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                          Contribution Options
Please go to our church web site or scan the QR code to give 
online with credit or debit card. You can give one time or on a 
recurring basis.
To text your gift, in the To: field, type in 73256. In the body 
of the text type in FUMCIOP. Standard text messaging rates 
may apply. A response text will send you the link to complete 
your gift.

Our Gifts as of November 22
Required Each Week: $13,512.33
Required YTD: $635,079.51
(We are in a modified spending freeze)
Received YTD: $552,435.29

Sunday, November 29
   8:30 am        Traditional Worship 
   9:30 am        Island Praise Worship 
 11:00 am        Traditional Worship
     noon           Youth

Monday, November 30
    9:30 am        Line Dancing
 10:30 am      Devotional Beach Walk

Tuesday, December 1
   7:00 pm  Girls Bible Study

Wednesday, December 2
    9:00 am   Moms Group
    4:00 pm   Kids Choir
    4:30 pm   Praise Band
    5:30 pm  Healing Service (Evensong) 
    6:15 pm   Handbells
    7:00 pm   Small Ensemble                      

THis Week at First Church

Visit our church calendar at
https://iopmethodist.com/connect-with-first-church/church-calendar

Our Shepherd of the Week is Mary Webb.

Today's Advent Readers 
8:30 Lynne and Cal McCombs

9:30 The Deaton family
11:00 The McConnell family

Island Praise Worship 9:30 
                                                  First Sunday of Advent 
 
Prelude                                              Sanctuary    
      

If you are wearing a mask and socially distant, please join us in song.

Welcome and News of the Church                                                 Christine Lites

Opening Song             Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus   Wesley and Prichard

Lighting of the Advent Candles                                               
Unison Prayer: Father, during this Advent season may we be reminded 
of your promises to us and your fulfillment of them. Help us to pre-
pare our lives for His advent within us. In the precious name of Jesus 
we pray. Amen.                

                                               
Prayers of the People                                                                            Christine Lites

THe Lord's Prayer 

*THe Affirmation of Faith    The Apostles' Creed

Children's Moment                       Kristen Lesesne
Children are welcome to join Ms. Kristen up front for the Children's Moment.

                    
Music                                 Glory (Let There Be Peace)                                  Maher                       
             
*Reading of God’s Word          Mark 13:24-37 
“In those days, after the suffering of that time, the sun will become dark, 
and the moon won’t give its light. The stars will fall from the sky, and the 
planets and other heavenly bodies will be shaken. Then they will see the 
Human One coming in the clouds with great power and splendor. Then he 
will send the angels and gather together his chosen people from the four 
corners of the earth, from the end of the earth to the end of heaven.“Learn 
this parable from the fig tree. After its branch becomes tender and it sprouts 
new leaves, you know that summer is near. In the same way, when you see 
these things happening, you know that he’s near, at the door.  I assure you 
that this generation won’t pass away until all these things happen. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will certainly not pass away. “But nobody 
knows when that day or hour will come, not the angels in heaven and not 
the Son. Only the Father knows. Watch out! Stay alert! You don’t know when 
the time is coming. It is as if someone took a trip, left the household behind, 
and put the servants in charge, giving each one a job to do, and told the 
doorkeeper to stay alert. Therefore, stay alert! You don’t know when the head 
of the household will come,whether in the evening or at midnight, or when 
the rooster crows in the early morning or at daybreak. Don’t let him show up 
when you weren’t expecting and find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to 
all: Stay alert!”  
           

        Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
           All: THanks be to God!

Sermon                                 "Working While We Wait"                       Pastor Laura

*Benediction

*Sending Forth (Offering)          Jesus, Messiah                                           Tomlin

Please give online, or drop off your offering in the baskets as you leave.             

*Asterisks in the bulletin indicate standing as you are able.

Our Commitment in Action November 22
                                         Traditional    8:30       55                        
                                         Island Praise    9:30       28                  
                                         Traditional       11:00     22       
    Online                            109
    Total in Worship           214         

Church Information
If you would like to receive our weekly e-blast, 
please e-mail us at hello@iopmethodist.com

Please social distance and wear your mask while in the church building.
If you would like to speak with a staff member, 

please e-mail or call the church office.



Advent Devotional
This year, we would like to offer an Advent devotional for anyone who would 
like one. You may pick yours up from the narthex or in the church office.

*Reading of God’s Word          Mark 13:24-37 
“In those days, after the suffering of that time, the sun will become dark, 
and the moon won’t give its light. The stars will fall from the sky, and the 
planets and other heavenly bodies will be shaken. Then they will see the 
Human One coming in the clouds with great power and splendor. Then he 
will send the angels and gather together his chosen people from the four 
corners of the earth, from the end of the earth to the end of heaven.“Learn 
this parable from the fig tree. After its branch becomes tender and it sprouts 
new leaves, you know that summer is near. In the same way, when you see 
these things happening, you know that he’s near, at the door.  I assure you 
that this generation won’t pass away until all these things happen. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will certainly not pass away. “But nobody 
knows when that day or hour will come, not the angels in heaven and not 
the Son. Only the Father knows. Watch out! Stay alert! You don’t know when 
the time is coming. It is as if someone took a trip, left the household behind, 
and put the servants in charge, giving each one a job to do, and told the 
doorkeeper to stay alert. Therefore, stay alert! You don’t know when the head 
of the household will come,whether in the evening or at midnight, or when 
the rooster crows in the early morning or at daybreak. Don’t let him show up 
when you weren’t expecting and find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to 
all: Stay alert!”  
     

                Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
             All: THanks be to God!

