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August 2021 FUMC IOP 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

We are writing you today for two specific reasons:  First to update each of you as to the financial and 

spiritual well-being of your Church home…and secondly, to ask for your prayers and your help. 

The last year and one-half have obviously been a time of unprecedented disruption in our lives.  The 

nature of events has made it very difficult for people to come together and address challenges as we 

ordinarily would.  Faith communities have been fractured and fragmented as never before.                

Many Churches have unfortunately closed permanently, plus most denominations have lost very 

significant segments of their membership.  Many people, even good Christians, are disoriented, often 

irritated, and sometimes even angry (often for reasons they themselves do not understand) 

Even our beloved IOP First Church currently has its own set of challenges.  Fortunately, ours are minor 

by comparison and given our strong parish history of perseverance and steadfast stewardship to Christ’s 

mission, should be easy for us to overcome... if we come together now as a Church Family. 

  “Blessed are those who endure when they are tested.  When they pass the test,                                               

   they will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him” 

        ----James 1:12---- 

Over the past several years, stewardship pledges have made up a smaller and smaller percentage of our 

Church’s budget.  This year less than half of our annual budget is supported by pledges.  As you would 

expect, discretionary giving is down substantially from prior years given the effects of the worldwide 

pandemic on weekly attendance.  In an attempt to counter this decline in giving, our outstanding Church 

Staff has reacted by reducing operating expenses by nearly $40,000 year to date.                                                                                     

HOWEVER, as attendance at weekly services and other activities has picked up, we cannot continue to 

rely strictly on Staff “belt tightening” to solve our budgetary issues.  Our Staff will suffer…our 

Ministries will suffer…and ultimately, we will suffer, as it will become increasingly difficult to fulfill our 

mission for Christ!   We have a Christian responsibility to support our local Church! 

Please pray over your personal financial support for our Church.  If you have pledged and are giving 

accordingly, GOD BLESS YOU!  If you are able, please consider increasing your support for the remainder 

of this year.  If you did not pledge, for whatever reason, please consider making a personal pledge of 

financial support to your Church for the remainder of this year.  These actions will enable your Church to 

continue our programing and mission support. 
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In only a few short months we will begin our Annual Stewardship Campaign for 2022.  The last thing we 

should want as a congregation is to enter planning for next year’s Christian mission in a financial hole 

from 2021.  NOW is the time for each of us to re-dedicate ourselves to sharing our financial gifts with 

our Lord and His mission through our home Church, both today and going forward into next year.                                                                                                       

One final note:  If you have been unable or reluctant to attend regular Sunday Service for health 

reasons…we completely understand and fully support your personal decision.  Regardless your 

pledge status, or in-person attendance, you can still participate in helping to meet our budget 

needs by giving online (instructions attached), having a gift dropped by the church office during 

the week, or simply mailing your gifts to the address indicated below. 

Whatever your personal situation…The Lord will surely guide you in the right direction…  

Remember…when we joined The Methodist Church, we all pledged to honor our Lord with:                

“Our Prayers, Our Presence, Our Gifts, Our Service, and Our Witness”                                                                  

No doubt, the pandemic has directly affected many of us in our ability to be present at worship, serve in 

a volunteer capacity at church and perhaps even our ability to witness directly with others.                                                                        

However, Our Lord does deserve our prayers and our gifts.  

Please join us in reverent prayer over our Church’s current and future financial needs...                                                                                                   

Let The Lord then guide your personal decisions. 

Thank you for your consideration...and for your personal support of our Church’s Christian Mission. 

 

May God Lead Your Path, 

 

Mr. Cal Lipscomb, Stewardship Chair   Mr. Murray Small, Church Council Chair 

 

Reverend Dr. Laura Parrish, Pastor 

Attachments: (2) 

1.  Online giving instructions 

2. Church mailing address      


