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Dear Graystone Church Family, 
  
First I would like to say on behalf of my family, how blessed we are to be part of this Church Family.  Thank you 
for the past year of welcoming us to Graystone and Indiana.  There is no where else we would want to be! 
  
Recently the Lord has been reminding me of a subtle, but life changing truth, that we are “known” by Him.  
  

This truth is what Psalm 139:1-6 reminds us: 

 1 You have searched me, LORD, 
     and you know me. 
 2 You know when I sit and when I rise; 
     you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
 3 You discern my going out and my lying down; 
     you are familiar with all my ways. 
 4 Before a word is on my tongue 
     you, LORD, know it completely. 
 5 You hem me in behind and before, 
     and you lay your hand upon me. 
 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 
     too lofty for me to attain. 

  
The comfort found in this, is that you are not just a warm body on this earth, that the Lord has a duty to check in 
on every once in a while.  You are His, and He knows you.  His loving, protecting, assuring hand is upon you.  He 
is not surprised when things get hard, or something worth celebrating happens.  He knows when you are strug-
gling, worrying, depressed, or simply wiped out.  He is with you when you wake, and watches over you when 
you sleep.  
  
He doesn’t just watch over us, but as Zephaniah 3:17 tells us, “The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty War-
rior who saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over 
you with singing.” 
  
Like a loving parent, he delights in you.  He rejoices over you with singing.  One of my favorite memories is 
walking into the hospital room the day after our son was born.  A room that was full of the chaos of birth the 
day before, was just warm. I saw Heather holding our boy, with a little blue hat on, and looking at him and re-
joicing through the biggest smile that I had ever seen. 
  
If a new Mom can feel that way about her baby, imagine how the one who knit you together feels about you.  
  
Not only does He know our coming and goings, and rejoices over us, He knows your name.  
  

(continued on page 2) 
 

Upcoming Events 

AUGUST 
29  Sunday School Open House  
 CCO Potluck Lunch after Worship 
 
SEPTEMBER 
5  Communion Sunday 
6  Office Closed for Labor                     
 Day Holiday 
12  Kick Off Sunday 
 All Church Picnic - Mack Park 
 
OCTOBER 
3 Communion Sunday 
3-17 Graystone Provides Meals  
 for Family Promise  
7 Chiz Rider Concert 
 
NOVEMBER 
4 PEP Trip to Sight and Sound 
7 Communion Sunday 
24  Office Closes at 12 noon for  
 Thanksgiving 
25-26 Office Closed for Thanksgiving  
 Holiday 
 

Christian musician 

Chiz Rider  
In concert  
Graystone  
7:00 p.m.  

October 24, 2021.   

Queen Esther  
November 4 

A chartered bus will be used and dinner will follow the 
production at the Good and Plenty Restaurant.   

Cost will be $110 per person.   
Sign up in the Church Office.  

Sight and Sound Trip  
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LOCAL MISSION OPPORTUNITY 

A Look Ahead 
 
We at Graystone will once again have the opportunity 
to participate in Family Promise which is a local mis-
sion that provides training, meals and temporary 
housing for homeless families in our community.  Vol-
unteers are needed to provide a meal for a family who 
may be staying at the Day Center from October 3 - 
October 17, 2021. 
 
To volunteer or for more information please contact: 

Teresa Arblaster 
724-349-3665 

taarblaster@icloud.com 

(continued from page 1) 

John 10:3 tells us, “The sheep hear his voice, and he 
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.” 
 

To truly know someone is to know their name.  To call 
them by name means that you care enough to take 
notice, and to not just treat them like a number.  To 
think that Jesus, the King of Kings and the Lord of 
Lords knows my name and your name, and calls us to 
Himself, is overwhelmingly wonderful.  We should be 
empowered by this wonderful news, and realize that 
the One who Knows you is in control. 
 

You are not just another person that He has to watch 
out for, like a chaperone on the field trip of life.  You 
are not just one that he has to put up with.  You are 
not just a number.  You are a child of God, bought 
with His own blood on the Cross, whom the Lord 
leads and empowers every day, and who He rejoices 
over.   
 

That is one of the reasons that I love being part of the 
Graystone family.  We do these same things for each 
other, and I have watched it over the past year.  I have 
seen brothers in Jesus assuring one another during 
hard times.  I have seen faces of our older generation 
light up with rejoicing as they see the younger kids 
full of life and noise in the Sanctuary.  I have seen sis-
ters in Jesus stand outside on Easter morning and 
greet those that we haven’t seen for a while by name, 
and receive a big smile back.  There is no other 
Church family that I would want to be a part of, for I 
see these aspects of being “Known” by God, being 
done by our Church family.  
 

There is much being planned for the Fall, and while 
this newsletter will seek to introduce you to some of 
it, please know that the Lord is at work inspiring His 
people in new and exciting ways, so new ministries 
and opportunities will come your way throughout the 
year.  What a wonderful new ministry year this will be 
as we are being led by Jesus, to whom Graystone be-
longs. 
  
