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A YEAR IN REVIEW
2015 was a year filled with
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Westwood.
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One being the many sermon
series Pastor Steve walked us
through. From Sacred Sex,
The Me I Want to Be, HE
Reigns, Love Wins, Revival,
Good News! Seeing the Old
Testament through New
Testament Eyes, and Sent.
Each of these gave us new
perspective and a way to grow
deeper in our faith.
This year we enjoyed a
variety of different musical
moments from our kids
choirs, chancel choir, the
worship band, and the
ThreePointe choir; bringing

*A special Thank you to Linda Ridgway,
Kristin Barben and Alicia Daﬀerner for
pictures that were added to this
Worship Connection. *
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their own style and love of the
Lord to the stage.
At FaithWestwood we had 39
new members join our family
this year. We also joined 24
people in baptism during
worship.
The news of our CareMat
ministry went global this
year. This allowed us to
share what God has called us
to do, with others around the
world, blessing people in
need.
2015 was a big year here at
FaithWestwood, and through
prayers and guidance, 2016
will bring even more
blessings!

Easter/
holy Week/ Lent
In 2015 lent came alive through our
Wednesday night services. Each service was filled with acoustic
music and testimonies. Before each service a meal of soup and salad
was shared. The fellowship during those meals was energizing to
watch and enjoy. We even got to enjoy some cello music at a few of
the Lenten meals.
Holy week held many moments from special music on Maundy
Thursday to the student ministry who presented a powerful Good
Friday service.
Easter was a wonderful celebration of our Risen Lord. HE Reigns!
Love wins! What powerful words to remember! We had roughly 944
people attend our two services that morning. Each person getting to
enjoy the aroma of the beautiful flowers that decorated our worship
center.
Easter morning also brought the blessing of music. We had both the
Chancel choir and the ThreePointe Choir each singing at a worship
service. We also had the blessing of having some of those songs
signed by Tricia Rohde. She brought a powerful addition to the
worship services.
In 2015 on Easter morning we celebrated because Love wins though
Jesus!
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On June 21st the congregation came together to

like champs. In all they brought in more then

share an awesome celebration. We celebrated

800 items.

VBS with the kids of our church. VBS this year
took us to the mountains, more specifically

For the first time this year the Sunday

Mount Everest. Where our two mountaineers

following VBS was an all VBS service! Our

struggled with the harsh elements, illness, and

Mountaineers and MC’s came back and helped

worked to understand God’s

us with Bible verses, and our

word along the way.

students came up front to

The students brought

VBS SUNDAY

different food items each

lead the songs and actions. It
was an awesome way to bring
the whole week to a close.

night to be donated to the
FaithWestwood food pantry. During the week

VBS this year will take place June 19th-23rd

they strived to make goals with these items to

and this year we are going on a Cave Quest! Be

ensure they got to pour a bucket of ice water on

on the lookout for more information on how to

Leah and Pastor Steve. As you can see by the

volunteer for this event. Also, mark your

pictures, they met their goals and both Leah

calendars for June 26th, to help us celebrate

and Pastor Steve took on a bucket of ice water

another awesome VBS experience.
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Every year we take one Sunday
and, instead of having two worship
services, we have a mini service and
then we all go outside the church to
serve.
This year Outside the Walls was on
August 23rd. That day teams went
to many different locations in the
Omaha metro. We had teams at
The Omaha Street School, a
Habitat for Humanities home, The
Beautiful Gate, Good Samaritans,
Together, and many more.
These teams did a variety of things
from cleaning classrooms to singing
to the elderly. One group even
worked in a garden gathering fresh
produce to be given away.
Working Outside the Walls doesn’t
just happen one day a year though.
Throughout 2015 FaithWestwood
mission teams or individuals served
our own community as well as
communities around the world. For
example, a small group brought
worship music to The Beautiful
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Gate. Throughout the year teams
went to different locations making
an impact and being the hands and
feet of Christ.
One of our adult mission teams
traveled to Costa Rica, and we had
both the senior high and middle
school youth teams work here in the
Omaha area. The connections and
experiences these teams made will
last a life time. We were blessed by
these teams as they shared their
stories during worship this year.
2016 will bring new ways to serve
outside our walls. How is God
calling you serve this year?

