
ORDER OF WORSHIP 
*indicates that the congregation will stand 

 
Welcome and Announcements                            Pastor Joe Stroup 
 
Prelude:             “Prelude on a Traditional Irish Air”    Marissa Bruno 

Ethel Smyth   
 
Prayer of Invocation 
 
Call to Worship                                From Psalm 148:1-5 

Leader:  Praise the Lord!   
 Praise the Lord from the heavens;  
 Praise Him in the heights! 
People: Praise Him, all His angels; 
 Praise Him, all His hosts! 
Leader: Praise Him, sun and moon;  
 Praise Him, all you stars of light!   
 Praise Him, you heavens of heavens, 
 And you waters above the heavens! 
ALL:  Let them praise the name of the Lord,  
 For he commanded and they were created.  
 

*Hymn:                “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”     Hymn 98     
 
*Confession of Faith  Westminster Shorter Catechism, Question 23 

Q.  How is Christ our redeemer? 
A.  As our redeemer, Christ is a prophet, priest, and king in 

both his humiliation and his exaltation.   
 
*Prayer of Confession & Silent Confession                Psalm 39:4-8 
 Lord, make me to know my end, and what is the measure of 

my days, that I may know how frail I am. Indeed, You have 
made my days as handbreadths, and my age is as nothing 
before You; Certainly every man at his best state is but 
vapor. Surely every man walks about like a shadow;  surely 
they busy themselves in vain; He heaps up riches, and does 
not know who will gather them. And now, Lord, what do I 
wait for? My hope is in You. Deliver me from all my 
transgressions; Do not make me the reproach of the 
foolish.” Hear now our silent confessions in Jesus’ name. 

 
*Assurance of Pardon             I Timothy 1:15 

 
*Response of Praise:               “Gloria Patri”                      Hymn 670 
 
*Passing of the Peace  
 
Installation of Elders and Deacons 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer             Jason Stubbe 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory:               “You Do Not Walk Alone”        Chancel Choir 

   Elaine Hagenberg 
 
*Doxology (Hymn 668) 

SERMON NOTES: 
   “What He Came to Do:   

Why Would the King Go Through This?” 
Mark 14:53-65; 15:1-20 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 
Message:                                                                 Pastor Rob Sparr  

“What He Came to Do:          
 Why Would the King Go Through This?” 

 
Scripture:                          Mark 14:53-65; 15:1-20 
 
*Song:                     “Be Thou My Vision”                      Hymn 83 
 
*Benediction  
 
Postlude:                  “Emperor’s Fanfare with              Marissa Bruno 

In Christ Alone”   
Jeff Perks 

 
*Please stand if you are able.   

 
 



 
March 17, 2024              8:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

What He Came to Do 
“Why Would The 
King Go Through 

This” 
Mark 14:53-65; 15:1-20 

ARE YOU RECEIVING OUR WEEKLY EMAILS?  If not, please sign up in 
the back of the sanctuary or in the Welcome Center by giving us your 
email address.   Feel free to update your email address as well.   

LOOKING AHEAD:  Mark 15:1-47 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME - We are pleased to have you join us today.   If you would like to meet 
with one of our pastors please call the church office (724-349-5556) or email Pas-
tor Rob (rsparr@graystonepc.org) or Pastor Joe (jstroup@graystonepc.org) to set 
up an appointment.    
 
The Chancel Flowers have be given for the glory of God and in memory of Darl 
and Joyce Elgin by their family.  
 
Good Friday Blood Drive!  We will be hosting a blood drive on Friday, March 29, 
from 11:30 am-5pm in the Gathering Place and there are 3 ways you can be in-
volved: 
• Sign up to donate online https://www.redcross.org/give-blood.html or in the 

Welcome Center during March 
• Commit to an hour-and-a-half to hang out at the canteen to visit with donors 

after they donate - sign up in the Welcome Center 
• Supply homemade baked goods for the canteen (contact: Heather: 617-233-

2910 or heatherashe@gmail.com) 
 
STOP BY THE OUTDOOR  MINISTRY CENTER this morning to see our new picnic 
tables.  Join us in praying for ways to use this new space to be a light for Christ in 
our community.  Pray that it becomes a place to gather and connect, in the name 
of the Lord.  Jesus tells us in Matthew 18:20 “For where two or three gathered to-
gether in my name, I am there among them.” So, invite your coworker to join you 
for lunch someday at the Outdoor Ministry Center, or go pick up lunch with a few 
families Sunday after church and come enjoy this beautiful new place to gather.  
  