Be God’s, 
Pastor Rob 

 In the Spring of this year our organ sustained 
some damage due to a roof leak.  While the organ has 
been repaired the roof leak remains.  This same roof 
leak is causing some damage in the hallway outside 
the Carpenter Avenue side balcony.  This Fall we will 
be having some repair work done to this section of 
the roof at a cost of $ 2650.00.   
 
 Additionally, since Seeds of Faith has been 
able to move to their own building, we are working on 
preparing those rooms for our use.  Beginning late 
September those rooms will be getting a fresh coat of 
paint and some other minor updates.  Special thanks 
to Dave Jackson who will be doing the painting in 
those rooms. 
 
 At the August Session meeting the possibility 
of building a pavilion on the church manse lot was 
discussed and Endowment funding to develop a plan 
for this project was approved.  We are excited about 
the many ways that the addition of a  pavilion would 
benefit our current ministries and help us reach out 
into our community.  Please join us in praying about 
this new opportunity.  We will keep you updated as 
plans continue to move forward for this project.  

FACILITIES UPDATE 

 

Presbytery of the  
Alleghenies             $14.50  
EPC                        $23.00                    

                                  $37.50 

PER MEMBER ASKING 2021  

GROWTH PATH 
 

The Growth Path is the initial step  
toward membership in Graystone  
Evangelical Presbyterian Church. 

There are three separate sessions which 
will be held during the Sunday School 

hour on the first three Sundays in  
October.  If you are interested in be-

coming a member or just want to learn 
more about the church you are  

welcome to attend. 
Please call the church office to register 

for the Growth Path or to get additional 
information.   

As we did in the Spring, these groups are designed 
to meet for a limited period of time, at various 

times during the week, so that more of us are able 
to be involved.  As we will be focusing on the Book 

of Acts this year, we are being led to focus our 
Study Groups on the main person in the Book of 

Acts, the Holy Spirit, who empowers the People of 
God to follow Jesus in all aspects of our lives and 
to be empowered to do what He has called us to 
do.  Maybe you look at your walk with Jesus and 

simply say, “I just want to know Him more, and to 
be used by Him”, or you simply hear Jesus talking 
about a Life of Abundance, but your life feels any-
thing but that.   This is why we are excited to use 
Jared Wilson’s book, Supernatural Power for Eve-
ryday People: Experiencing God’s Extraordinary 

Spirit in your Ordinary Life.  We know that reading 
and discussing this book in smaller groups will en-
courage you as a person, and all of us as a Church 
Family.  Please plan to join us in the Fall.  For more 

information please contact  
Pastor Rob (rsparr@graystonepc.org) or  

Linda Blacksmith (724-388-4991).  

Our new Season of Study Groups (formerly 
known as Life Groups) will begin in 

October.  Please be on the lookout for sign-ups.    

Special Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, September 19, 2021 

Following the 11:00 a.m. Service 
For the purpose of electing a Trustee to 

the Endowment Committee. 
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Fall Adult Sunday School Class Opportunities 

Beginning September 12; 9:45 - 10:45 a.m. 

Class:  “Be Dynamic and Be Daring” 
Teacher:  Scott Elgin, Chris and Steve  
  Pusateri, and Julie Greenawalt 
Room:   Lower Level Meeting Room 
 
The Challenge Class will continue to explore the  
biblical message using the “Be Series” by Warren 
Wiersbe. The class, facilitated by the team of Scott  
Elgin (coordinator), Chris and Steve Pusateri, and Julie 
Greenawalt, will be leading discussion through the 
book of Acts using Wiersbe’s books, “Be Dynamic 
(Acts chapters 1-12)”and “Be Daring (Acts 13-28)”. As 
Wiersbe notes, the study of scripture is not a luxury, 
but is an absolute necessity if we are to be informed 
Christians. The Challenge Class invites all those  
interested in exploring the ministry of Peter in the 
Book of Acts as we delve into Scripture using the Be 
Series!  

This Fall we are very excited about our new Adult Education classes on Sunday mornings.  As we will spend the next 
year looking at the book of Acts in worship, three of our Adult Classes will be using Acts as a starting point for their 
discussions.  Each class will focus on a different aspect of our faith life, ranging from working chapter by chapter 
through the book, to looking at the theology of Paul, to how the lessons learned from the book of Acts speaks to our 
daily life as a Follower of Jesus.  We will also seek to offer a short term class, that while not being focused on Acts, 
will address current thinking in our world, as we live as the People of God, seeking to engage the world for             
Jesus.  Please see more information on each class below.   

