CALL TO CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Session of Graystone Presbyterian Church at the request of the Senior Pastor Search Committee calls a
Special Meeting of the Congregation for Sunday July 26th, 2020 at 6:30pm in the sanctuary and via remote
conferencing. The purpose is to act on a motion from the Senior Pastor Search Committee to approve a call
to Teaching Elder and Pastor Rob Sparr as the next Senior Pastor of Graystone Church.
Rev. Sparr will preach at both services the morning of July 26 and be available after each service for
questions from the congregation both from the sanctuary and via the live stream of the services. The
members of the congregation can attend the congregational meeting that evening in the sanctuary. We
encourage you to begin logging on at 6pm via Zoom.

SPECIAL EDITION

Welcoming People

JULY 2020

Following Jesus

Topic: Graystone Congregation Meeting
Time: Begin logging on at 6:00 p.m. Meeting starts at 6:30 p.m.
Join from PC, Mac, iOS or Android: https://zoom.us/j/95121816594
Or join by phone:
+1 301 715 8592 (US Toll) or +1 312 626 6799 (US Toll)
Meeting ID: 951 2181 6594

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The Senior Pastor Search Committee unanimously approves and joyfully submits the call of Pastor Rob Sparr
to the congregation of Graystone.
A congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, July 26, at 6:30 pm. This will be an in-person meeting in
the sanctuary, combined with a Zoom/phone call-in meeting. Details on how to connect via Zoom will follow (see
the call on the back page for Zoom instructions).

Two Big Sundays

His resume and life story are found on pages 2 and 3. It details his previous three church positions and dates
of service. We have provided this information so you can see how God has been working in his life, his wife,
Heather, and their children.
Sunday July 26:
 Worship Services resume singing while we still suggest that unless health conditions prevent you from
being able, that you bring along a mask to wear while in the building (Children age two and under
should NOT wear a mask.)
 Pastor Rob Sparr (the candidate for Senior Pastor) will be preaching this weekend!
 Q&A after both services to get to know Pastor Rob Sparr.
 Services and Q&A will both be streaming online for those who choose to join us from home.
 The Green Room in the Kids Space will have a stream of the worship service and will be open for
parents with babies who are squirmy during the service and the Q&A. In the Kids Space, the only
bathroom open will be the one at the bottom of the steps to the sanctuary.
Sunday August 2:
 Worship Service times will change back to 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
 Livestream of the services will continue to be available at those times and archived for later viewing.
 If Pastor Rob’s call is approved at the congregational meeting, this will be his first Sunday leading us in
worship as our new Senior Pastor!

On July 26th, Pastor Sparr will be preaching at both services with a question and answer time following the
8:00 am and 11:30 am services. This will be live streamed so all have the opportunity to get to know him better. People viewing the live stream will be able to ask questions during this time.
Pastor Sparr has been personally interviewed twice by the Search Committee. The second interview was a
full weekend in Indiana. Three of our committee members visited two different services where he was preaching.
Everyone on the committee viewed several recorded sermons. He was questioned on his past approaches to many
areas of ministry including next generation, families and older adults. Extensive reference checks, discussions with
EPC presbytery representatives, mentors and colleagues were conducted by members of the committee. He was
also interviewed by the Session who asked about his approach to ministry, his work with Session, Deaconate and
staff. He had introductory meetings with all full-time Graystone staff. He shared his thoughts and plans for discipleship and outreach in our church and local community.
His heart for ministry, evangelism and love for God is apparent in his discussions. It is also evident in his personal life and life as a pastor. He values prayer deeply and approaches decisions with prayer first.
His time in ministry has been marked with Kingdom successes. He has grown youth programs and churches
as well as participated in mission trips. He has led and trained staff and elders in leading small groups and serving
the congregation members.
His relational approach to ministry is demonstrated by his willingness to come alongside people, hear their
concerns and help them find God’s will in their situations.
The search committee, through prayer, fasting and discernment believes that God has lead Pastor Sparr to us
and our congregation. We have prayerfully endeavored to hear God’s will throughout this search process and
wholeheartedly recommend to you that Pastor Rob Sparr is the shepherd God is calling to be our next Senior Pastor.
Respectfully and prayerfully,
The Senior Pastor Search Committee
Rob Brown, Chair
David Hill, Vice Chair
Linda Blakely, Secretary

Linda Blacksmith
George Caroff
Dave Irvin

Brook McGinnis
John Thompson

The following is a portion of Pastor Rob Sparr’s Personal Information Form:

Life Story: in one page, describe your life’s journey. Include key incidents that were significant in your formation
as a person and your call to ministry. State your personal ideals and goals.

