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Any musical selections and/or media elements used in our services are for illustrative purposes  
only and are not an endorsement of any artist, musical group, film, or television program. 

A copy of today’s sermon is available on CD at the Resource Center in the Multipurpose Room  
immediately following service.  Podcasts  are also available online at www.openbiblewaverly.com.

ROUTE 66: A JOURNEY THROUGH GOD’S WORD 
MINI SERIES: PENTATEUCH 
“EXODUS”

Will you jump in to God’s Word and take the journey with me? We are reading  
a book a week and asking God, “What do you want to say to your church?”. 

Beauty In the Law  
The children of Israel have left Egypt on their way to promised land. 
Two months in they hit Mt. Sinai.

Read the 10 Commandments—Exodus 20 (God sets the moral standard) 
  The law is clear!

Quick facts about the law:
•	 613	laws	in	Old	Testament 
•	 Laws	were	made	to	make	wrongdoings	a	legal	offense 
•	 Intended	to	reveal	moral	bankruptcy 
•	 First	given	at	Mt.	Sinai—Mosaic	law	was	here—but	there	were	laws	before	 
 (Genesis 2, marriage, murder, etc.…)

WHAT does the law do? 

1.	 Helps	restrain	us	from	sin	 
	 •		Have	you	ran	a	stop	sign	or	sped? 
 Are there valid excuses for breaking the law? It may sound valid to us but  
 not to the law. The law helps keep humanity from chaos and enforces restraint.

…through the law we become conscious of sin.  Romans 3:20
 That is…if we follow it. 

2. Convicts us
For the law was not intended for people who do what is right. It is for people who  
are lawless and rebellious, who are ungodly and sinful, who consider nothing sacred  
and defile what is holy.  1 Timothy 1:9–10

	 The	law	tells	us	we	are	guilty.	We	have	offended	God	with	our	sin.

What do we do with the law? (once we become aware of it)

1.	 Pretend	we	don’t	know—”I	had	no	idea.”	It’s	your	responsibility	 
 to know the law. 

2. We change the law so we can do what we want to do.  
“I am God, I do not change.”  Malachi 3:6
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday today and forever. Hebrews 13:8

3.	 Ignore	the	law	and	pretend	it	doesn’t	exist.

4.	 Excuse	the	law,	blaming	others.

5.	 Keep	the	law.	But,	there’s	a	PROBLEM: 
 No one is righteous, not even one. Romans 3:10 

For the person who keeps all of the laws except one is as guilty as a person who has 
broken all of God’s laws.  James 2:10

 God doesn’t see this on a tally sheet.

Commandments 1–4:	Laws	relating	from	us	to	God

Commandments 5–6: Man to man (social life, how to treat each other)

“Jesus replied, ‘The most important commandment is this: The Lord our God is  
the one and only Lord. And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart,  
all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength. The second is equally important:  
Love your neighbor as yourself. No other commandment is greater than these.’”

Mark 12:29–31 

We	can	barely	keep	these	two,	let	alone	all	613.	So	when	we	break	the	law,	 
we break the heart of God.  The law is perfect; it demands perfection.

Your laws are perfect.  Psalm 119:138
For the law never made anything perfect.  Hebrews 7:19

The law is perfect, but can’t make anything perfect.  
The perfect law can only be kept by someone who is perfect.  
When	Jesus	came	He	fulfilled	the	law.

We	have	broken	the	law;	it	points	its	finger	at	us. 
The beauty is, it points our guilt directly to grace. Have	you	experienced	 
His	grace?	This	message	isn’t	about	the	law	anymore—grace	sets	us	free!

If we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive our sins and  
to cleanse us from all wickedness.  1 John 1:9


