
 

Discerning God’s Will (Adapted in part from John MacArthur’s Grace to You Ministries) 

• To be Saved 

o 1 Timothy 2:4, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  

o 2 Peter 3:9, The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing 

that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 

• To be Sanctified 

o Leviticus 11:44, For I am the LORD your God. You shall therefore consecrate yourselves, and you shall be holy; for I am holy. 

Neither shall you defile yourselves with any creeping thing that creeps on the earth. 

o 1 Thessalonians 5:23, Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body 

be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

• To be Spirit filled 

o Romans 8:14, For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  

o Galatians 5:25, If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

• To be Submissive 

o John 14:15, If you love Me, keep My commandments. 

o Romans 12:1-2, I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

• To be Satisfied 

o Ephesians 5:20, giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

o 1 Thessalonians 5:18, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  

• To be Suffering  

o Philippians 1:29, For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake.  

o 2 Timothy 3:12, Yes, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.  

• To be Saturated 

o Romans 14:8, For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are 

the Lord's.  

o Colossians 3:4, When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 

 

ü St. Augustine of Hippo (534-430 BC), “Love God with all you have and do what you want.” (Paraphrased) 

ü John MacArthur, “Loving God means having a desire to be in the center of His will in all aspects of life. When we are in that place, we can 

do whatever we want, it’s not a mystery, it’s His life in us.” (Paraphrased) 

ü Psalm 37:4, Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart. 

 


