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The Passion 

As I look back on my past 47 years of life, I have come to realize the power that a day has.  A day is far more powerful than a year, a 
week, a month, or a decade.  For our lives can greatly change over the course of one 24 hour period.  I have had a few life changing 
days.   For me it was the day that I was called into ministry, the day that I met Heather, and the day that I married Heather, and the 
days that I met my children for the first time. When it comes to the most important day that I can remember, it was the day that I 
met Jesus as my Lord and Savior as I prayed as a young 5 year old child with my Mom for the Lord to forgive my sins so that I could be 
with Him forever.  The rest of my life’s path has grown out of that moment.  What about you?  What were your most life changing 
days?  Some of them might be wonderful, others might be sorrowful.  Write them down, and talk about them over the phone or the 
dinner table. 

For all of us as Followers of Christ, actually for all of creation, there was a 24 hour period that we were not even alive to see, that was 
the most life changing day that humanity, the universe, and time itself, has even known.  The final day of Jesus’ life, that begun with 
Jesus at the Garden, praying in anguish, and finished with Him in a tomb after taking the sins of the world upon Himself, and dying on 
the Cross that His people, you and I, would not need to know separation from God, and be able to have a lifelong relationship with 
Him. 

For this reason, as an entire Church family, we are going to spend Lent – February 17 (Ash Wednesday) through April 4 (Resurrection 
Sunday) using the book, Passion, by Mike McKinley as our guide.  We have purchased a copy of the book for each family, and ask that 
each week you read a Chapter, with your Bible beside you, as we will be looking at the verses covered in each Chapter in our services 
each week.  We will also be starting up Life Groups again to study the Passion book together.  These will be short term groups.  There 
is more information in this newsletter.  

The tag line of the Passion book is, “How Christ’s final day, changes your every day.”  The Cross indeed has done that for us.  

We will have the books available for you to pick up at the Church.  If you are unable to come to the Church, please let us know and 
we will get one to you.  Our hope is that each of you will read this book and that you and our Church family will come to know the 
power of the Cross, and more importantly the risen Savior in fresh, new, life changing ways. 

One day can change many aspects of our lives – One day, the day of the Cross, has changed everything in our lives. 

Be God’s, 

Pastor Rob 

  

PS. I was recently asked, what has been the greatest challenge for me coming as the new Senior Pastor to Graystone during this time 
of Covid.  The answer is easy, not getting to meet and spend time with many in our Church family.  Heather and I would love to come 
meet with you, or if you would like to meet over the phone, please just let me know.   

  

PER MEMBER ASKING 2021  

Students are back and Spring has begun! Spring means Jubilee 
and this year Jubilee is going to be virtual! Although it will be 
different, we are going to do it together! We have a full week-
end planned and are excited to celebrate God’s redeeming work 
in all of Creation together!  
 
Jubilee weekend will be February 26th and 27th. On February 
26th we will begin in the morning with 24 hours of prayer lead-
ing up to Jubilee. Let us know if you’d like to sign up for a time 
slot! Then, in the evening, at 7:00 we will have our very own Pre-
Jubilee Service. Meet us in the sanctuary for worship, prayer, 
and more!  
 
On Saturday, February 27th, we will start the morning at 9:00 
AM  with worship. Though the speakers will be on the screen, 
worship will be in person! We will go through all four sessions of 
Jubilee, Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Consummation, 
throughout the day and finish up around 7:30 PM. Please come 
in, get to know some of the students, and bless our community 
by being there for our students.  
 
To sign up go to jubileeconference.com and register by using the 
promo code: iup. This will get you FREE Admission! Sign up this 
way and if you’d like to help pray, volunteer, or provide anything 
we’d love to be in contact with you! Can’t wait to see you!  
 
If you have any questions, reach out to Kenny at (814) 515-5025. 
Hope to see you there!  
 



We are not called to walk through life alone.  We are not called to be the people 
of God alone.  The Lord made us a family, to walk with one another, as we en-
courage our brothers and sisters to keep following Jesus.  This is why I believe 
that Life Groups are vital for followers of Jesus.  Personally I have been encour-
aged as a Follower of Jesus through different Life Groups.  Whether it was gather-
ing with a group of men at 5AM or 7PM to discuss what it means to be a Man of 
God, to meeting with other families as we cheered each other on as parents, or a 
group of couples and singles of different ages and life situations studying a book 
of the Bible while we enjoyed being together, and helping one another strategize 
how to share the Gospel with the people that the Lord had put in our lives. 
  
