Love and My Lord".  Her book is available for 
check out in the library. 
 
Would you like to discover a great Christian writer, learn 
more about the life of a hero in the Church, find a bed-
time story for your toddler, read a Newbery or 
Caldecott Medal winning book, or choose a good video 
for the whole family to enjoy?  Come to the Seanor Li-
brary.  Also of interest to groups and individuals are our 
Life Group kits.  There are more than sixty on a wide vari-
ety of topics.  Most of them include a video and a study 
guide.  Come and get reacquainted with your library at 
Graystone Church. 

Each Wednesday we gather in the Chapel, as it is such a wonderful place to pray and 
worship, in order to pray as a Church family.  We use the previous Sunday's sermon 
text as our guide during our times of prayer, which allows us to focus upon the Lord, 
as well as seek Him for those things that are on our hearts.  I can personally tell you 
that this is one of my favorite times of the week.  Nothing bonds a group of people 
like going to the Throne of God together in prayer.  I have seen brothers and sisters 
walk into the Chapel burdened with hard things of life, and leave with a weight lifted 
for they gave those burdens to Jesus and spent time focused upon Him.  Why do we 
do this?  The end of James 5:16 sums it up --  The prayer of a righteous person has 
great power as it is working." We are not a group of self righteous people gathering, 
but we are righteous only because Jesus made us that way on the Cross.  We simply 
believe the truth that prayer has great power, and we are seeing His power at work 
amongst us.  So, please join us. We have those who come weekly, and those who stop 
in sporadically or when life feels heavy.  Everyone is welcome to pray at the Throne of 
God, and it is a blessing to do it with brothers and sisters.   

 

The nominating committee is currently taking nominations 
for the leadership Class of 2024. Elders and Deacons are 
installed in March and serve three-year terms. Qualifications 
for leadership can be found in I Timothy 3:1-13 & 5:17-20 
and Titus 1:6-9 
 
Submit nominations to anyone on the committee:  
Karen Addleman, Teresa Arblaster, Heather Ashe, Linda 
Blacksmith, Patti Gahagan, Gaylene Robinson, Gloria Shep-
ler, Mary Smerdel, or Valerie Wilson Please pray for the 
committee as they discern God's call of our next leaders. 
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Where are we going?  Most of us do not like to be surprised, but would like to know what the plan is.  Your Pastors 

are the same way,  especially when it comes to our important task of preaching the Word of God each Sunday.   So, 

where are we going?  With the beginning of the year, we will focus on what we call "Swords".  Hebrews 4:12 states, 

"For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of 

spirit, of joints and of marrow, and   discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart."  Ephesians 6:17 tells "And 

take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God."  Both of these verses remind us 

that the Word of God is not just for us to know, but for us to use as a Sword, to go on the Offense.  Not in the way of 

attacking others (which some can do), but it is something that we use to attack our sin, our anxieties, and our fears.   

 
The first series of 2021 will be one of looking at common fears and concerns that we have, and that people have had 
since Genesis 3, and how the Word of God addresses them.  Our hope is that you will memorize each of the verses 
that we will look at, and use them as swords to remind yourself of the Truth and that we do not need to live in 
fear.  (One key thing, as we look at fears and anxieties, there are those who deal with diagnosed depression and oth-
er mental illness.  While we as Pastors believe that the Word of God is key in helping with these things, the Lord has 
given us other tools as well, such as counseling and medication, to better help those who are in that situation be able 
to apply the Word of God as they face life’s issues.) 
 
Beginning February 17 with Ash Wednesday, we will be in Lent.  This year we will be providing each family of Gray-
stone with a book called Passion: How Christ's Final Day Changes Your Every Day by Mike McKinley.  Pastor Joe and I 
will be using this book as a preaching guide as we lead you into the Scriptures that each chapter covers.  Each of our 
Short Term Lenten Life Groups will be using these sermons as a guide for discussion.   
 
After Resurrection Sunday, we will continue to focus on the Resurrection of Jesus for a few weeks as we look at the dif-
ferent Gospel accounts.  While much of the focus of the Church is on the Cross, the Resurrection is just as important 
and far less understood.  Because He lives, we can face tomorrow as the great hymn states.   
 
In May we will turn our attention to the Core Values of Graystone.  It is important we continue to keep these in front 
of us, for they help define, with the Word of God, and the Essentials of the EPC, who we are as Church. 
 