Sermon                                "Working While We Wait"                       Pastor Laura

*THe Affirmation of Faith    The Apostles' Creed

*Benediction 
*Sending Forth (Offering)     What Child Is This?                                             Dix

Verse 1
What Child is this who laid to rest
On Mary's lap is sleeping
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping
THis this is Christ the King
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing
Haste haste to bring Him laud
THe Babe the Son of Mary
Verse 2
Why lies He in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding
Good Christian fear for sinners here
THe silent Word is pleading
Nails spear shall pierce Him through
THe cross be borne for me for you
Hail hail the Word made flesh
THe Babe the Son of Mary
Verse 3
So bring Him incense gold and myrrh
Come peasant king to own Him
THe King of kings salvation brings
Let loving hearts enthrone Him
Raise raise the song on high
THe Virgin sings her lullaby
Joy joy for Christ is born
THe Babe the Son of Mary

Please give online or drop off your offering in the baskets as you leave. 

 *Asterisks in the bulletin indicate standing as you are able.

Traditional Worship 8:30 and 11:00
 First Sunday of Advent                                          

Prelude 
If you are wearing a mask and socially distant, please join us in song. 

                                       
Welcome and News of the Church               Pastor Laura            

Hymn                            Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus   Wesley and Prichard

Verse 1
Come THou long expected Jesus
Born to set THy people free
From our fears and sins release us
Let us find our rest in THee
Israel's strength and consolation
Hope of all the earth THou art
Dear desire of every nation
Joy of every longing heart

Verse 2
Born THy people to deliver
Born a child and yet a King
Born to reign in us forever
Now THy gracious Kingdom bring
By THine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone
By THine all sufficient merit
Raise us to THy glorious throne

  
Lighting of the Advent Candles

Unison Prayer: Father, during this Advent season may we be reminded 
of your promises to us and your fulfillment of them. Help us to prepare 
our lives for His advent within us. In the precious name of Jesus we pray. 
Amen.  
                           

Prayers of the People

THe Lord's Prayer 

Children's Moment                       Kristen Lesesne

Hymn                     I Want To Walk As A Child Of The Light             Thomerson
Verse 1
I want to walk as a child of the light
I want to follow Jesus
God set the stars to give light to the world
THe star of my life is Jesus
Chorus
In Him there is no darkness at all
THe night and the day are both alike
THe Lamb is the light of the city of God
Shine in my heart Lord Jesus
Verse 2
I want to see the brightness of God
I want to look at Jesus
Clear Sun of righteousness shine on my path
And show me the way to the Father
Verse 3
I'm looking for the coming of Christ
I want to follow Jesus
When we have run with patience the race
We shall know the joy of Jesus

Children’s Wiggle Bags 
Please feel free to use a disposable Wiggle Bags - at the end of service, please 
gather your used items, as well as any unused items, put them in your zip lock 
bag and take them home with you. Please return the clipboard to the USED 
crate to be cleaned for next week’s service.

Revolution 2021
We’ll be taking a group of Youth to Bethany UMC in Summerville for 
Revolution on Saturday, January 30, from 8:00 am-5:00 pm. The cost per 
attendee is only $25 and includes a Rev T-shirt. Parents are encouraged to join 
this inspiring and powerful event! Spots are limited because of COVID safety 
restrictions, so reserve yours with Jen Robertson by Wednesday, December 16. 
The Rev. Rachel Billups, a visionary leader, speaker, and author, will be the 
featured speaker. As always, Revolution will include a dynamic worship 
experience, this year led by praise teams from local churches in our area.
Find more information at http://scmyp.org/revolution/

Teen Girls Bible Study
Join us for our Teen Girl’s Bible study on Tuesday evenings, 7:00-8:00, at 
Zoe’s Kitchen in Mt. Pleasant Towne Center. Focusing on the incredible book 
“Looking for Lovely- Collecting the Moments that Matter,” we’ll discuss how 
ordinary people in the Bible sought beauty in their everyday lives to recognize 
God’s perfect timing. Let Jen know if you need a ride or help purchasing the 
book: jenrobertson@iopmethodist.com.

Church Groups
If your group would like to start meeting at the church, please contact Kristen 
Lesesne to schedule a training on our Covid-19 cleaning procedures.

Youth Group
All ages are invited to help the youth put up our church’s Nativity scene today at 
noon. Regular meeting time of 5:30-7:00 will resume next week for our Youth 
Christmas party, which will include making Chrismon ornaments to decorate 
the lovely magnolia tree on the front lawn.

Advent
As we prepare to celebrate the coming of our Lord in the season of preparation 
known as Advent, we would like to invite you to join us for some additional 
times of worship and fellowship! 
In addition to our regular worship services each Sunday, we will be offering 
Advent Evensong services at 5:30 pm on December 2, 9, and 16. 
December 16, we will go caroling along 21st Ave at 6:00 pm. 
Our Christmas Eve worship services this year will be 2:00 pm (Outside), 
4:00 pm (Praise), 6:00 pm (Traditional), and 9:00 pm (Traditional) and we 
are asking that you use the sign up genius link to reserve your spot so we can 
maintain our safety protocol.
And then December 27, we will have one service outside at 10:00 am. 
As 2020 comes to an end, we hope that you’ll join us as we give thanks to God 
for the gift of Good News in Jesus we all so desperately need!

Moms Group
Calling all moms… Moms Group will be starting back Wednesday, December 
2, at 9 AM. We will be walking the beach on Wednesdays at 9 AM and having 
fellowship for the month of December. We will start a Bible study to discuss 
while walking in January. We will be Covid 19 friendly. You’re welcome to 
bring your kids in their strollers. Please text Mamon Raber at 843-412-0994 
each week if you are able to attend so that we will wait for you in the parking 
lot near the playground.

Poinsettia Order Forms
The order forms are in the narthex and in the church office. Orders are due 
Monday, December 7. Please use one form per flower order. You may use one 
check for multiple orders or pay online.