EXPERIENCE
Hudson Presbyterian Church, EPC
2010--2019
Senior Pastor
 As the Senior Pastor I preach and teach weekly, have created
discipleship opportunities and ministries for all ages, recruited and
encouraged the Church staff and volunteer leaders to use their
giftedness to help others know Jesus, serve Jesus, and bring others
to Jesus, through their individual and corporate ministries and began
a personal discipleship through visitation ministry. Over the past 9
years Hudson EPC has grown from 189 to 300 people involved in the
life of the Church. I have enjoyed leading teams including our
Session, staff and various groups. I have also been blessed to be part
of and lead an association of Evangelical pastors in Hudson. It is a
joy to watch the smaller and larger Body of Christ at work!
Memorial Park Presbyterian Church, EPC
2006--2010
Pastor to Families
 As the Pastor to Families of a 2000 member Church, I oversaw the
marriage, men’s and youth ministries at Memorial Park as well as
spent time preaching, leading worship, and creating a new worship
service and structure to reach out to families of the area. The
marriage ministry was not only focused on strengthening marriages,
but as a discipleship tool for the Church family which was mostly
comprised of married couples.
Elfinwild Presbyterian Church
2000--2004
Director of Youth Ministries
 As the Director of Youth Ministries, what began as a ministry of 15
students grew to over 300 involved. This ministry not only sought to
reach out to those who did not know the Lord through relational
evangelism, but had a thriving worship, discipleship, and missions
aspect. Through small and large group teaching and study by myself
and a wonderful group of volunteers which my wife and I recruited
and trained, the Lord was at work growing this group of students
into followers of Christ.

EDUC ATION
Trinity School for Ministry
2004--2006
Masters of Divinity
Ordained in Evangelical
Presbyterian Church 2007
Geneva College
1992--1996
BA Christian Ministries:
Youth

SKI LLSET
My greatest strength over the
past 25 years of ministry has
been in communication,
including teaching and preaching
to large and small groups. I am
highly relational and enjoy
encouraging others to grow in
the Lord. I enjoy working with
and leading teams, helping
others develop their strengths to
accomplish the overall goal of
ministry. I am adaptable to new
aspects of ministry, as I believe
that the Lord is at work bringing
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to
people in new and creative ways.

I was blessed to grow up, in a Christian home with faithful parents, who truly embodied the
idea of having Jesus be part of our everyday lives, relationships, and work. I was 5 years old when I
came to be a Christian, as one night I prayed with my Mother asking Jesus to be my Savior and Lord.
I can look back now and see that He always has had His hand on me.
The Church was a major part of our lives, as my parents chose our family house based upon
the fact that the location forced us to drive past the Church to get to school, work, or friend’s
homes. They wanted it to be a visual reminder of what is most important in our lives. Because of
this, Memorial Park Church became the place that would reinforce what I saw at home as to what it
meant to be a follower of Jesus, for as my parents discipled me as did the adults and older teenagers
of the Church. The weekly youth group meeting was my favorite place to be, and in turn I invited all
of my friends from school to come, which they did. On a Fall youth retreat, I heard a call from the
Lord to become a Youth Pastor.
This calling led me to Geneva College to study Youth Ministry. During this time the Lord
allowed me to meet Heather, who was a ministry major as well, upon graduation we got married,
and started to serve in our first ministry at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Sharon, PA. Our
ministry grew from 15 kids to 120 as we focused on outreach to the community, but we look back on
that time now, and see how young we were. After we left Covenant, we had a brief time at a PCA
Church, but knew that wasn’t the best fit for us. During this time, we were blessed to have our son
Joel. In 2000 we were called to Elfinwild Presbyterian Church, which ended up being some of our
favorite times in ministry, as well as where we had our daughter Isabelle. In a 300-member Church,
our youth Ministry grew from 10 kids to 300, as we had a ministry with a healthy balance of
relational outreach, discipleship through small groups, service and teaching kids to share their faith.
In 2004, I was called by the Lord to go to Trinity School for Ministry for seminary. Upon graduation I
was hired to be the Pastor to Families at Memorial Park Church, was blessed to be mentored by Dr.
Dean Weaver not just in ministry, but in my relationship with the Lord. As I was learning to focus my
ministry on the Word of God and the work of the Holy Spirit, my wife Heather and I were called to
adopt a little girl from Ethiopia. After a 2 year process where we saw the Lord miraculously provide
for us, and do more than we could ask or imagine, we brought Yabsira home.
The Lord then called us to Hudson EPC in 2010, as I assumed the role of Senior Pastor. The
past 9 years has been one of spiritual and relational growth for the Church, as well as for me, as we
focused more on how to live as followers of Christ. I have seen the Lord at work bringing people into
relationship with Himself and others, learning to pray, “Big”, and starting new ministries. It hasn’t
always been easy, but it has been good.
I look back on my life and see the Lord’s hand upon me, giving me a wonderful family,
allowing me to stand in awe of His work, and giving me more excitement each day to help people
know Jesus. My goal for my ministry has always been to be a representative of Jesus in all aspects of
my life. As my ministry stems my relationship with the Lord, I seek to remain focused on Him, as I
seek to follow Him. I have a passion for outreach based discipleship and teaching others how to
follow Jesus with their lives.

