
Our Re-Entry Team met this week and we'd like to update you with what to expect when we return to 
in-person worship:  
  

COVID PROTOCOL 

• We will have purchased and installed a high quality, livestream system in time for 
our September 12, 2021 in-person Homecoming for hybrid worship, meaning you can 
continue to worship from home or come to the church at 10:30 am on Sundays. 

• Masks are required to be worn by all persons during worship, except those speaking while at 
the front, at least a distance of 16 feet from the congregation, including, but not limited to 
liturgist, Director of Children and Youth Ministries and Pastor. Disinfectant wipes will be 
available to wipe the microphone between uses. We have “Love your Neighbor” UMC masks, 
disposable hospital masks and Wesley-made reusable rainbow masks for those who do not 
bring one. 

• Contact tracing and attendance will be accomplished via registration each week using 
Eventbrite and an individual assigned to record guests who have not registered. 

• Jugs of hand sanitizer are available in two places in the entryway and one more at the back 
of the sanctuary. 

• Tissue boxes, hymnals, pencils and other touchable items have been removed from the 
pews to avoid transmission of COVID.  

• During the temperate weather, all windows will be open and ceiling fans on to promote air 
circulation. 

• The pews have been marked with painters tape to indicate six foot social distancing and 
the ushers will guide worshipers to their seats reinforcing social distancing. Every other pew 
will be empty. Unused pews will be marked with scripture verses that promote distancing. 
People from the same household can sit together, allowing six feet to the next individual or 
group at the other end of the pew. 

• We will have a large, confidential offering box at the entry into which offerings may be 
placed. The Administrative Assistant will make offering envelopes available to those who 
contact the office. The plate will not be passed during the worship service by the ushers. 
There will be a cup of clean pens and a cup to deposit pens used to mark envelopes or checks. 

• On Communion Sundays a table will be placed in the entryway with individual servings of 
juice and wafer spread apart to avoid being touched by multiple hands. Paper bags will be 
taped to each pew for disposal of the cups following communion. 

• Vaccinated persons only will be invited to sing in the choir. The choir will be masked while 
singing. Rehearsals will be hybrid using Zoom and in-person. 

• There will be no congregational singing. 

• Sunday School will occur outdoors during temperate weather. Our Director of Children-
and-Youth Ministries is currently conducting a survey of parents and teachers to ascertain 



their comfort level with various aspects of Sunday School and is developing an outdoor 
curriculum. 

• The Children’s Time will happen during the service and children will be encouraged to 
remain with their families and use hand gestures and vocal participation from those seats. 

• We will not have childcare until children can be vaccinated. (We will need to hire two new 
staff when that time does come.) Children ARE welcome and may sit in worship with their 
parents. Activity packets will be available to help entertain them. 

• We are exploring online options for prayers such as Mentimeter where people could use their 
smartphones to send a prayer request or a word in response to a sermon prompt that would 
be displayed on the screen. Worshipers are always welcome to call or email their prayer 
requests. 

• There will be no coffee available until the pandemic has ceased. Worshipers are welcome to 
bring their own. 

• Water fountains have been turned off to avoid transmission of germs. The ushers will have 
small disposable bottles available. 

• We will be holding occasional fellowship opportunities outdoors following worship inviting 
worshipers to bring their own sack lunch and chair. 

• An alternative worship area will be available in the chapel for an individual who needs to 
leave the worship area.  

• While we will offer hybrid worship beginning September 12th, the church will remain 
locked during the week and individuals entering will be required to be masked, socially 
distanced and must sign in on the contact-tracing log. 

 

https://www.mentimeter.com/