With this in mind, I am excited to share with you the restart of our Graystone Life 
Group Ministry. 
  
• This Spring we are having 7 week long Life Groups for Lent – in person and 

online!  They will all focus on the book Passion by Mike McKinley that we will 
be giving a copy of to each family, and also will be our focus for the sermon 
time during Lent. 

  
• The groups will start the week of February 21st and conclude the week after 

Resurrection Sunday (April 4) with sign ups for groups beginning online or in 
person in worship on January 31st. 

  
• Each group will have a facilitator to walk the group through the questions at 

the end of each Chapter of Passion.  Between the book and the weekly Ser-
mon, we feel that each group will be led to have a meaningful discussion. 

  
• Different groups will meet at different times and at different locations, which 

you can choose from.  
  
• Pastor Rob and Linda Blacksmith are leading this time in our Life Group Minis-

try, and if you have any questions, please feel free to contact either of us at 
rsparr@graystonepc.org or blblacksmith@hotmail.com.  

  
Please begin to think through what days and times and locations work best for 
you, as sign ups will be here before we know it, and you will not want to miss out. 
  
     Be God’s, 
       Pastor Rob 

CAN THE LIBRARY 
HELP YOU? 
 
     Books have been an encourage-
ment and comfort to people in diffi-
cult situations in the 
past.  Our Seanor Library Team feels 
that our books and videos can help 
you and your family get through our 
current virus situation as we lean on our Father and learn more 
about Him.  We hope you will take advantage of the materials 
available to you.  We want to help you do that.  Please call Jean-
nette Frank at 724-463-0044 with questions about what is availa-
ble or how to go about checking out materials.  Materials brought 
back are put aside for a week before they can be checked out 
again.  We wear masks as we work in the library.  You will not 
need to come into the library to pick up your choices.  We can 
make other arrangements.  Our team hopes to call some of our 
loyal users to get some ideas for the future. 
 

Some personal notes:   
• I recently checked out a book of Pe-

ter Marshall's prayers to read at 
mealtime.   

• Jim Cymbala has written "The Prom-
ise of Answered Prayer". For children 
we have "Berenstein Bear's Book of 
Prayers". 

• My small group found the kit "The 
Prodigal God"  very powerful.  The 
video part of the kit by Timothy Kel-
ler is short and  simple, but brought a 
whole new meaning to the parable 
for me. 

 
Perhaps you might want to read a 
classic series like: 
•  C.S. Lewis' "The Chronicles of Nar-

nia" (we have some videos too).   
• Or you might want to try a different 

version of the Bible.   
• We have many, including one for 

teens called "The Story".  
 
We hope you'll give Graystone's very 
own library a chance to help you and 
your family keep growing in your 
knowledge and love of God. 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
FEBRUARY 
7  Communion Sunday 
12-13 Presbytery Meeting 
 Bakerstown, PA 
17 Ash Wednesday Service 
21  Life Groups Begin this 

 Week 
26-27  Jubilee at Graystone 
 
MARCH 
5  Imprisoned For Christ   
 Virtual Event- Chapel 
7 Communion Sunday 
14 Daylight Savings Time
 Begins 
20 Elder Training 
21 Officer Installation 
28  Spring Cleaning Day 
29 Palm Sunday 
 
 

We’ve partnered with WMUG (105.1 FM)  
 
 
 

The message from each 
 Sunday will be played on 105.1 FM the following 

Tuesday at 10:00am and 7:00pm.   
 
 

For those without an FM radio, WMUG can be 
streamed online at: wmugradio.org (and click the 

“Listen Online” link)  

The Growth Path has been a very  val-
uable time for many in our Graystone 
Church Family, as it has given us time 
to not only discuss things of the great-
er Kingdom of God, but also our 
Church.  Our next Growth Path class 
will begin in April, after Lent.   If you 
are interested in knowing more about 
the Kingdom of God, Reformed Theol-
ogy, your personal spiritual gifts and 
how you can use them, as well as the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church  and 
Graystone as a specific Church, please 
contact Pastor Rob to sign up at 
rsparr@graystonepc.org.  

