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"'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 
mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'" ~ Luke 
10:27 

As I have looked back on 2017, this scripture speaks 
about our year here at FaithWestwood.  The word 
LOVE in this scripture stands out, we have loved God 
with our hearts, our souls, our strength and our minds 
as a community each week.  I think the biggest impact 
that we have made this year is to our “Jerusalem,” our 
68137 zip code.  At FaithWestwood we have shared 
God’s love for each other as a congregation, to our 
Jerusalem community, and in our missional outreach 
programs.   FaithWestwood has sharing the love of 
Jesus.  In the pages that follow, you will see just how 
we shared it all year long.    
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Easter/ 
holy Week/ Lent

One of the most powerful ways we can see God’s love is through the 
sharing of our stories.  Each of us has one!  It’s the moments where your 
down and out and a stranger offers a smile.  It’s when a stranger stops 
to help you change a tire.  It’s when you stop to talk to someone that is 
homeless and just offer them a moment of practical help and love.  Our 
stories are the living breathing evidence of the power of God’s 
redemption!


During Lent, churches around Omaha came together with a common 
themed sermon series called “Love Can”.  Each week, Pastor Steve 
spoke about what Love Can do.  These sermons had a local testimony  
of God’s power to over come life’s challenges.  More than that, they 
shared the power of what love can do through a united community.


Holy Week this year, was filled with moments of love.  Good Friday 
brought  our students together to share Jesus’ moments leading to and 
on the cross.  In all, 32 students led by Polly Pierce, Student Ministry 
Director, shared their talents as readers, actors, musicians and 
vocalists.  


Easter Sunday, 954 people  came through the doors of FaithWestwood.  
First service, shared the musical talents of the Chancel Choir, a cello/
violin duet and the Bell Choir.  Second service, worship was led by the 
soulful ThreePointe Choir.  Each helping us to worship the Lord on that 
special day. 


That morning had a few unexpected moments, the most memorable 
being an evacuation due to a gas leak  Even though things didn’t go as 
planned the smiles, laughter, and joy that was shared while waiting in 
the parking lot that beautiful morning! An Easter many will always 
remember. 
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VBS Celebration
What has loud music, gears that move, confetti cannons,  
bubble maker, and lots of smiles? VBS Sunday of course!  


This years theme was The Maker Factory!  The kids had a great 
time learning about all the different ways that God loves them.  
Throughout the week we had 165 kids ranging in ages from Pre-
school to Fifth grade!   Our Fifth graders were our leaders during 
worship time, helping all those in attendance learn actions and 
songs.  


Among the fun were 100 adult and student volunteers who 
stepped up that week to ensure that the love of God was shared 
through stories, crafts, activities, games, and laughter.  


One of the most memorable moments of VBS Sunday, was the 
use of confetti cannons, at the end of the theme song.  Adults 
and kids a like couldn’t help smiling at the confetti, as it fell from 
the balcony of the worship center.  


VBS is a perfect example of how FaithWestwood shared our love 
this year.  During VBS the kids were shown just how much they 
are loved.  Many kids that were invited by friends, or came from 
the local community.  So much fun, so much love shown, and we 
can’t wait for VBS 2018!
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In 2017, FaithWestwood made a commitment to our community, our “Jerusalem”, the 
zip code of 68137.  This commitment motivated us to share the love of Jesus by 
inviting them to our community events.  On July 23rd we had our first “FunFeast” 
Bluegrass and BBQ!


Bluegrass and BBQ was filled with amazing food 
from “Country Roads BBQ.” The music was 
provided by “Bluegrass Playground”.  It was an 
afternoon filled with joy and laughter.  There were 
activates for young and old, including a duck 
pound, bouncy houses, and a photo booth.  


It was a wonderful day filled with love.  “FunFeast” 
was an open invitation to the community to join us so that we could shower them with 
love.  Our congregation stepped up by filling 123 volunteer spots;  from our prayer 
table, to the hospitality team, to the kid zone monitors, to the security team. 
FaithWestwood stepped up and made this an event not only one to remember, but one 
that will be repeated in years to come. With the continued love and dedication of the 
FaithWestwood’s congregation, it will grow into an event the whole community looks 
forward too.  
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A favorite event each year 
is when FaithWestwood 
leaves the walls of the 
church and spends a day 
in our community helping 
at different organizations 
on “Outside the Walls” 
Sunday.  