Christmas / Advent
2015 was such a wonderful
celebration of the birth of
Jesus!
Eleven families helped us
bring the light of the season
to our Advent wreath.
This year we blessed 237
boxes that were sent off to
Operation Christmas Child.
It was a wonderful
opportunity to share God’s
love near and far.
On December 13th we had
our annual Christmas
Pageant. About 75 kids
participated in the pageant
this year. We were blessed
with wonderful teams of
people who helped with
costumes, construction, back
stage, painting and all the
AVLS pieces needed for the
pageant. A BIG thank you
for all of your hard work!!

Following the pageant we
also had a Birthday party for
Jesus in the foyer. Complete
with mini cupcakes to
celebrate.
Be on the lookout for 2016’s
pageant coming up about the
second week of December.
Christmas Eve brought 3
candle light services. We
celebrated with a variety of
special pieces of music and
blessings. On Christmas Eve
roughly 941 people
worshiped with us.
Christmas Eve also brought
the opportunity for
communion, where 40
volunteers shared the bread
and wine of Christ.
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It’s not often that you hear Beatles music
within a church service. It’s also not often that
you can find scripture connections within
Beatles music. However, when you look closely
you can find the connections. On July 26th we
did just that with the Beatles song “My Sweet
Lord.” In this song the
the singer is talking
about really wanting
to know the Lord. It
was the same cry
that Paul cried.
Paul talked about
his plea to know the
Lord better when he
was writing to the Philippians.

its serving God’s people, and yet others grow
closer to the Lord through music. That’s the
opportunity that Beatles Sunday gave us here
at FaithWestwood. Many of us brought guests
to Beatles Sunday to enjoy the music as well as
the message. Opening a door to invite those
who may not have a
place to worship
each week.

Beatles Sunday

It was a lot of fun to
see the smiles and
awesome clothing
worn that Sunday.
Many were able to
get in the spirt of the day and enjoyed the word
through some unique music.

Beatles Sunday helped remind us that each day
we strive to know the Lord better. Everyone
has a different way of getting to know the Lord
better. For some its through prayer, diving
deeply into scripture and quiet time, for others

As we move into 2016 there will be more
opportunities for special Sundays. We can’t
wait to see where the Lord leads.
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from seeking or accepting Godly guidance
from the believers that intersect on our
paths. The Holy Spirit is present in our
hearts to bridge the chasm which divides us,
and bring us together to study and discuss
the word to find content for where God has
us in this moment. He has immeasurable
abilities and plans for each and every one of
us, if we’d only dedicate EACH DAY to
listening and meditating with Him in the
word, and most importantly with the souls
He has chosen as our comrades and
companions. So then, let us not be like
others, who are asleep, but let us be alert
and self-controlled (1 Thessalonians 5:6). …
putting on faith and love as a breastplate,
and the hope of salvation as a helmet (1
Thessalonians 5:8). And we urge you warn
those who are idle, encourage the timid, help
the weak, be patient with everyone (1
Thessalonians 5:14). Be joyful always; pray
continually; give thanks in all circumstances,
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). If you’re lost on
the whole New Year’s resolution game, you’re
not alone and you’re not wrong. The true
resolution for your life can be met by inviting
the word of the Lord into your life, the Holy
Spirit into your relationships, and accepting
Jesus as the savior and conqueror of this
world. Resolutions are not a bad thing, but if
you notice that more of your energy is
directed at self-assigned goals, than to loving
God with all your heart, mind, and body – a
spiritual reset may be vital.