July 5 - July 16 

                          2021 

The current plan is for Summer’s Best to take place the 
weeks of July 5 - July 16. Registration would open March 
15th online. That’s the hope for this year, but we recognize 
plans may need to adjust. We will keep previous regis-
trants, the church family, and the community aware as 
plans change or are confirmed. 

Friday Evening, March 5  in the Chapel 
Watch for Details 



Facilities Update 

 
As we look forward to 2021 the primary goal of the Facilities team is to continue our support of the ongo-
ing ministry and mission of Graystone through our work caring for the building and grounds that the Lord 
has provided.  Here are a few projects that are on our list for 2021 
 
 A Roof over the entry to the Welcome Center.  Currently there is a small roof over the doorway which 

needs to be replaced.  We are going to take this opportunity to enlarge this roof and raise it higher on 
the front of the building.  This will provide an area to enter the Welcome Center protected from the ele-
ments, some shade for the large front windows and remedy some leaks that we have been experiencing. 

 
 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Compliant Restrooms will be added near the Welcome Cen-

ter.  One of Graystone’s missions is to welcome people and the addition of these restrooms will help 
make our building more accessible and welcoming to everyone.  We will continue to look at ways to 
make our building more accessible! 

 
 As we consider plans for the Church Manse, we decided to do a home inspection to fully identify any 

repairs or concerns with that property.  The inspection revealed some major, and very costly issues with 
the house, and we are gathering bids to help us determine what the cost of the repairs would 
be.  Knowing the cost of the repairs will help inform the Facilities team and the Session as we prayerfully 
decided how to move forward.  Please note that the Session continues to pray about the manse proper-
ty as the decision to repair the needs of the manse, or to tear the manse down to give way to a better 
use of the space and monies are being discerned and discussed.  Please join the Session in praying 
about the Lord’s will for the property, as well as feel free to ask any questions that you may have. 

 
 Our Parking Lot will be resealed, and the lines will be repainted. 
 
 Repairs to our Outdoor Sanctuary Entrances will include the replacement of one set of steps and new 

railings. 
 
 
Renovation of the Mack Chapel which included painting, new flooring, and flexible seating.  The Chapel is 

now being used for the weekly prayer meeting, Sunday School classes, Bible studies, seminars, and for Ses-

sion meetings.  Please see Pastor Rob for more information on Chapel use. 

Our ministry to teens and preteens 
has continued strong in the last sev-
eral months. We restarted youth 
Sunday School, creating a space 
for our young people to learn more 
and go deeper on a Sunday morn-
ing. Sunday night youth group 
has continued to grow and be a 
good place of worship, fellowship, 
and growing deeper in relationship 
with God and one another.  
 

We are currently planning a retreat 
we’re calling Spring Recharge for 
March 12-14 at Ligonier Camp 
and Conference Center. Lots of 
plans have changed this year and 
we are hopeful that this will be a 
good getaway for our youth to re-
flect and grow together. 
 

The Youth Room and Lounge are in the process of being completely renovated, including new lighting, 

flooring, painting, larger risers for the youth room, and new furniture and equipment. This area was in much 

need of renovation as our Sunday night Youth Group meeting, and Sunday School program continues to 

grow. Please see Pastor Joe for a tour and with any questions.  

Next Gen Ministry updates 

Starting in February, we are excited to 
start offering Kids Jam again during 
the second service so kids can hear a 
message just for them and to have a 
time connecting with other kids. Our 
safety standards are strong and in-
formed by best practices in schools 
and churches and our team is excited 
to restart ministry to kids and families. 
 

Having heard from some of you about 
your desire to rejoin kids Sunday 
School as well, we’re making plans to 
relaunch Sunday School for kids 
PreK through Elementary sometime 
in the near future. We’ve taken many 
precautions to create a welcome and 
safe space for kids to grow in relation-
ship with God and one another so we 
hope you can join us soon.  

?YOUTH ROOM 

YOUTH LOUNGE 


