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	 At FaithWestwood we had a very 
busy year!  This Worship Connection 
is a look back on many of the things 
that happened over the last year.  
From Easter to Christmas, from 
Outside the Walls to the wonderful 
world of choir,  many celebrations, 
large and small.  

	 This year we welcomed 19 
people into our FaithWestwood family 
through membership and 8 people 
were baptized.  

	 The people of FaithWestwood 
are filled with God’s grace, and He is 
guiding us through changes of people, 
buildings and heart.  May 2017 bring 
peace, love, understanding, and most 
of all Hope for what God is leading us 
all to do.  
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This year for lent we went on a journey with the book 
Renegade Gospel.  Pastor Steve walked us through 
what it meant to live a revolutionary lifestyle, how to 
abandon our own agenda so that we can live for His, 
how to find Jesus by looking for Him today,  and a 
discussion on the Risen King.  


Through testimonies, stories, and worship we were 
able to celebrate the risen king!  


On Easter morning,  940 of us gathered together.  We 
were blessed at the 9:00 service by the Chancel 
choir with a medley of choral music and at the 10:45 
by the ThreePointe choir with their contemporary 
music.  Each choir brought us to a place of worship 
so that we could join the chorus of excitement that 
our Lord has risen!  


Easter/ 
holy Week/ Lent



[ � ]3

VBS SUNDAY

On June 26th, FaithWestwood had a wonderful 
VBS Celebration Sunday!  VBS this year was a 
Cave Quest full of adventures, activities, music 
and scripture.  Each night the students were 
able to learn from Christina Cavern and Monte 
as they lead the kids through their cave quest.  


FaithWestwood set a goal to have 165 kids 
attend VBS!  If they met the goal, the kids would 
be able to dunk Leah and Pastor Steve in the 
dunk tank on family night.  The goal was met 
with 169 kids in attendance!  Not only that, the 
kids of FaithWestwood brought in more then 
700 food items for the FaithWorks Pantry!  


It took almost 90 volunteers to make this week 
possible for all 169 kids!  These volunteers 
included some 5th grade graduates who came 
back to VBS to help lead the music!  They were 
awesome helpers and did an awesome job 
leading the music!!


VBS 2017 is just around the corner,  June 
18th-22nd.  The theme this year will be Maker 
Fun Factory: Created by God, Built for a 
Purpose!  It’s a week you won’t want to miss!!
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	 On August 28th, FaithWestwood took church 
outside the walls and served the Omaha Community!  

Together we had 250 people that participated, 12 project 
leaders and a wonderful staff that pitched in where it was 
needed.

	 Together we completed: 3 offices painted at CFCI; 
over 2,000 meals packed at Kids Against Hunger; over 
1,100 backpacks packed for the Food Bank for the 
Heartland; entertained 25 residents at Millard Good 
Samaritan Nursing Home; cleaned and moved feet upon 
feet of shelving for the FaithWorks Pantry; sorted, 
flattened, and cut bags for CareMaters; picked 
vegetables and weeded at Together; cleaned and moved 
appliances at Omaha Street School; made 40 cookie 
baskets and delivered to our block in North Omaha; 
delivered 48 tasty sliders to the Omaha Police 
Department Southwest Precinct; distributed 12 dozen 
donuts and bottles of water to Millard Days Parade 
participants; transplanted, weeded,  and picked produce, 
in anticipation of the demolition crew coming the next 
Monday at the Big Garden; and At Abide we were able to 
clean and take a tour of the new Abide campus.  

	 Way to go FaithWestwood!  This is one huge day 
of projects that touched the lives of not only those who 
participated but the community as a whole!
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Christmas  

& Advent
	 

	 Christmas this year brought with it many wonderful 
moments.  Pastor Steve led us in Advent study called Under 
Wraps.  Each week we learned that God is expectant, dangerous, 
jealous, and above all, faithful.  

	 On December 11th we were blessed by the talents of the 
Chancel choir, ThreePointe Choir, and our pageant choir,  each 
made up of wonderful singers who helped us to remember that it 
was All About that Baby!  The pageant had over 75 students 
singing, and 20 actors who came together to bless us with the story 
of a young shepherd named Nathaniel.  That Sunday, 
FaithWestwood welcomed 891 people and helped to share the 
story of the birth of Jesus.  

	 Christmas Eve was also filled with special music and a 
wonderful opportunity to worship together as we welcomed our 
Savior.  That night 1,040 people at three services joined their hearts 
and voices singing Silent Night in a darkened worship center lit only 
by candle light.