For the Summer of 2021 we will be having a Royal Summer, as we focus upon the Kings of Israel as there is nothing 
new under the Sun.  There is much to learn about who we are as people from the good and bad Kings. 
 
Finally, in September we will begin a study on the Book of Acts, as we as Graystone continue to ask the question, 
what is the Lord calling us to do and be as a Church in Indiana County and the world.   
 
Be God's, 
Pastor Rob 

Due by November 15 

New in the Library 

 
COMING  
SOON 

GRAYSTONE IS  

A PLACE WHERE NO ONE STANDS ALONE,  

STRUGGLES ALONE,  

SERVES ALONE,  

SEEKS ALONE,  

OR  

GROWS IN THEIR FAITH ALONE.  

WE ARE MEMBERS OF A  

COMMUNITY OF PEOPLE WHO SHARE  

LIFE TOGETHER. 

 

STAY TUNED FOR EXCITING THINGS COMING 

ALL THE TIME, GOD IS GOOD 

God  

IS GOOD ALL THE TIME 

We give thanks to God for the many signs of life around Graystone.  It is 
so good to be back together in person for fellowship and worship.  We 
have been blessed to welcome back: 

 -Bible Studies  -Prayer Groups 

 -Youth Group  -In Person Worship 

 -Bell & Chancel Choirs -The Worship Team 

 -Children’s/Youth and Adult Sunday School 

 -Seeds of Faith Christian Academy  

 



 Hello Graystone! It has been such a joy to partner with you through these past few years. I’m 
excited to continue to see what the Lord has in store for us. Over the past year we’ve had to make 
many adjustments to our ministry due to COVID. This semester has been filled with great joys and 
great reasons for encouragement. I’m thankful to have a space to share with you what has been hap-
pening and how we believe God is looking to work with us in the future!  
 When we went into quarantine mode, campus ministry had to learn how to build an airplane 
while in the air. Each day and each season we have had to adjust, grow, and improvise. Thankfully, 
the Spirit of God has been with us and we’ve been continuing to see fruit. Over the summer we met 
online, via Zoom. God used these weekly Zoom calls to foster a community that didn’t want to forget 
about God. The students could have easily forgotten about faith over the summer, yet, we had a 
large leadership team intentionally spend time with God, working to reform their lives. Not only was 
this time great for students, it was wonderful as a staff team to stay in contact with one another and 
grow in a shared vision for the upcoming semester.  
 As the semester drew closer, we knew that meant we had a lot of unanswered questions 

concerning our staff. We didn’t know what COVID would mean for Madison. Madison is immune compromised and is at high 
risk for COVID. Due to this, Madison has to work from home this semester. Though this has been difficult, it’s actually been a 
surprising joy. On campus, I’ll meet students who have already met Madison online. Madison has been working online to meet, 
connect with, pray, and plug in online students to our ministry. As of now, we are the only campus group that has someone like 
her working for us and it’s shown to be a great thing. Additionally, Mike Groop started working for CCO and Indiana Alliance 
Church in September of last year. Last year we started to assimilate Mike onto our team, while this year we have truly developed 
a working partnership. Mike is CCO at Alliance church, attends our CCO meetings weekly, and helps disciple and train up our 
students. This joint partnership has been a blessing to us in that Mike has been able to reach students Madison and I cannot. He 
brings a wealth of experience as a worship leader to our team and we are thankful to have him. As a team, we also brought on 
Tanner Swales. He is our CCO Fellow this year. He has been helping with Worship Team on Sundays and throughout the week 
has been learning campus ministry. 
  This semester was difficult to plan for but we have seen God bless our plans. To follow IUP’s guidelines, we chose to 
meet in small Community Groups around campus. Each week, Madison creates a study and trains the students while the stu-
dents engineer the Community Group liturgy. These have been a time of joy, community, and uplifting. After just a few weeks 
we are hearing stories of people sharing their hearts out to the group and God growing His people. We couldn’t be more 
pleased!  
 Throughout everything, we have all been tak-
ing necessary precautions around COVID. The culture 
we have created impressed us when we found out the 
students self-quarantined themselves one weekend 
when one of their friend’s roommates got tested posi-
tive for COVID. Though they never interacted with any-
one with symptoms, someone they did interact with 
did, so they were extra cautious and didn’t want to put 
their church community at a potential risk. Thankfully, 
the test came back a false positive and some of them 
got tested and proved to be negative themselves. 
Though this wasn’t a true scare, it showed the integrity 
of the students we have. I’m thankful for these students in their care for us as we care for them.  
 As the semester continues, please continue to pray for us as we spread the good news of Jesus on campus. Specifically, 
we pray for revival. Though campus is smaller this year, we believe God can use this to help us create a culture of students who 
choose Him above the ways of the world. Thank you so much for all you do for us!  

