
First United Methodist Church
Twelve Twenty-First Avenue

Isle of Palms, SC 29451

www.iopmethodist.com

December 24, 2022
4:00 PM

Our mission is to discover, celebrate and share God’s love!

Ministers: The Congregation
Pastor: Laura Parrish

  

Welcome
We wish you a very Merry Christmas!

We are so glad you were able to join us today.
We hope you worship with us again soon!

Ushers
Karen and Chuck McCoy

Nursery
Children are always welcome in our services and a nursery is

 available for babies and toddlers downstairs.

Sunday Schedule
9:00 Blended worship, in the sanctuary

10:00 First Friends
10:10 Sunday School

11:00 Traditional worship, in the sanctuary

We will only have one service at 10:00 AM on December 25, 2022 and January 1, 2023 

The church office will be closed from December 26 - January 2 and will reopen 
Tuesday, January 3.



Order of Worship
Christmas Eve 

4:00 PM

PRELUDE MUSIC                              Mary Did You Know                                       Lowry & Greene

Call to Worship:
 On this holy night, we gather as many –
 As strangers and friends, as the faithful and the wondering,
 We gather as many and as one community.
 We come to seek the light, the hope, the Good News.
 On this holy night, we wait for God to come to us again.
 We will light these candles as a sign of our hope, for the light shines in the darkness, and the  
  darkness does not overwhelm it.
 Let us worship God who comes to us even now.

GATHERING AND GREETING

*SONG                                                         O Come, All Ye Faithful                                    Monk and Oakley
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, o come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;

Refrain
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord.

True God of true God, 
Light from Light eternal,
Lo, he shuns not the virgin’s womb;
Son of the Father, begotten, not created;
Refrain

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation;
O sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;
Refrain (continue on next page)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                 Joy to the World                                            Hymnal 246
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love!

*BENEDICTION
                              *Congregation standing

Please place candles in the outside collection bins after Joy to the World.

Special thanks to our praise band:
Eric Lavender, guitar

Pat Neeley, guitar
Aaron Causey, bass
Phil Mullins, drums



Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
Born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n.
Word of the Father,
Now in flesh appearing:
Refrain

*HYMN                                                         Advent Song                                                    TFWS 2090 v. 5

Light the Christmas candles, now:
Sing of donkey, sheep, and cow;
birthday candles for the King,
let the alleluias ring.

Refrain
Candle, candle, burning bright,
shining in the cold winter night;
candle, candle, burning bright,
fill our hearts with Christmas light.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES                                                                        Cooley Family
Unison Prayer: 

Gracious and Mighty King, we celebrate your goodness to us as we join the triumph and 
joy of Christmas. As your love has been revealed in all of its fullness, we pray that love may 
abound in our hearts during this special day. Grant us the spirit of Christ that we may live in 
the fullness of his likeness every day. In His name we pray. Amen. 

OFFERTORY                                                        Make Room                                             Maher and Hall

*DOXOLOGY                        Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                   Kristen Lesesne

Children are welcome to join Ms. Kristen up front for the Children’s Moment.

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen.

RECEIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
Communion will be taken to those unable to come to the altar; please speak to an usher.

 An offering may be left at the Communion Rail for the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.

SONGS DURING COMMUNION                                                  Christmas Carols from the keyboard          

*HYMN                                                                Silent Night                                                 Hymnal 239

As we sing, Silent Night we will process outside toward the Creche in the front of the church.

Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, 
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born!

Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love’s pure light;
Radiant beams from thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night, 
Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born!



PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON
    God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth: forgive our failure to receive him. 
    Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy.
    Jesus our Savior, you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: forgive our greed and rejection   
    of your ways. Christ, have mercy. 
 Christ, have mercy.
    Spirit of Love, your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: forgive the hardness of our 
    hearts. Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

  The Lord be with you.

            And also with you.

   Lift up your hearts.

            We lift them up to the Lord.

   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

             It is right to give our thanks and praise.

   The pastor gives thanks appropriate to the occasion and concludes:

And so, with your people on earth 
and all the company of heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

  
 The pastor continues the thanksgiving. The institution of the Lord’s Supper is recalled. 
   The pastor concludes:

   And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
   we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
   as a holy and living sacrifice,
   in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
   as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

            Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

   The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit and then praises the Trinity, concluding:
   All honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

             Amen. 

*HYMN                                             Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                         Hymnal 240

 Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King:
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with th’angelic hosts proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Refrain
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King”

Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of the Virgin’s womb:
veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail th’incarnate Deity,
pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel. [Refrain]

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth. [Refrain]

READING OF GOD’S WORD                    Isaiah 52:7-10
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of a messenger who proclaims peace, who brings 
good news, who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God rules!” Listen! Your lookouts lift 
their voice; they sing out together! Right before their eyes they see the Lord returning to Zion. Break 
into song together, you ruins of Jerusalem! The Lord has comforted his people and has 
redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm in view of all the nations; all the ends of the 
earth have seen our God’s victory.

SERMON                                               The Greatest Announcement                                     Pastor Laura


