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 All veterans and their spouse or caregiver, as 
well as those currently serving in the Armed Services 
are invited to attend a luncheon to be held in their 
honor on  

Saturday, November 12, 2022  
Gathering Place 

Please join us any time between  

11:00 - 2:00 p.m.  
for soup and hoagie as we listen to stories from our 

guest speakers who have served. 
 

The event is open to those currently serving in the mil-
itary and veterans and their spouses/caregivers.  If 
you would like to attend you can sign up by calling the 
Church Office at 724.349.5556. 
 

 Volunteers from Graystone are needed to help 
make soup or serve at the luncheon.  If you are able to 
help with this celebration please contact Teresa Ar-
blaster at 724.349.2665 or call the Church Office.   

Celebrating our Veterans 

PEP EVENTS 
 

Soup and Sandwich Luncheon 
September 21 

12:00 noon 
 

 
Guest Speaker:   

Graystone Security Team 
Call the Church Office to RSVP  

by Sunday, Sept. 18 
Cost is $7.00 

Going where He leads!  Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and He leads His Church to green pastures and gentle streams, 

and at times to get to those places of peace He leads us through the dark valleys of this world.  The point is that He 

who is all knowing, all present, and all loving, leads us to the best places and things for us as a Church, even when 

they don’t seem like the places that we want to go because they are not as easily seen as comfortable to us.  But we 

go because He is the Good Shepherd, and we are His. 
 
In other words, The Church is His alone, and He will guide His Church to the best places the He has for us, even if 

the road to get there is challenging.  We need not worry though, because even if things feel dark and painful at 

worst, and at times uncomfortable for us, we do not need to fear or worry because He is with us, and He will com-

fort us.  
 
This is why we as Graystone need to continue to simply pray: Lord Jesus, tell us what you want us to do, where you 

want us to go, and please empower us to do what you want.  
 

This might mean that He leads us to new pastures and down new paths, or to enjoy pastures that we already know 

and open up new ways to work in those fields.  
 
We have already seen a few examples of this over the past few months.  We had a large Pentecost celebration which 

was new for Graystone.  It was a wonderful Church family gathering of worship, fellowship, laughter, reconnection, 

and creativity.  We felt Jesus lead us down this path, and it was a great pasture to be in. 
 

This was the first year of our One Week Summer’s Best Camp which incorporated sports and arts with a strong focus 

on sharing the message of the Gospel.  The vast majority of volunteers were from Graystone, and we hosted not on-

ly Graystone kids, but neighbor children, including some who didn’t even know who Jesus was.  We felt Jesus lead us 

down this path, and it was a great pasture to be in. 
 
Jesus led our Youth Ministry in a new direction, away from the familiar Summer Trips, to serve on a Mission Trip to 

Knoxville, TN.  As the youth arrived home there was not only a great comradery, but joy as they saw Jesus work 

through them, and ignite a passion to serve others.  Jesus not only led them down this new path, but provided all 

the funds to go, and it was a great pasture to be in.  
 

 

(Continued on Page 2) 

They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia; they had been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. 
 When 

they came to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. Passing by Mysia they went down to Tro-
as. During the night Paul had a vision in which a Macedonian man was standing and pleading with him, “Cross over to Macedonia and help 
us!” After he had seen the vision, we immediately made efforts to set out for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the 

gospel to them.  Acts 16:6-10  

Upcoming Events 

AUGUST 
18 Freshman CCO Cookout  
21  Youth Group Kick Off 
 CCO Welcome Back Luncheon 
24  CCO Barbeque 
28  Next Gen Sunday School Open       
           House 
 
SEPTMBER 
11  Next Gen Sunday School Kick Off  
 ALL CHURCH PICNIC at Mack Park  
21  PEP Soup and Sandwich Lunch 
25 Bloom Kick Off Event 
29 PEP to Sight and Sound 

 

OCTOBER 
8 Bloom and Brunch 
 
NOVEMBER 
12 PEP Veteran’s Lunch 
16 PEP Thanksgiving Lunch 
23  Office Closes at Noon for  
 Thanksgiving Day Holiday 
24-25 Office Closed for Thanksgiving  
 Holiday 

 

This Fall you will have 
the opportunity to sign 
up to be part of an 8 
week Small Group.  We 
will have groups that 
meet in homes, at the 
Church, in larger 10 
member groups, and 
smaller family 
groups.  We will be us-
ing a book called 
“Remember Your Joy”, 
A Bible Study of Salvation Stories in the Old Testa-
ment.  We will trace the promised seed of the woman 
from Genesis 3:15 through seven Old Testament Stories, 
all well known stories, to give us a greater glimpse of the 
greater salvation Jesus has given us.  You will not want to 
miss these lessons and discussions.  
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FACILITIES UPDATE 

LANDSCAPING 

 

A second phase of    
landscaping was  
finished in July.   Special 
thanks to  Tina Moore 
for coordinating this 
project. 