	  As we enter the new year, we are reminded exactly what our 
Father has done for us.  Through sermons, through music, through 
the joy of children, may the events of Christmas and Advent help us 
to keep Jesus  in the forefront of our minds.   
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CareMat Ministry  
On October 16th the 
congregation at 
FaithWestwood blessed 

over 70 caremats that were 
made by our Caremat ministry!  These 

caremats are given to shelters for those who 
do not have a place to lay their heads.  Thank 
you to all those of  you who have brought 
bags, helped to strip the 
bags so they can be used, 
and put these mats together!  
Together we are helping 
those in need!  Keep brining 
in those grocery sacks!

Backpack Blessing: 
On August 14th the 
congregation 
blessed the 
backpacks of the 
students returning to 
school.  This year the parents were 
up front as a part of the prayer, then we 
cheered on our students as their grades 

were called.  It was 
such a special 
way  to send our 
kids off into a 
new school year! 

            

         Student-Led Worship -Mission Trip Recap 

On August 28th,  we were blessed at both services by the 
students of FaithWestwood.  We had the opportunity to hear about both the Dallas  and Des 
Moines mission trips, as well as some amazing music.  It was a service that helped us all 
remember about loving our neighbors just like the Samaritan man. 

Celebrations!
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Celebrations!

Linda, Lois and David 
This year two amazing ladies retired from playing the organ and piano.  Linda 
Dasovic and Lois Nelson worked together to bring music to FaithWestwood 
for over 40 years!  They are such a blessing to FaithWestwood!  Even though 
they have retired, both continue to be active in worship.  You can see Linda as 
a part of the choir, or always ready to share a smile in fellowship hall.  Lois 

picks the perfect hymns for the 9:00 o’clock service to 
help us all to enter into worship through music.  Lois also continues to play the 
piano from time to time!  Thank you ladies for sharing all of your wonderful 
talents with the FaithWestwood family!


Also this year, David Gerard joined the worship team as an organist.  We are 
beyond blessed to have him as a part of our music worship family.  We are 
thankful for his gifts and talents that he shares with us each and every week!  
Thank you David!  

Third Grade 

Bibles 
What a blessing that on October 9th FaithWestwood shared the gift of bibles with 18 third graders and 
their families.  This is a tradition at FaithWestwood, and it is so fun to watch their faces light up when 
they finally unwrap their very own bibles!  We can’t wait to see how the word pours into them as they 

grow in their relationship with God.	  	  
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How long have you been at 
FaithWestwood? 
     about 5 years

What part of worship are you involved in? 
     I have helped with communion, lights, 
sound, stage set up and tear down, and 
stuffing bulletins. 

How long have you worked with sound? 
     about 1 1/2 - 2 years 

What exactly does it mean to work 
sound?  

    I try to make the best worship experience 
for everyone in the church with seamless 
transitions between various speakers and 
musicians, as well as keep the music 
harmonies, melodies and solos balanced for 
an uplifting worship experience.  Music has 
always been a very important part of my life, 
and I am grateful to be included with the 
praise & worship band activities and to get 
to know many of them personally. 

     Learning the sound board capabilities 
and capacities was an uphill curve at first, 
but I still try to learn new things about the 
operations aspects to better understand the 
acoustic outcomes.

What other parts of Faith WestWood are 
you a part of? 

   I have attended various 
small groups, 
volunteer groups like 
making the Prayer 
Mats, Outside The 
Walls clean up days, 
and assisting where 
needed with VBS. 


What are the 
Veteran causes 
that you work 
with? 
   RVRN - 
Returning Veterans 
Resource Network 
- helping newly 
returned vets and 
past era vets help 
find resources that 
are available to 
them in the 
community, often at no cost to them.  This 
can range from legal help, retrieving old 
service records, filing claims with the VA or 
other service organizations, finding 
emergency housing, medical treatment, 
substance treatment, individual or family 
counseling or even possibly financial help.  

   CVMA - Combat Veterans Motorcycle 
Association - has a wide range of services, 
including fund raising and finding donations 
for military families in need, in addition to 
feeding 10 families at both Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, helping families of deployed 
soldiers with any special needs, camaraderie 
of vets locally and throughout the United 
States, moving assistance to transitioning 
vets, as well as enjoying the open road on 2 
wheels with "the Band of Brothers (and 
Sisters)". Our slogan is "Vets helping Vets.”