Class:  “Themes of Acts” 
Teacher:  Andy Arblaster 
Room: MMR1 
 
The Foundations Class will begin a series of studies 
that coordinate with the sermon series on the book of 
Acts of the Apostles.  We will spend the first several 
classes looking at the context of Acts including its  
author, the world culturally and politically, and the  
influences and changes in the disciples from the  
resurrection to Peter's sermon on Pentecost. Our class 
will then look at New and Old Testament scripture 
such as the letters of Peter, Paul, James, and the  
Gospel of Mark that coordinate with the sermon series 
as it moves through the people, events, and themes of 
Acts.  When we look at the Holy Spirit inspired  
scriptures associated with the places, events, and  
people of Acts we discover grace, hope and direction 
for our lives . 

Class:  “Big Questions, BIG GOD” 
Teacher:  Pastor Joe Stroup 
Room: Chapel 
 
Can Jesus be true for you, but not for me? How can 
you believe the Bible is true? Hasn’t science disproven 
Christianity? Isn’t Christianity against diversity? Can’t 
we just agree that love is love? Who cares if you’re a 
boy or a girl? Can’t we just be good without God? We 
live in a world that is constantly asking questions and 
looking for meaningful answers. Some of these may 
surprise us, but the world around us and especially 
the next generation are asking these questions and 
waiting for good answers that point them to the Big 
Truth of who God is. Pastor Joe will be teaching a 
Sunday School class tackling “Big Questions, BIG 
GOD”. Join us for discussion and seeking what it 
means to live graciously and faithfully in light of these 
questions. 

 

Class:  Living the Normal Christian Life 
Teacher:  Randall LeBlanc  
Room: Library 

The world provides keys to identify normalcy, but 
God’s purposes are contrary to the world. The world 
tells us to put yourself first. Make sure you are ful-
filled, then get along with others as best you can. God 
calls us to be crucified with Christ and to put others 
before yourself. The believers normalcy is defined by 
the God who created all things. The normalcy of  
unbelievers is defined by the god created by humans, 
and as humans at times we can find God’s way to be 
awkward, unfamiliar, not normal.  If we are to come 
into a right relationship with the Father we should  
understand and trust the path that has been provided 
to us by His grace. We need to become comfortable 
on this path. We need a new normal. 
  
The purpose of this class is to help the believer  
understand and embrace the new normal to which we 
have been called. Acquiring a firm foundation in the 
purposes of God enables a believer to remain firm in 
the faith, able to endure all things knowing that God is 
working for His glory and our good.  
 
The book is available at Amazon.com for about $10; 
however, a copy of the book is not required for  
participants in the class. 

Youth Schedule 
Sunday Nights for our middle and high school kids 
will continue to be fun throughout Fall. August 29th 
we’ll meet at the church at 6pm and drive over to 
Mack Park to enjoy a walk around at the Indiana 
County Fair (bring $ for food while we’re there) and 
we’ll plan to be back at the church at 8pm. Then  
September 5th (Labor day weekend we will be off) and 
September 12th will be our kickoff for the Fall back at 
the church from 6-8pm! Any questions, please email 
Pastor Joe at jstroup@graystonepc.org or call the 
church office. 

Sunday School Open House 
Join us at 9:45am on Sunday August 29th to get a 
preview of Sunday School classes this Fall. All kids and 
youth classes will be having a preview time so you can 
bring children (and yourselves!) to see what the Fall is 
going to bring, meet the leaders, and get an idea of 
how the transition to Sunday School will work this 
coming year. Any questions, please email Pastor Joe at 
jstroup@graystonepc.org or call the church office. 

Fall Kickoff 
All Sunday School classes (as well as Stone Youth 
Group on Sunday Nights) will kick off on September 
12th. That morning will be extra special so be looking 
for extra fun, especially for those moving up to a new 
ministry area that day! New Kindergartners will start in 
the Yellow Room, new 3rd graders will start in the 
Blue room, and new 6th graders will start in the Youth 
Lounge! Any questions, please email Pastor Joe at 
jstroup@graystonepc.org or call the church office. 

We were pleased with our first “tech help” night in 
the library.  We found there were folks in our church 
who could use help with their devices.  We also found 
that the two groups: youth and adults had not had the 
opportunity to get acquainted.  We hope to schedule 
more help sessions in the future.  Many thanks to  
Sophia Mingora and Joel Sparr, our summer youth 
interns, and Cammy and Jacob Snyder, our youth 
helpers! 

 

We are planning a book club for the Fall.  As you may 
remember, we select a non-fiction book which is an 
easy read, but also has a strong message for us.  We 
take about a month to read the book and then we 
meet one evening to discuss it, sometimes with a  
special guest in attendance.  If you have a book to  
suggest, please speak to one of our library volunteers. 
 

Would you like to be a part of our library team?   
There are no special qualifications.  We would be 

happy to have you join us!  

Can you help?  
If you would like added to a list 
as a volunteer for the following, 
please call the church office.   
Thanks! 

• providing snacks for    
coffee hour 

• providing desserts for  
funeral dinners 