WELCOME CENTER ENTRY 

It has 
come to 
the atten-
tion of our 
Building 
Ministry 
Team and 
Session, 
that the 
concrete 
steps to 
our Wel-
come Cen-
ter are fail-
ing.  This 
was dis-
covered 

when we began to address the leaking around our current aged roof 
over that entry.  The steps and porch cement have started to crumble 
and deteriorate and it was discovered that the porch is not adequately 
supported underneath since most of that area has been hallowed 
out.  This is evident from the holes that continue to grow in the steps. 
  

We are excited to announce that this work on the Welcome Center en-
try will begin on Wednesday, August 10.  The early stages of this project 
require the demolition of a portion of the sidewalk along Carpenter Av-
enue, the steps and the porch.  Due to the demolition the church will 
be closed on August 10th, 11th  and 12th , we will be open for worship 
on Sunday the 14th  and the office will be closed again on Monday the 
15th.  We will keep you updated if we find the need to close the building 
any additional days.  

  

As you arrive on Sunday, August 14 you will be able to enter the build-
ing through both entrances on the brick patio on Carpenter Avenue. 
Additionally, the contractor is aiming to have access to the church 
building every Sunday through the elevator, we will update you if we 
find that will not be possible for a Sunday morning.  

  

During the week when the church re-opens on Tuesday the 16th the ele-
vator and the Welcome Center doors will remain closed.  You will be 
able to gain access to the building through the School Street entrance 
which brings you into our Christian Education building.  We have in-
stalled a camera and auto-lock system on that entrance so you will need 
to press the intercom to buzz the office to gain entry.  

  

This project will include new steps into the Welcome Center, a new and 
larger roof and heated sidewalks to help with safety in the winter 
months.  Specialty Contracting is managing this project and they have 
taken great care to purchase materials that help to blend the older 
stone section of our building with the brick Christian Education Cen-
ter.  This project is being funded by the D.C. Emma Mack and the Ruby 
Smith Endowment funds.  

Our Deacons Ministry ventured down a new path led 

by the Good Shepherd, of breaking into 3 Teams, with 

each one focused on a way to care for our Church 

Family.  The Care Team, was led to have an Adopt a 

Shut in Program, and each of our home bound broth-

ers and sisters have been adopted.  The Service Team 

has been busy helping carry heavy physical loads for 

those in need, and the Hospitality Team is working on 

new and better ways to welcome people into our 

Church family, while growing our opportunities to 

gather for fellowship.  Jesus has been at work leading 

this change, and it has been a great pasture to be in. 
 

Over this Fall, as highlighted in this newsletter, you 

will see ways that Jesus is answering our prayer, ask-

ing Him for His direction and empowerment as you 

read about the Bloom Women’s Ministry, a PEP minis-

try outreach to veterans, new Sunday Morning Clas-

ses, Advent small groups, and more.  
 

Jesus is leading Graystone, and though there are 

times that we might question why we are walking 

down certain paths, we can know that as He leads we 

need not worry. 
 

Let’s just keep praying, following, and celebrating 

what Jesus is doing at Graystone and enjoy the Pas-

tures that we are in, and look forward to new ones! 

  

Be God’s, 
Pastor Rob 

B
L
O-O-M

 
Ladies, put on your favorite jersey, grab a friend (or 
two) and join us for the kick off event for Bloom 
Women’s Ministry.  Enjoy games, a basket raffle, and 
delicious tailgate-inspired food surrounded by the 
gorgeous fall foliage of Eagle’s Rest Pavilion and pic-
nic area at the White Township Recreation Complex 
(Please continue to drive up the hill behind the S and 
T Bank Arena).   

Sign Ups will begin later this month. 

 

This summer we made some changes and even 
though camp was only one week, it was cer-
tainly Summer’s Best! We had an amazing 
group of almost 80 kids going into Kindergar-
ten through 6th grade come to camp this year 
and they were served by 26 youth leaders in 
middle and high school and 26 adult leaders 
who gave time to love these kids and point 
them towards Jesus. It was a week focused on 
our church family building connections with 
these kids, loving them and having wonderful 
fun together, and all centered on learning the 
good news about Jesus Christ. There were two 
things that were especially awesome this year 
that we wanted to highlight. 
  