This year we were busy at many different locations.  Here at 
church we had teams working in the Faith Works Pantry, 
creating care-mats and even a team detailing cars for an 
organization called “Chariots 4 Hope”.  Just across the parking 
lot a team worked on cleaning up the outside of Central Middle 
School, as well as, painting new direction signs for drills. We 
also had a team at “Kid’s Against Hunger”, and a team sharing 
their musical talents with those who live at Walnut Grove 
Retirement Home.  


It was a big day of sharing love within our community.  One of 
the things that I love most about that Outside the Walls is 
getting to go to the different sites and take pictures.  Through 
the lens of a camera I get to capture all generations working 
side by side for a common good.  I get to see families working 
together with smiles and I get to see the results of their efforts.  
The pictures, although they tell the story of the day, they can’t 
share the feeling of seeing the hands and feet of God at work. 

So each year that is my 
blessing, to watch the 
deep, darling, daily 
disciples of 
FaithWestwood 
sharing their talents, 
and love for the 
community outside the 
walls.    
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Trunk or Treat
Trunk or Treat was an event that had hundreds of people flocking to the 
FaithWestwood parking lot.  We were blessed with everything from a 
fire truck, a kissing booth, Moana and her crew,  Finding Dory,  Little Bo 
Peep and her sheep,  playing golf with Moses, to our very own Omaha 
Police Officers coming and spending some time handing out stickers.  


Each year there is a contest for the best trunk.  This year’s winner was 
Moana!!  Congratulations!  Can’t wait to see what the team comes up 
with next year!  Below are pictures of all the trunks that were share that 
day!  If you missed trunk or treat 2017, you won’t want to miss it in 
2018!
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Christmas and Advent                                   
As we wrapped up 2017, many different events happened where we 
continued to share the love of Jesus with each other and with the community.

 

On December 10th, the C.I.K (Christmas Intelligence Kids) took over the stage! 
Almost 100 kids participated in the pageant this year.   They brought to us the 
story of Christmas, and how you don’t need a set or costumes to share the 
good-news of Jesus’ birth.  Along with a memorable show, the Sunday 
School kids started a clothing drive to be able to give to the community, just 
as the kids in the pageant were doing.  Through the generosity of the the 
congregation we were able to gather 350 lbs. of clothing that were donated to 
the Lydia House!  


On Christmas Eve, FaithWestwood had 3 beautiful worship experiences.  Our 
3pm service was an interactive family service, as adults and kids alike were 
raising signs and shouting out throughout the alphabet of Christmas.  At the 
5pm service we were brought into worship with beautiful special music by 
Elyse and Becky Dorn.  Each brought a special moment to light.  At the 8pm 
service we were led by our worship band, giving a contemporary worship 
experience to welcome our Lord and Savior.  Yet, at each service the most 
touching part, was hearing the congregation join together in singing “Silent 
Night” as the lights were dimmed and the candles were lit.  It’s always a 
precious moment and one that many of us look forward to each year.  


As we said goodbye to 2017, we were able to look back and see all the 
different ways that we shared love with each other and with our community.  It 
is a blessing to be able to look at all the ways the God has blessed our 
congregation, and helped us to see His love through each other.  May 2018 
be filled with more blessing then we can count, more love then we know what 
to do with, and more opportunities to show those who don’t know God, just 
how much He loves them.
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This Connections spotlight is on Polly 
Pierce.  I was lucky enough to snag a little bit of 
her time and ask some questions.  So here is 
some of the 411 on Polly Pierce.  


In May of 2016 FaithWestwood was blessed by a 
new Student Ministry Director.  Polly Pierce 
moved to Omaha and FaithWestwood from 
Jamestown, North Dakota.  Polly has been a part 
of FaithWestwood for about a year and half now. 