   VTC - Douglas County Veterans Treatment 
Court - a program established November 4, 
2016 through state legislation.  This program 
separates Veterans while in jail to an all 
veterans unit within the jail with military 
standards and protocols, in combination with 
the treatment court these offenders are given 
a "second chance" to repay their debt to 
society, relearn new ways of dealing with the 
battlefield stress accumulated during 
wartime experiences and develop new 
coping skills to ease their reintegration into 
daily civilian society.  These veterans have 
had minor "run ins" with law enforcement, 

SPOTLIGHT ON: 
Scot Schneider
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but learn new cognitive skills to better deal 
with stressors and conflicts over the course 
of the program, as well as being supervised 
by the Courts, Parole Officers and Veterans 
Peer Support Mentors.

  Peer Support Counselor - 3 years ago I 
took classes and testing to become state 
certified as a peer support counselor. This is 
a widely varying volunteer position and 
available to any veteran or veterans family 
needing coaching, counseling, information, 
advice or resources when dealing with just 
about any veteran issue. We are not clinical 
professionals, but act rather as peers and 
"buddies" for vets in need to contact any 
time of day to talk about any growing issue or 
conflicts that may dominate their lives. Often 
we relate to similar past experiences and 
offer several possible solutions or resources 
to resolve the current issues. This can range 
from a chance meeting with someone 
anywhere, to an appointment in conjunction 
with counseling or even a sworn position 
working with the Veterans Treatment Court.

Why? - because helping these other vets 
helps me in my recovery process as well. I 
learn from them as they learn from me.  I still 
have daily struggles with some of the issues I 
returned from war with, and I don't want them 
to be left helpless as I was initially upon my 
return & diagnosis.  It can be a very daunting 
and scary task to reintegrate when returning 
from combat and many soldiers are very 
reluctant to ask for any help.  By being a 
"buddy" as Peer support I can often suggest 
ways to navigate complex government 
systems - as I had trouble with initially. 


What is your favorite scripture? Why? 
   1) Greater love has no man than this, that 
one lay down his life for his friends.    (John 
15:13)

   2) Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying 
"whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" 
and I said, "here I am, send me!"    (Isaiah 
6:8)

   3) Blessed are the Peacemakers, for they 
shall be called the children of God.   (Matthew 
5:9)     ( the 7th Beatitude )


These remain special to me due to hearing 
them at key times during my long military 
service and how they highlight the things I've 
done, also giving me strength, protection and 
a higher purpose to justify what I was doing 
when sent to far away lands (one time being 
stationed in the fertile crescent near the 
ancient city of UR.)

 I was taught at a young age to stand up for 
what was right, to help those in need, to 
defend the weak and to fight for others, and 
put others’ needs in front of your own.  I 
continue to live by these same standards 
today.

Anything else you'd like to add?? 
    yep , of course .........  " Too Easy "  

(A phrase that if you work with Scot you will 
often hear!) 


SPOTLIGHT ON: 
Scot Schneider 

continued 
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Chancel Choir News 
The Choir continues to practice every 

Wednesday  from 7:30 to 8:30 pm in the 
choir room. 


If you are interested in joining the choir, 
or would like more information please, 

contact Jill Anderson at:  

 (402) 677-3704


 or musicjra@aol.com

DATES: LITTLE ANGELS CHERUBS BELL CHOIR THREEPOINTE 
CHOIR

CHANCEL CHOIR

Next Rehearsal: 
Wednesday Jan.  
18th at 6:30pm 
-7:15pm  

Sing in Worship: 
January 29th and 
February 12th at 
the 9:00am 
service.

Next Rehearsal: 
Wednesday Jan. 
18th at 6:30pm 
-7:15pm 

Sing in Worship 
February 26th at 
the 9:00am Service.

Next Rehearsal: 
Monday, 
7:00pm-8:00pm  

Play in Worship: 
The third Sunday 
of the Month, at 9 
am. service.

Next Rehearsal: 
More Information 
to come! 

Sing in Worship:  
More Information 
to come!

Next Rehearsal: 
Wednesday, 
7:30pm-8:30pm  

Sing in Worship:  
The first, second, and 
fourth Sundays of the 
month, during the 
school year, at the 9 
am service.
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Kid’s Choir News 
The Cherubs and Little Angels continue to 

practice on Wednesday from 6:30pm to 7:15pm.  

For more information, please contact:    

Little Angels:  Sue Hamilton, (402) 330-4930 or 
jim.sue.hamilton@gmail.com.  

Cherubs: Jill Anderson, (402) 677-3704 or 
musicjra@aol.com

Children’s Choir Celebrations! 
On December 14th the Little Angels and the Cherubs 
traveled to the Walnut Grove nursing home.  They 
shared their music and blessed many residents.   

The Cherubs choir also blessed the congregation with a 
song they shared during the Pageant this year.  

CHOIR CORNER
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