First, so many folks from the Graystone family 
who hadn’t been involved with the kids of 
camp in the past jump in to serve . Whether 
helping lead a squad, or running a new elective 
to teach kids new skills, or being available to 
help prepare materials in advance, we were so 
pleased to see the Graystone Church family 
own this ministry in a wonderful way this year! 
And that goes for the youth as well. We had 
more of our own teens helping lead as counse-
lors this year and doing an awesome job of 
coming together to invest in kids. Overall it 
was a big win for our church family. 
  

Secondly, numerous times over the week I 
heard people saying how so-and-so was their 
neighbor they had invited. We had neighbor-
hood kids and friends take part in camp in a 
way I’d not seen before and it was a beautiful 
chance for kids (and parents!) of our church to 
engage kids in our community so that they 
could learn about Jesus in a meaningful way. 
Some of those kids were hearing about Jesus 
for the very first time and to be part of the pro-
cess introducing those kids to God’s love is 
such an honor and gift! 
  

So thank you for being a part of this ministry, 
thank you for cheering on what God was call-
ing us to, and we’re looking forward to how we 
can continue to follow God’s leading as we 
prepare to serve and love kids through camp 
ministry in the future at Graystone! 
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IUP’s Fall semester starts up 
soon and we want to welcome 
back the students who were a 
part of our ministry last year as 
well as make space to welcome 
the new freshmen who are 
joining us for the first time!  
 
After the second service on 
Sunday 8/21, come join us in 
the Gathering Place for a lunch 
and opportunity to say hello to 
an IUP student, to get to know 
them just a little, and to set the 
stage for the new year with col-
lege students here at Gray-
stone. Please join us in helping 
these college students feel wel-
come at Graystone and to see 
how God is going to use our 
church to impact the lives of 
young people through CCO 
this semester! 

 
Nineteen youth and adults traveled to Knoxville, TN, 

from July 10-16. We were led by Next Step Ministries and 
worked alongside other church groups from Wisconsin and 
Iowa. Our group was split into two work teams. For four days 
one team worked at Restoration House and Family Promise, 
deep cleaning apartments, assembling furniture, weeding, 
painting, organizing, and doing maintenance. The other team 
worked for four days at KARM (Knoxville Area Rescue Mis-
sion) thrift stores sorting clothes, doing yard work, and serv-
ing meals to people experiencing homelessness. Both groups 
got to pray over the places and people they were serving 
and had the chance to tell the Good News to people who 
desperately needed to hear it.  

Each evening we came back to their home church to 
shower, eat, and spend time in worship. The young adults 
from Next Step Ministries did an amazing job taking care of 
us and leading us each day. On the last day we went tubing 
on the Little River in the Smoky Mountains. It was so relaxing 
and fun, and we didn’t lose anyone! After a long week of 
hard manual labor, the kids wanted nothing more than to 
keep serving the people of Knoxville. They asked if we could 
go into the city and pass out water bottles since the heat 
index was almost 100 degrees. What an awesome experience 
it was being able to pray with folks as we gave them some-
thing as simple as water. On the last night we had the most 
powerful and life-changing worship time that many of us had 
ever experienced. The Spirit of God was present and moving 
in and through us.  

The mission trip not only allowed us to serve people 
and show the love of Jesus to others, but it strengthened our 
relationship with God and got us all thinking of how we can 
better serve the people of Indiana County. We would like to 
thank everyone who made this trip possible! 
 

Graystone Youth Miss ion Tr ip  2022  

Graystone SUMMER CAMP  
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LOCAL MISSION OPPORTUNITY 

Graystone Church will once again participate in reaching 
out to our community through the Family Promise Pro-
gram by providing meals for the family staying at the 
Family Promise Day Center from October 2 - October 15.  
If you would like to provide a meal please contact Teresa 
Arblaster at 724-349-2665. 

YOU CAN HELP! 
We are in need of casseroles, salads and desserts for this 
event.  Drinks and place settings will be provided.  Contact 
the Church office to RSVP for the dinner.  (If you are unable 
to stay for the dinner but are still able to provide a covered 
dish we would appreciate it!)  

 

Presbytery of the  
Alleghenies               $14.50  
EPC                        $23.00                    
                                  $37.50 

PER MEMBER ASKING 
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 Year Long Classes: 

The Foundations Class led by Andy Arblaster  
 This class will continue to focus on themes in the Book of Acts.  As Paul travels being a witness to different cities, 

different Biblical themes arise that were not just relevant then but are just as important for us today.  
 
