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Our mission is to discover, celebrate, and 
share God’s love!
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December 20, 2020

                          Contribution Options
Please go to our church web site or scan the QR code to give 
online with credit or debit card. You can give one time or on a 
recurring basis.
To text your gift, in the To: field, type in 73256. In the body 
of the text type in FUMCIOP. Standard text messaging rates 
may apply. A response text will send you the link to complete 
your gift.

Our Gifts as of December 13
Required Each Week: $13,512.33
Required YTD: $675,616.50
Received YTD: $591,038.51

Sunday, December 20
   8:30     Traditional Worship 
   9:30     Island Praise Worship 
 11:00     Traditional Worship

Monday, December 21
    9:30     Line Dancing
 10:30     Devotional Beach Walk

Thursday, December 24
         Christmas Eve
 Church office closed until January 4
  2:00 Service, outside
  4:00 Praise Service, sanctuary
  6:00 Traditional Service, sanctuary    
  9:00 Traditional Service, sanctuary

Sunday, December 27
10:00  One service only today, 
           No online service

THis Week at First Church

Visit our church calendar at
https://iopmethodist.com/connect-with-first-church/church-calendar

Our Shepherd of the Week is Cindy Carpenter.

Today's Advent Readers 
       8:30       Paula Mullen
      9:30       Beall Family
  11:00       Joe Houdek

Island Praise Worship 9:30 
                                                 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
Prelude                                              Sanctuary                         Thompson/Scruggs
      

If you are wearing a mask and socially distant, please join us in song.

Welcome and News of the Church                                                 Christine Lites

Opening Song                God Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen          Traditional Carol                      
  

Lighting of the Advent Candles                                               
Unison Prayer: Father, we thank you for revealing yourself through Je-
sus, and we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share 
your peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
his name we pray. Amen.    

                                               
Prayers of the People                                                                            Christine Lites

THe Lord's Prayer 

*THe Affirmation of Faith    The Apostles' Creed

Children's Moment                       Kristen Lesesne
Children are welcome to join Ms. Kristen up front for the Children's Moment.

                    
Song of Preparation        O Little Town of Bethlehem                Redner/Brooks                                       

                                  
*Reading of God’s Word              Luke 1:26-38 
When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a city in Galilee, to a virgin who was engaged to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David’s house. The virgin’s name was Mary. When the 
angel came to her, he said, “Rejoice, favored one! The Lord is with you!” She 
was confused by these words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 
be. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is honoring you. Look! You 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be 
great and he will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 
him the throne of David his father. He will rule over Jacob’s house forever, 
and there will be no end to his kingdom.” Then Mary said to the angel, “How 
will this happen since I haven’t had sexual relations with a man?” The angel 
replied, “The Holy Spirit will come over you and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. Therefore, the one who is to be born will be holy. He 
will be called God’s Son. Look, even in her old age, your relative Elizabeth has 
conceived a son. This woman who was labeled ‘unable to conceive’ is now six 
months pregnant. Nothing is impossible for God.” Then Mary said, “I am the 
Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you have said.” Then the angel left her.
     
                Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
             All: THanks be to God!

Sermon                                       "The Favor of God"                              Pastor Laura

*Benediction

*Sending Forth (Offering) Angels We Have Heard On High                 GLORIA

Please give online, or drop off your offering in the baskets as you leave.             

*Asterisks in the bulletin indicate standing as you are able.

Our Commitment in Action December 13
                                         Traditional    8:30     53                           
                                         Island Praise    9:30     42                   
                                         Traditional       11:00   38      
    Evensong                          9                   
    Total in Worship         142     

Church Information
If you would like to receive our weekly e-blast, 
please e-mail us at hello@iopmethodist.com

Please social distance and wear your mask while on the church grounds.
If you would like to speak with a staff member, 

please e-mail or call the church office.

Prayer Requests
Those dealing with cancer: Bonnie Campbell, Bob Coffman, 

Dave Hempfield, Christine Lites, and Wendy Weaver.
 Those serving in the military: Lenny Branch, Jr., Rev. Jason Everson, 

Katy Forsyth, Sophie and Nick Kuzjak
Military serving overseas: Andy Neipp

Our first responders: Kyle Hause, Karl Morris, and Hoyt Rowell
If you would like to add a church member's name to our Prayer List,

 with their permission, please e-mail hello@iopmethodist.com



Verse 3
How silently how silently
THe wondrous gift is given
So God imparts to human hearts
THe blessings of His heaven
No ear may hear His coming
But in this world of sin
Where meek souls will receive Him still
THe dear Christ enters in
Verse 5
O holy Child of Bethlehem
Descend to us we pray
Cast out our sin and enter in
Be born in us today
We hear the Christmas angels
THe great glad tidings tell
O come to us abide with us
Our Lord Emmanuel

*Reading of God’s Word              Luke 1:26-38
When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a city in Galilee, to a virgin who was engaged to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David’s house. The virgin’s name was Mary. When the 
angel came to her, he said, “Rejoice, favored one! The Lord is with you!” She 
was confused by these words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 
be. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is honoring you. Look! You 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be 
great and he will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 
him the throne of David his father. He will rule over Jacob’s house forever, 
and there will be no end to his kingdom.” Then Mary said to the angel, “How 
will this happen since I haven’t had sexual relations with a man?” The angel 
replied, “The Holy Spirit will come over you and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. Therefore, the one who is to be born will be holy. He 
will be called God’s Son. Look, even in her old age, your relative Elizabeth has 
conceived a son. This woman who was labeled ‘unable to conceive’ is now six 
months pregnant. Nothing is impossible for God.” Then Mary said, “I am the 
Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you have said.” Then the angel left her.
     
                Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
             All: THanks be to God!

Sermon                                       "The Favor of God"                             Pastor Laura

*THe Affirmation of Faith    The Apostles' Creed

*Benediction 

*Sending Forth (Offering)  God Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen   Traditional Carol
Verse 1
God rest ye merry gentlemen
Let nothing you dismay
Remember Christ our Saviour
Was born on Christmas Day
To save us all from Satan's pow'r
When we were gone astray
Chorus
O tidings of comfort and joy
Comfort and joy
O tidings of comfort and joy                                                    (con't)

Name tags
In order to expedite check in, please wear your church name tag. Thank you.

Adult Sunday School
If you would like to join in a Zoom adult Sunday School class, please contact 
Laurie Pounds lauriepounds1@gmail.com or 704-650-1953.

Traditional Worship 8:30 and 11:00
 Fourth Sunday of Advent                                          

Prelude 

If you are wearing a mask and socially distant, please join us in song. 
                                       

Welcome and News of the Church               Pastor Laura            

Hymn                              Angels from the Realms of Glory    Smart/Montgomery
Verse 1
Angels from the realms of glory
Wing your flight o'er all the earth
Ye who sang creation's story
Now proclaim Messiah's birth
Chorus
Come and worship come and worship
Worship Christ the newborn King
Verse 2
Shepherds in the field abiding
Watching o'er your flocks by night
God with us is now residing
Yonder shines the infant light
Verse 3
Sages leave your contemplations
Brighter visions beam afar
Seek the great Desire of nations
Ye have seen His natal star
Verse 4
Saints before the altar bending
Watching long in hope and fear
Suddenly the Lord descending
In His temple shall appear

                          
Lighting of the Advent Candles

Unison Prayer: Father, we thank you for revealing yourself through 
Jesus, and we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share 
your peace with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In 
his name we pray. Amen. 
                          

Prayers of the People

THe Lord's Prayer 

Children's Moment                       Kristen Lesesne

Hymn                                 O Little Town of Bethlehem                 Redner/Brooks
Verse 1
O little town of Bethlehem
How still we see thee lie
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
THe silent stars go by
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
THe everlasting Light
THe hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight
Verse 2
For Christ is born of Mary
And gathered all above
While mortals sleep
THe angels keep their watch of wondering love
O morning stars together
Proclaim the holy birth
And praises sing to God the King
And peace to men on earth                                                               (con't)

Youth
Enjoy your Christmas break! 2021 Youth group will meet January 10 from 
5:30 - 7:00 for an ice cream sundae night.

Church Groups
If your group would like to start meeting at the church, please contact Kristen 
Lesesne to schedule a training on our Covid-19 cleaning procedures.

Christmas Eve
2:00 Outside worship in the Prayer Garden

 (no reservation needed, please bring a chair)
4:00 worship with the Praise Band in the sanctuary

6:00 worship with the String Quartet in the sanctuary
9:00 worship with the String Quartet in the sanctuary

Please RSVP for the service you would like to attend using Signup Genius 
which is on the church website. If your plans change, please adjust your 
reservation.

Moms Group
Our Moms Group will resume in January on Wednesday mornings at 9:00. If 
you are interested in participating, please contact Mamon Raber or 
Kristen Lesesne.

Evensong
Evensong worship on Wednesdays at 5:30 in the sanctuary (Healing services on 
the first Wednesdays of the month and services of Holy Communion the other 
weeks). Services will resume on January 27, 2021.

December 27, we will have one service outside at 10:00 am.

Verse 2
In Bethlehem in Israel
THis blessed Babe was born
And laid within a manger
Upon this blessed morn
To which His mother Mary
Did nothing take in scorn
Verse 3
From God our heavenly Father
A blessed angel came
And unto certain shepherds
Brought tidings of the same
How that in Bethlehem was born
THe Son of God by name
Verse 4
Fear not then said the angel
Let nothing you affright
THis day is born a Saviour
Of a pure virgin bright
To free all those who trust in Him
From Satan's pow'r and might

Please give online or drop off your offering in the baskets as you leave. 

*Asterisks in the bulletin indicate standing as you are able.

Children’s Wiggle Bags 
Please feel free to use a disposable Wiggle Bags. Please return the clipboard to 
the USED crate to be cleaned for next week’s service.