There are already many plans for the Outdoor Ministry Center for this summer, 
from our weekly Coffee Hour, picnics, Bible Studies, Youth, Children's, and College 
ministry meetings and events, outreach to our local community, as well as local 
missions partners asking about using it.  We are excited about how the Lord is 
already moving.  May Jesus be glorified and may new disciples be made through 
future connections that happen here! 
  
Special thank you to the volunteer crew that assembled the tables on Wednes-
day.  Stop by the hallway near the office to see a few pictures of them joyfully 
serving the Lord together. 
 
DECORATING HELP NEEDED—We will be placing the tulips and lilies in the sanc-
tuary for Resurrection Sunday on Friday, March 29, beginning at 10:00 a.m..  Any-
one interested in gathering together to help is welcome to join us.   
 
LIBRARY BOOK CLUB—  The Graystone Seanor Library is offering a Book Club 
featuring C.S. Lewis and his works. C.S. Lewis described himself as a most reluctant 
convert to Christianity.  After his conversion he began speaking and writing, ex-
plaining in simple terms and with wonderful examples exactly what being a Chris-
tian means and involves. He has written popular children’s books (The Chronicles 
of Narnia) which have been made into movies.  He is quoted frequently from the 
pulpit, in college classrooms, in newspaper editorials, etc. The book we have cho-
sen has short excerpts from many of his best works. We will begin registration for 
the Book Club Sunday, March 17

th
.  There are sheets to sign in the library, in the 

Welcome Center or at the back of the sanctuary.  We will contact you about re-
ceiving a book.  You may borrow one or if you would like to purchase one they 
are $10.00.  You will have about a month to read the book.  Our library has a dis-
play of other C.S. Lewis books, videos and audio books available for check 
out.  We will meet for a discussion on Thursday, April 11

th
 at 7:30 p.m. in the li-

brary. All are invited to participate.  You do not need to be a member of Gray-
stone.  Please invite your friends.  We can share books. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• MARCH PEP LUNCH—The March PEP Luncheon will be held on Wednes-
day, March 20 in the Graystone Gathering Place.  Enjoy a St. Patrick’s Day 
meal (Cost is $7.00) and an afternoon of Bible Trivia.  

• WOMEN’S MINISTRY BIBLE STUDY AT THE FARM will begin on Tues-
day, April 2nd at 10am. This event will be held at Olde Sassafras Farm in 
Cherry Tree.  We will be studying Life Under the Sun: The Unexpectedly 
Good News of Ecclesiastes by Hannah Anderson. This 8-session Bible study 
"invites us to consider the wisdom of Ecclesiastes afresh as we search for a 
solid foundation for life under the sun. Together, we’ll learn to name our 
anxieties, concerns, and disappointments. We’ll discover how Ecclesiastes is 
more than self-help or good advice—how it frees us to ask the questions 
that Jesus Himself will eventually answer. And through its raw honesty and 
unflinching commitment to goodness, we’ll find hope in the One who 
guides all days under the sun." This is open to all women. Contact the 
church office to sign up. Contact Rochelle King (6inthesticks@gmail.com) if 
you have questions. 

 
Sign up for any of these events by signing up in the Welcome Center or 

calling the church office at 724-349-5556. 

 CALENDAR 
 
Happening today 

Nursery is open during worship service for children under 5 
 8:30 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary  
 9:45 a.m. Coffee Fellowship  Time—Welcome Center 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
      Choosing Joy:  MMR2 
      Forgiveness:  Gathering Place   
 11:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
 6:00 p.m. Stone Youth Group 
Happening this week 
Monday, March 18 
 6:30 p.m. Graystone Bell Rehearsal 
Tuesday, March 19 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 10:00 a.m. Ladies Bible Study—Women’s Ministry Room  
 6:30 p.m. Ladies Bible Study—Women’s Ministry Room 
 6:30 p.m. Deacons  
Wednesday, March 20 
 9:30 a.m. Image Bearers Bible Study 
 12:00 noon PEP Lunch 
 6:30 p.m. Prayer Group 
 7:30 p.m. CCO Midweek 
Thursday, March 21 
 9:00 a.m. Ladies Bible Study—MMR2 
 1:00 p.m. Library Team 
 6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 7:00 p.m. Worship Team Rehearsal 
Saturday, March 23 
 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study—Perkins 
Sunday, March 24 
 8:30 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary  
 9:45 a.m. Coffee Fellowship  Time—Welcome Center 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
      Choosing Joy:  MMR2 
      Forgiveness:  Gathering Place   
 11:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
 6:00 p.m. Stone Youth Group 
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