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They are young men, mostly late
teens to mid twenties...

View this email in your browser

On most days up to a dozen would spend hours sitting next to the drainage
ditch in front of my house, opining loudly about the many things they were
sure about.  

Up to 500,000 young people annually enter Mozambique’s job market, but the
Mozambican economy has created only 18,200 jobs a year during the past 2
decades.  Those who fail to secure formal employment try to survive in the
informal sector: subsistence farming, day labor, fishing, and selling whatever
they can (farm produce, cheap household goods, second-hand clothes) to the
few who can afford to buy.  Or, like the men in front of my house, they simply
hang out all day with their friends, most of whom are also unemployed
(Most young women don't have this option, having children to care for, crops
to cultivate and water to carry). 

A couple of months ago I returned from a trip and found the drainage ditch
strangely empty.  The next day I was met on my morning run by a steady
stream of men carrying hoes, shovels and buckets, walking north from
Mandimba (the nearest city), towards my village.  They exited the main road
about a mile from my house and headed down a trail that I avoid during the
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rainy season because it becomes overgrown with vegetation.  The path had
been slashed clear and the simple log we used to cross the creek had been
replaced by something that resembled a bridge. 

Welcome to the great Mandimba Ruby Rush of 2021.

Rubies were discovered 12 years ago in Cabo Delgado (the province next to
us).  Today the region produces 40% of the world’s supply.   But the local
population hasn’t benefited from the windfall, and this failure is cited as one of
the factors fueling the Islamic insurgency in that province.  

Not that this discouraged the hundreds of mostly young men with Ruby Fever
who flocked to the hill outside Mandimba where a reddish rock had been
discovered.  Why should they be when the next turn of a shovel could mean a
life-altering find?  Almost overnight the once lush landscape resembled a
moonscape. 

Several weeks later the lucky few who found rubies (purchased at basement
prices by out-of-town gem dealers) were still searching.  I suppose the rest
returned to whatever they were doing before, except for one man who died
when the hole he was digging collapsed. 
 
Meanwhile, the guys are back at the drainage ditch, although less often and
fewer in number.   I guess some are still recovering from Ruby Fever. 

i
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Niassa Team News

IMPPC has reopened (IMPPC is the Portuguese acronym for the Secondary
Polytechnic and Professional Institute of Chicolone) after 3 very challenging
years.  We currently have 9 students, and are working out a contract with the
city of Mandimba to train 30 of their employees at our "satellite campus" (a
rented conference hall in town).  Many of you have contributed financially to
support our teachers, as well as offering expertise and and logistical support.  
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IMPPC has a small (about 6 hectares/15 acres) farm.  We have completed
harvesting corn, soybeans and sweet potatoes and will start digging out
peanuts next week.  The goal of the farm is to generate income and help our
students and the surrounding community to learn improved farming methods.  
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Meanwhile, my teammates are helping to bring clean water to villages in
our area by drilling boreholes.  Each village is responsible for forming a
committee to manage the pump's use and collect money for ongoing repairs. 
Five pumps have already been completed and 5 more are planned for July.

Please pray:

Wisdom and encouragement for Bartolomeu (director) and his
wife Ema (administration) as they work to get the school
established.  Healing for Ema, who is in lot of pain due to an
infection in her jaw.
Blessing and protection for the students, teachers and staff
That God would use IMPPC to spread the light of the gospel to
the local community, district and province.  
That the villages who now have clean water would thirst for the
Living Water.

Thanks as always for your prayers and support!!!
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