Polly has been a student ministry director since 
2011.  She started in Jamestown, North Dakota 
as a children and youth ministry director.  When 
she left Texas to take her first ministry job she 
had that moment where she realized that this is 
what it’s supposed to be like to enjoy your job.  
She knew she enjoyed working with students 
and kids.  It was through her time in Jamestown 
that she found her passion was working with 
youth.  This lead to Polly going back to school, it 
was the perfect time, and she knew exactly what 
she wanted to go to school for.


Over the years as a Student Ministry Director she 
has had many memorable moments.  In 
Jamestown, one memorable moment was during 
a confirmation retreat.  The students were 
blindfolded and they were led on a journey walk.  
They were led to a place where Polly had 
set up a cross lit up with candles.  They 
had the blindfolds taken off and then 
they prayed together.  It was a  
moment where Polly reflects that she 

both wanted to hold back tears and cheer at 
the same time.  Parents were a part of 

this retreat, and having them see this 
experience, was memorable as well.


At FaithWestwood Polly spoke about 
her favorite trip.  This trip was the 

summer of 2016 with the middle school 
students.  She reflects on how much fun 

they had.  How it was her first interaction 
with the middle school kids.  It was building 

the relationships that caused it to be such a most 
memorable time for her.


I asked Polly if she could give advice to a student 
what would her advice be.  Here is what she 
said: 

“Just get through middle school and high school.  
Those are hard years, and the real world is better.  
But if you haven’t done the work, faith journey 
wise, in middle school and high school, you will 
be lost in the real world.  You have more influence 
than you think you do, and your parents love you, 
even though some days it doesn’t feel like it. “  

Polly is very active at FaithWestwood, besides 
her dedication to Student Ministry, Polly is a part 
of the ThreePointe Choir, and serves communion 
whenever needed.  Polly supports worship 
especially when it involves students.  Good 
Friday service is one example of that.  Last year, 
the students led the Good Friday service with 
actors, readers, vocalists, and musicians.  It was 
a wonderful service.  


My last question for Polly was what her favorite 
scripture is and without hesitation, Polly said 
Psalm 73:26 : “My flesh and my heart may fail, 

but God is the strength of my heart  and 
my portion forever.”


  


SPOTLIGHT ON: 
Polly Pierce
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It	  is	  easy	  to	  think	  we	  are	  small.	  	  It	  is	  difficult	  to	  grasp	  we	  were	  precisely-‐shaped	  by	  His	  hand.	  	  It	  is	  
easy	  to	  believe	  we	  are	  insignificant.	  	  It	  is	  difficult	  to	  believe	  that	  we	  are	  loved	  just	  as	  we	  are.	  	  It	  is	  
easy	  to	  assume	  that	  we	  are	  common.	  	  It’s	  difficult	  to	  fathom	  that	  the	  universe	  was	  created	  
especially	  for	  us.	  	  It	  is	  easy	  to	  accept	  we	  are	  just	  another	  body	  among	  the	  crowd.	  It	  is	  difficult	  to	  
comprehend	  a	  life	  of	  purpose	  among	  all	  the	  noise.	  

Guilty.	  	  I	  am	  guilty.	  	  You	  are	  guilty.	  	  We	  are	  guilty	  of	  believing	  that	  the	  day	  to	  day	  does	  not	  maCer.	  	  
That	  life	  happens	  to	  other	  people.	  	  	  That	  special	  talents	  belong	  to	  celebriEes.	  	  That	  wealth	  and	  
fame	  are	  the	  true	  prize.	  	  I’m	  Ered	  of	  the	  chase;	  Ered	  of	  surrendering	  to	  these	  and	  other	  lies.	  	  Like	  
a	  whisper	  among	  all	  this	  noise,	  God	  uses	  the	  most	  unlikely	  to	  defy	  the	  lies.	  	  He	  places	  us	  in	  
uncomfortable	  situaEons,	  stretches	  our	  self-‐assigned	  abiliEes,	  and	  turns	  our	  expectaEons	  upside	  
down.	  	  What’s	  more,	  God	  does	  not	  reward	  with	  earthly-‐gains,	  but	  in	  the	  small	  voice	  urging	  us	  to	  
reach	  out	  with	  love.	  

