
ORDER OF WORSHIP 
*indicates that the congregation will stand 

 
Welcome and Announcements                                             Pastor Rob Sparr  
 
Prelude                                                                                        Marissa Bruno 
 
Prayer of Invocation 
 
Choral Introit:        “Christ Be Our Light”                         Chancel Choir 

Bernadette Farrell, Arr. Joel Raney 
 
*Responsive Litany: Hope For Those Who Are Watching 

Leader:     Advent is a time to awaken our spiritual senses.  
People:     We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in 

our day! 
Leader:     Grant us vision to behold your glory. 
People:     We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in 

our day!  
Leader:     Quiet us so we may hear your still, soft voice.  
People:     We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in 

our day!    
Leader:     Make us vessels of your mercy, compassion, and grace. 
People:     We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in 

our day!    
Leader:     For all of us eagerly watching for your glory in our midst: 
ALL:     Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we 

wait, the love of Christ as we act, and the grace of 
Christ as we speak.  

 
Advent Candle Lighting            Pastor Joe Stroup  
 
Unison Musical Response:      “Christ, Be Our Light”  Congregation & Choir 
 

*Hymn:                         “Lo,  How A Rose E’er Blooming”                 Hymn 177 
 

SERMON NOTES: 
“Remember Your Joy:  Lifted Up For Our Salvation ”      

Numbers 21, John 3:13-17 

*Prayer of Confession and Silent Confession                   
Dear Heavenly Father, we are a world in need. We need hope, 
forgiveness, and love. We need Jesus. Your Word tells us 
that Jesus is the One whose birth brings real hope, whose life 
inspires real love, whose death and resurrection renders us 
forgiven. We confess that we often spin our wheels trying to 
fix things on our own, doubting Your power to effect change 
in our homes, our hearts, and our world. We ask for Your for-
giveness, and for strength to be a people who believe that 
You are the One with real power to save. In Jesus' Name we 
pray. Amen.  
 

*Assurance of Pardon 
 
*Response of Praise:                    “Gloria Patri”                                Hymn 670 

 
*Passing of the Peace 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forev-
er.  Amen. 

 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory:                         “Night of Silence”                        Chancel Choir           

Dan Kantor, Arr. John Ferguson 

 
*Doxology (Hymn 668) 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
Sermon:                                                                                 Pastor Joe Stroup 

“Remember Your Joy:  Lifted Up For Our Salvation”      
 

Scripture:                       Numbers 21; John 3:13-17 
 
*Hymn:                   “While Shepherds Watched their Flocks”           Hymn 203 
 
*Benediction  
 
Postlude                                              Marissa Bruno                                   
 

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE: 
“And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and 

everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.’” 
Numbers 21:8 

Welcome New Members: 
Today we welcome the following people into the membership at Graystone Church at 

the 11:00 a.m. Service: 
 

Matt Painter 
John and Jill Thiessen 

Sandy Townsend 
Bill and Molly Woods 

 

We are very blessed for the Lord to add to our family.   

Remember Your Joy 
Fall/Advent Study Groups and Sermon Series 

The study has been going well.  We still have books available in the church office for 
those who still need one.  (Suggested donation = $5.00)   
 

My Advent Study Experience: Jeannette Frank 
“This study has been a help to me, keeping me on a daily schedule of 
reading my Bible during the busyness of the Christmas season.  I have 
enjoyed reading again the familiar Old Testament stories and seeing 
new meanings I had not considered before and then comparing New 
Testament passages that reference the earlier stories.”    



Following Jesus, 
Welcoming People. 

 
December 11, 2022         8:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

“Remember Your 
Joy: 

Lifted Up For Our  

Salvation ”      
Numbers 21; John 3:13-17 

ARE YOU RECEIVING OUR WEEKLY EMAILS?  If not, please sign up in the back 
of the sanctuary or in the Welcome Center by giving us your email address.   Feel 
free to update your email address as well.   
 

Graystone Deacon of the Week 
Each week, a Graystone Deacon will be assigned to be the point person for con-
gregation care.  The contact information for the deacon of the week will be in-
cluded in the weekly email, worship service bulletins and onscreen during ser-

vices.  Please reach out to the deacon of the week with any needs and we will be 
happy to assist! 

Leave a message for our Deacon of the Week at 724-471-6021. 

