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Our mission is to discover, celebrate, and share God’s love!

Ministers: The Congregation
Pastor: Laura Parrish

WELCOME
First Church wishes you a very Merry Christmas!

We are so glad you were able to join us today.
We hope you worship with us again soon.

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
8:30 Traditional worship, outside

9:30 Island Praise worship, in the fellowship hall
11:00 Traditional worship, in the sanctuary

*December 27, at 10:00 am, we will have only one service, 
that will be held outside, weather permitting.



Order of Worship

Christmas Eve Services

PRELUDE (6:00 and 9:00)                                              string quartet 

GATHERING AND GREETING

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN                                   O Come, All Ye Faithful                                                   ADESTE FIDELIS
Verse 1
O come all ye faithful
Joyful and triumphant
O come ye O come ye to Bethlehem
Come and behold Him
Born the King of angels
Chorus
O come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him
Christ the Lord
Verse 2
True God of true God
Light of light eternal
Lo He shuns not the virgin’s womb
Son of the Father
Begotten not created
Verse 3
Sing choirs of angels
Sing in exultation
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above
Glory to God, all
Glory in the highest
Verse 4
Yea Lord we greet Thee
Born this happy morning
Jesus to Thee be glory given
Word of the Father
Now in flesh appearing

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

*HYMN                                                                           Joy to the World      
Verse 1
Joy to the world! The Lord is come
Let earth receive her King
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing
And heav’n and nature sing
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing
Verse 2
Joy to the world! The Savior reigns
Let all their songs employ
While fields and floods
Rocks hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat repeat the sounding joy
Verse 4
He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love
And wonders wonders of His love

*BENEDICTION
                                  *Congregation standing

Please place candles in the outside collection bins after Joy to the World.

Thank you to

Kayleen Sánchez and her ukulele (2:00)

Our Praise Band (4:00)

String Quartet (6:00 and 9:00)
Christian Zamora, violin

Karel Abo, violin
Jan-Marie Joyce, viola

Adam Beall, cello



*CALL TO WORSHIP
Christ is born; give Him glory!

 Christ has come down from heaven; receive Him!
 Christ is now on earth; exalt Him!

O you earth, sing to the Lord!
 O you nations, praise Him in joy, for He has been glorified!

OPENING PRAYER

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLES          
Unison Prayer: 
Gracious and Mighty King, we celebrate your goodness to us as we join the triumph and joy of Christ-
mas. As your love has been revealed in all of its fullness, we pray that love may abound in our hearts 
during this special day. Grant us the spirit of Christ that we may live in the fullness of his 
likeness every day. In His name we pray. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                     Kristen Lesesne
Children are welcome to join Ms. Kristen up front for the Children’s Moment. (2:00, 4:00, 6:00)

*READING OF GOD’S WORD                                Luke 2:1-20
In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the empire should be enrolled in the 
tax lists. This first enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed Syria. Everyone went to their own 
cities to be enrolled. Since Joseph belonged to David’s house and family line, he went up from the city 
of Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, called Bethlehem, in Judea. He went to be enrolled together with 
Mary, who was promised to him in marriage and who was pregnant. While they were there, the time 
came for Mary to have her baby. She gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the guest room.
Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. The Lord’s angel stood before 
them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified.
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news for all peo-
ple. Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. This is a sign for you: you will find 
a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great assembly of the heavenly 
forces was with the angel praising God. They said, “Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom he favors.”
When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go right now to Bethle-
hem and see what’s happened. Let’s confirm what the Lord has revealed to us.” They went quickly and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. When they saw this, they reported what 
they had been told about this child. Everyone who heard it was amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. Mary committed these things to memory and considered them carefully. The shepherds re-
turned home, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. Everything happened just 
as they had been told.

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the pow-
er, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

RECEIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

*RECESSIONAL HYMN      Silent Night                                                                 Gruber/Mohr
As we sing, we will light candles and process outside toward the Crèche. We will receive communion outside.

Verse 1
Silent night holy night
All is calm all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and Child
Holy Infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace
Sleep in heavenly peace
Verse 2
Silent night holy night
Shepherds quake at the sight
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heav’nly hosts sing alleluia
Christ the Savior is born
Christ the Savior is born
Verse 3
Silent night holy night
Son of God love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace
Jesus Lord at Thy birth
Jesus Lord at Thy birth
Verse 4
Silent night holy night
Wondrous star lend thy light
With the angels let us sing
Alleluia to our King
Christ the Savior is born
Christ the Savior is born

*COMMUNION AT THE CRÈCHE



SERMON                                                            “The Blessing of Christmas”                                                        Pastor Laura

*HYMN                                                             Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                       Mendelssohn/Wesley
Verse 1
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled
Joyful all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With th’angelic hosts proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King
Verse 2
Christ by highest heav’n adored
Christ the everlasting Lord
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of the Virgin’s womb
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see
Hail th’incarnate Deity
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell
Jesus our Emmanuel
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King
Verse 3
Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace
Hail the Sun of Righteousness
Light and life to all He brings
Ris’n with healing in His wings
Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise us from the earth
Born to give us second birth
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON
God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth: forgive our failure to receive him. Lord, have mercy.
 Lord, have mercy.
Jesus our Savior, you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
Christ, have mercy.
 Christ, have mercy.
Spirit of Love, your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: forgive the hardness of our hearts. 
Lord, have mercy.

 Lord, have mercy. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

  The Lord be with you.

               And also with you.

   Lift up your hearts.

               We lift them up to the Lord.

   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

               It is right to give our thanks and praise.

   The pastor gives thanks appropriate to the occasion and concludes:

   And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending 
   hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The pastor continues the thanksgiving. The institution of the Lord’s Supper is recalled. 
   The pastor concludes:

   And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
   we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice,
   in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again!

The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit and then praises the Trinity, concluding:

   All honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

Amen, amen, amen.