If	  you	  have	  not	  heard	  it	  in	  a	  while,	  read	  and	  know	  that	  God	  wants	  to	  use	  you	  every	  moment	  of	  
every	  day	  of	  your	  life	  for	  love.	  	  If	  you	  feel	  like	  the	  day	  is	  passing	  you	  by;	  pray!	  	  Pray	  to	  see	  where	  
love	  is	  needed	  near	  or	  far	  away.	  	  	  If	  you	  feel	  like	  you	  do	  not	  have	  what	  it	  takes:	  strength,	  wisdom,	  
influence,	  Eme;	  pray!	  God	  uses	  the	  most	  unlikely	  to	  achieve	  some	  major	  wins.	  	  Abraham	  and	  
Sarah	  bore	  a	  son	  when	  old-‐age	  convinced	  them	  it	  was	  not	  possible.	  	  David,	  a	  mere	  child	  bested	  
the	  giant,	  Goliath.	  	  Saul,	  hell-‐bent	  on	  defeaEng	  ChrisEanity,	  became	  an	  apostle.	  	  

Take	  resolve	  in	  knowing	  that	  when	  you	  feel	  out	  of	  place,	  you	  might	  be	  in	  just	  the	  RIGHT	  place	  for	  
something	  big.	  	  The	  power	  of	  knowing	  that	  God	  has	  equipped	  you	  with	  ALL	  you	  need,	  can	  be	  
overwhelming.	  	  If	  there	  is	  anything	  worth	  passing	  on	  to	  the	  next	  generaEon,	  it	  is	  the	  wisdom	  of	  
knowing	  each	  person’s	  importance	  NOT	  to	  the	  world	  but	  to	  the	  Lord	  in	  heaven.	  	  We	  have	  a	  
responsibility	  to	  God	  and	  only	  God	  for	  our	  giWs.	  	  I	  pray	  that	  you	  will	  take	  these	  reminders	  into	  the	  
new	  year;	  embrace	  the	  unlikely	  and	  drive	  forward	  with	  love.	  	  God	  Stretch.	  	  God	  Use.	  	  God	  Bless.	  	  	  

THE

By Jessica Campagna
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Chancel Choir News 
The Choir continues to practice every 

Wednesday from 7:30 to 8:30 pm in the 
choir room. 


If you are interested in joining the choir, 
or would like more information please, 

contact Jill Anderson at:  

 (402) 677-3704


 or musicjra@aol.com

CHOIR CORNER

DATES: LITTLE ANGELS CHERUBS BELL CHOIR THREEPOINTE 
CHOIR

CHANCEL CHOIR

Next Rehearsal: 
Wednesday at 
6:30pm -7:15pm  

Sing in Worship: 
February 11th at 
the 9:00am 
service.

Next Rehearsal: 
Wednesday at 
6:30pm -7:15pm 

Sing in Worship 
Februarey 25th at 
the 9:00am Service.

Next Rehearsal: 
Monday, 
7:00pm-8:00pm  

Play in Worship: 
The third Sunday 
of the Month, at 
9am. service.

Next Rehearsal: 
More Information 
to come! 

Sing in Worship:  
April 1st, 2018 at 
the 10:45am 
service.

Next Rehearsal: 
Wednesday, 
7:30pm-8:30pm  

Sing in Worship:  
The first, second, and 
fourth Sundays of the 
month, during the 
school year, at the  
9am service.

�

Kid’s Choir News 
The Cherubs and Little Angels continue to 

practice on Wednesday from 6:30pm to 7:15pm.  

For more information, please contact:    

Little Angels:  Sue Hamilton, (402) 330-4930 or 
jim.sue.hamilton@gmail.com.  

Cherubs: Jill Anderson, (402) 677-3704 or 
musicjra@aol.com

Celebrations 
On December 10th, 2017 the 
Cherubs choir joined the Chancel 
choir during our Christmas 
Celebration Sunday.  Together they 
sang the song “Peace, Peace.”  It 
was a wonderful moment that 
brought young and old alike 
together.  
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