The Challenge Class led (for the first 8 weeks) by Chris Evans  

This class will look at the book and DVD, Romans VIII: the Greatest Chapter in the Bible by David Jeremiah.  Ro-
mans 8 is full of eternal encouragement, challenge, hope, and truth.  Come dig deeper in this very important 
chapter in Scripture, and learn more about who the Lord is, and we are as His people. 

 

Adult Sunday Morning Classes: 

This Fall all our Sunday Morning Classes will be in full swing on September 11, which is the beginning of the Sunday morning 
programming for Children and Youth as well.  We will have four classes for Adults for you to choose from. 
 

8 Week Classes: September 11 – October 30th 

(For Women Only)  
Bloom Women’s Ministry Sunday Morning  

led by the Bloom Ministry Team  
 We all know it is important to study God’s 

Word.  But where to begin?  And how to over-
come obstacles such as lack of time and past 
frustrations?  Whether you desire to begin stud-
ying the Bible or renew your passion and prac-
tice of Bible Study, this  class is for you!  Starting 
Sunday, September 11, we will be using Jen 
Wilkens’s Women of the Word book as a guide 
in learning to study God’s Word with our hearts 
and our minds building a foundation for future 
Bible Studies.  One of the wonderful aspects of 
using this book is that we will focus on a new 
lesson each week, so that if you are unable to 
join us all 8 weeks, you will not fall behind in the 
discussion.  Plan to join us!  Contact Heather 
Sparr for more information at 

 heathersparr@gmail.com   

(For Men Only)  
Graystone Men’s Ministry Sunday Mornings  

led by Pastor Rob  
This is a special 8 week class for men of all ag-
es.  We will focus on the idea of How God Makes 
Men, as we look at 10 Epic Biblical stories, fo-
cused around 10 proven principles, all focused on 
one promise for our lives.  We will follow 8 differ-
ent men in Scripture to see how the Lord shaped 
them through life circumstances, and understand 
that He still does the same today.  Each week will 
look at a different man in Scripture.  While it is 
always best to be able to be with the class weekly 
to get a bigger picture of what God is doing, 
each lesson is self contained and you will not be 
behind if you have to miss class.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Pastor Rob 
at rsparr@graystonepc.org 

Youth Group KICK OFF 8/21 
Our back-to-school kickoff for youth group begins 
on Sunday August 21 from 6-8pm at Graystone for 
all kids going in to 6th grade through 12th! We’ll 
be playing bigger than usual games, enjoying big-
ger than usual snacks, and building bigger than 
usual community together before the school year 
starts up! For more information about Youth Min-
istry, reach out to Pastor Joe at 
jstroup@graystonepc.org or 724-349-5556 
 

Youth Group Fall Schedule 
 Aug 21st – Youth Group Kickoff, 6-8pm 
 Aug 28th – Stone Youth Group 6-8 pm 
 Sept 4th – No Youth Group for Labor 

Day weekend 
 Sept 11th – No Youth Group for Church 

Picnic (youth invited) 
 Sept 18th – Sept 25th – Stone Youth 

Group 6-8 pm 

Next Gen Sunday School 
Open House 8/28 

All children and youth begin in their new 
classes soon and we want them to get a 
preview of their new classes! Come during 
the Sunday School hour at 9:45am to the 
Kids Space and the Youth Room (parents 
are invited too) for a preview of what the 
new school year will bring in our ministry 
to the Next Generation! There will be 
treats and a little something to take away 
to have a sense of what Sunday School is 
going to feel and look like this coming 
year. 

 

Next Gen Sunday School 
Kickoff 9/11 

Sunday September 11th we officially begin 
the Sunday School season for the next 
year! Kindergartners, 3rd Graders, and 6th 
Graders all officially move up to their new 
groups and we jump back into the big sto-
ry of the Bible together. Come join us at 
9:45am for a morning of learning, playing, 
and growing together! 

 

Seanor Library 
REMINDER:  The Bill Blacksmith Small Group Study Library has kits available for Sunday 
School, Study Groups or Individuals:  Most of the 79 kits have a video and a study guide 
and are easy to use.  You will find kits featuring books of the Bible, discipleship, families, 
finances, personal health, prayer, etc. 

NEW MATERIALS:  Our pastors have recommended some books for our library.  Pastor 
Rob likes the Bible Commentary series “Christ-Centered Exposition”.  We are beginning 
with twelve volumes dealing with books of the New Testament. 

Pastor Joe recommended several books dealing with subjects he has covered in his 
Sunday School classes—science and faith, sexuality, politics, race, and growing in your 
faith.  These books should be arriving in August.  

FREE:  FAMILY DVD’s.  Find videos on the window ledge in the coffee conversation ar-
ea.  Help yourself! 
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