The Beauty and Focus of Missions  
 
What a joy that Jesus would call us to join Him in His work 
in our own town and around the Country and World.  He 
left us with a Command in Mathew 28: 18 -- 20" 18 Then 
Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teach-
ing them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
So, as the people of God, we have been given our mis-
sion.  This was not a suggestion, but the purpose of the 
Church.  What is our best way to do this, as Jesus explained 
in Matthew 22:17 -- 39  “‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment.  And 
the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.'  Mat-
thew 25:31 -- 40, even tells us that when we serve others, 
we are serving Him.   
 
So, how will Graystone continue to follow carry out the pur-
pose of the Church to love God and love others with the 
hope that others will come to know Jesus as Lord and Sav-
ior, with a renewed focus on local, national, and interna-
tional missions.   
 
The Missions Committee, led by myself and Elder Heather 
Ashe will pray for and evaluate our Missions on 5 criteria, as 
we seek the Lord's leading on who He wants us to partner 
with.  1.  The Mission seeks to glorify Jesus.  2. There is an 
evangelistic aspect to the mission (if it is a local mission we 
are the evangelistic component as we are personally in-
volved in serving).  3.  There is accountability.  4.  We can be 
involved as a Church family (Which looks different for each 
mission depending on location and need.  5.  Most im-
portantly, the Lord is calling us to partner, or still partner 
with them.  Our hope is to continue to have a very effective 
Missions Program where we as the entire Church is in-
volved through prayer, serving, and knowing our Missionar-
ies.  What a joy it will be to seek the Lord, and hopefully 
even be led to new missions that we can support with our 
money and hands. 
 
We would like to have a team of 16 people, with 2 groups, 
those who love local Missions and those who love national 
and international missions.  We will meet as a large group 
and then break into sub groups on a monthly basis.  If you 
are interested in being part of this team, please contact me 
at rsparr@graystonepc.org 
 
Be God's, 
 
Pastor Rob 

The Facilities Team has 
added a Security Team to 
their area of responsibil-
ity.  This Team is to look at 
Graystone from a safety 
and security point of view 
and make recommenda-
tions.  Some areas needing  
attention are control of ac-
cess to the building and 
procedures to implement in 
case of emergency.   
 
You may notice some changes over the coming months, 
but be assured these changes are designed to adapt to 
new challenges that are faced by all businesses and  
places of worship.  We appreciate your patience and  
understanding as we move forward.  Elder Kevin  
Addleman is leading this team if you have any questions.   

Facilities Update:   
 
The Facilities team would like to update you on a few 
projects that have been completed this year with fund-
ing from our Endowment.  We thank God for these fi-
nancial gifts given in the past, that are being used to 
help ministry happen today and into the coming years.   
 New LED lighting fixtures were installed throughout 

most of the building.  This not only improved the 
quality of our lighting but will save us money on our 
electric bill. 

 The Chapel received a much needed renovation.  
Along with new paint and carpet the pews were re-
moved and new sanctuary style chairs have been 
ordered and are expected to arrive in December.  
Replacing the pews with chairs has already allowed 
the Chapel to be a more flexible space where minis-
try can happen, such as the weekly prayer meeting. 

 The beautifully crafted exterior doors of the sanctu-
ary have been restored and refinished.   

 Our youth rooms have been renovated and refur-
nished.  Renovations include a new wall being in-
stalled at the rear of the Gathering Place, new car-
peting in both rooms, painting, new lighting and the 
addition of some much needed storage space for 
this ministry. 

 A deteriorating ramp, railing and sidewalk were re-
moved from the front sanctuary entrance on the Cal-
vary side.  The removal of this ramp allowed for a 
window to be opened up in the kids space and a 
new sidewalk has been laid. 

We invite you to check out these projects if you have not 
already had that opportunity.  If you have questions 
please talk to Elder, Dave Nehrig who chairs the Facilities 
Team.   
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We have a small collection of hospital equipment.  If you 

would like to borrow any of the following items, please 

contact the church office (724-349-5556) to see if they are 

available. 

 Wheelchairs 

 Walkers 

 Crutches 

 Shower Chairs 

Can We Help? 

mailto:rsparr@graystonepc.org