 CALENDAR 
 
 
Happening today 
Nursery is open during both worship services  for children under 5 

 8:30 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary  
 9:45 a.m. Coffee Fellowship  Time—Welcome Center 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
 11:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
 6:00 p.m. Stone PM 
 
Happening this week 
Monday, December 12 
 6:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
Tuesday, December 13 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. Youth Ministry Team  
 7:00 p.m. Facilities Team  
Wednesday, December 14 
 11:30 a.m. Retired Men’s Lunch—Hoss’s 
 6:30 p.m.  Prayer Group 
 7:30 p.m. Angel Tree Wrapping 
Thursday, December 15 
 9:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Ladies Bible Study 
 1:00 p.m. Library Team 
 6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Friday, December 16—Office Closed  
Saturday, December 17  
 10:00 a.m. Angel Tree Pick Up Gathering 
Sunday, December 17 
 8:30 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary  
 9:45 a.m. Coffee Fellowship  Time—Welcome Center 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
 11:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
 6:00 p.m. Stone PM 

 

LOOKING AHEAD:  Scarlet Cord—Joshua 2:1-24 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME - We are pleased to have you join us today.   If you would like to meet with 
one of our pastors please call the church office (724-349-5556) or email Pastor Rob 
(rsparr@graystonepc.org) or Pastor Joe (jstroup@graystonepc.org) to set up an ap-
pointment.   
 

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS are given in love and in memory of our amazing parents and 
grandparents, Bernie and Barb McQuown by daughter Kathy and Greg, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.  
 

THE CHRISTMAS TREE AND GREENS in the sanctuary are presented to our Graystone 
family for the celebration of the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, in memory of Sara 
(Sadie) and Frances Smith, by the Smith family;  David,  Payton, Alanna, Quinn, 
Raeleigh and Shae.  A very special thank you for all those who helped with decorating.   
 

WEDNESDAY EVENING TIME OF PRAYER (6:30PM in the Library) Please join us.  If you 
are burdened or need some hope, this time is a great place to start.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
• RETIRED MEN’S MINISTRY LUNCH will be the 2nd Wednesday in December 

(December 14) at 11:45 am at Hoss’s (front room closest to the highway).    
• 4for4 is a Bible study with four women for four weeks. For the four weeks you 

will meet with three other women, share and listen to each other's testimony 
and dive into God's Word together! The last day to sign up for this event is De-
cember 18  

SIGN UP FOR ANY OR ALL OF THESE EVENTS IN THE WELCOME CENTER OR CALL 
THE CHURCH OFFICE AT 724-349-5556. 

 

CARDS FOR GRAYSTONE SHUT-INS:  We have a wonderful opportunity to reach out and 
care for our Graystone Shut-ins.  We have Christmas cards available for you to sign for 
our shut-ins.  (Today and Next Sunday) It would be wonderful to see the cards filled 
with signatures from their Graystone family.  
 

SEANOR LIBRARY—Remember to check out the library displays for Christmas books and 
videos for all ages. 
 

2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES:  In order to keep costs down, we have decided we will not 
be using offering envelopes as we have in the past.  We will track member giving by the 
check name or if you give cash make sure make sure your name is written on the enve-
lope.  If you still wish to use envelopes contact the church office and we will create 
some for you.   
 

YOUTH EPIC RETREAT - The EPiC Retreat will be Jan 27-29, 2023 at the Ligonier Camp 
and Conference Center.  Registration is open online at www.graystoneyouth.org. Cost 
will be $120, but money will never keep a student from joining us so reach out for schol-
arship information from Pastor Joe. It’s an amazing weekend you’ll want your 6th – 12th 
grader to join. 
 

MISSION FOCUS AND EVENTS:  LOCAL MISSION PARTNERS 
Below is a list of local mission organizations we support.  As 2022 comes to a close, we 
want to invite you to consider how you can be involved in one of these ministries in 
2023 by taking inventory of your gifts and service passions, learning more about the 
ministries, and as the Lord prompts, getting in touch with one or two of them to see 
how you can be involved in 2023!  Any questions?  Contact Heather Ashe: 
heatherashe@gmail.com / 617-233-2910. 

FINANCIAL REPORT (As of November 30, 2022)  
 Contributions:    $564,026.37 
 Net Expenses:               - $(613,744.01)  

      $  (49,717.64)     

    4th Quarter Mission support was disbursed in October.   

• Celebrate Life 
• Chevy Chase Community Center 
• Child Evangelism Fellowship 
• CCO-IUP 
• Family Promise 
• Life-Way Pregnancy Center 

• Saint Andrews Village 
• Salvation Army 
• WMUG Radio 
• Yokefellowship Prison Ministries 
• Young Life 

mailto:heatherashe@gmail.com