Worship Devotion
new Beginnings
by Jessica Campagna
The start of each new year begins the ritual
of talleying the last twelve months of our
lives. We count the trips, celebrations, work
or school projects, healings, and new friends
we gained in that time. Not only that, but
the new year becomes like a reset button for
our lives; triggering us to allow the
possibility of renewal and happiness guide
our resolutions. Some of us might even
institute the obligatory routine of promising
to eat better, and exercise more. Some may
even succeed at these lifestyle adjustments
in the weeks and months following January
1st. We become so wrapped up in our
personal feats to lose weight, train towards
fitness goals, and the like, that we lose sight
of the bigger world and its relationships.
Even worse we might begin to measure our
resolutions and progress, against those of the
people around us. We fall into the trap of
giving ourselves full credit for the effort
behind our talents and blessings, and
boasting in a facebook-style recap of the last
year and promises to ourselves in the year
ahead. God demands a deeper meaning for
our lives; one that involves love manifested
in genuine relationships. Self-driven
resolutions can distract from that pure,
whispering spirit in our souls. If we resolve
to make the new year less about self love and
more about the Holy Spirit that ties us all
together, our spiritual growth is unlimited.
Let’s be honest, we all have something
weighing on us, a weight that we are not
meant to bear, a weight that we may
counter-balance with artificial purpose. If
left unchecked that weight can separate us
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SPOTLIGHT ON:
Linda Ridgway

How Many years have you been at
FaithWestwood?
I have been a member for 40 years. The first
time I came to Faith Westwood I was 25 and
our daughter was a baby. We knew Harvey,
who was the minister at the time. He had
been a neighbor to my Aunt and Uncle so we
had a connection. As time went by both our
girls grew up here in this church. The
history we have here doesn’t just grow over
night.

family. As John and I had a family we
wanted our daughters to have the same
things I had growing up. That’s how we
came to FaithWestwood.
Through the good times and the bad times
church was always something that I could
count on. Even in the toughest times, I
found that time and time again things were
always revealed to me at church.

What parts of worship do you
participate in?
I am a part of the decorating team and serve
on communion. I also attend a small group
on Sunday morning that I love.

What is your favorite character from the
Bible?
Job. I am quite amazed by him. Through
the toughest time in life he was able to see
the big picture or advertenly saw it. He was
always able to stay true, and his rewards
came because of it.

What does the decorating team do?
The decorating team provides all the
decorations for the various season and
holidays here at church. We decorate the
worship center and foyer. Advent,
Christmas, Lent and Easter seem to be our
busiest seasons. As a team we work with
Donna Sandoval to help enhance the plans
for worship.

When I was younger I was a part of Job’s
daughters and this gave me time to spend
with Job, which I think is why I like it and
relate to it.
What is your favorite hymn or worship
song?
I tend to like traditional hymns, which is
why I am drawn to the traditional service at
church. My favorite hymn would be ‘Here I
am Lord’.

Why do you participate on these teams?
I think, as with anything in life, whatever
you put into it you take out of it. I
participate on these teams because it helps
me to feel connected to church. The
decorating teams allows me to channel
creative things and I enjoy being creative. I
grew up in a family where church was
important, and participating was important.
I think that I always get more out of serving
on these teams then I give.

Anything else you’d like to add?
The decorating team is a wonderful group of
people. I couldn’t do what I do without
Donna Lammert and Lynda Chartier. My
small group is also a huge help with projects.
We meet on Sunday mornings at 10:30. Viv
and Dennis Runnels, as well as others, are
always willing to step up and help with big
projects as well. It takes a team to decorate
the worship center and foyer and I am
thankful for all of their help!

Tell us a little about your faith journey.
I grew up in the church and it has always
been important to me. Church was
something that was very important to my
family. I had and still have a very close
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CHOIR CORNER
On December 18th the Little Angels and the
Cherubs traveled to the Walnut Grove nursing
home. They shared their music and blessed many
residents.
The next project for these choirs will be presented
on February 28th, when they share the story of
Noah at both worship services . Be on the lookout
for more information. This is an event you won’t
want to miss!!

Kid’s Choir News
The Cherubs and Little Angels continue to
practice on Wednesday from 6:30 to 7:15 in
rooms 211 and 213.
For more information, please contact:

Chancel Choir News
The Choir continues to practice every
Wednesday from 7:30 to 8:30 in the
choir room.
If you are interested in joining the choir,

Little Angels: Sue Hamilton, (402) 330-4930
or jim.sue.hamilton@gmail.com.

or would like more information please,

Cherubs: Jill Anderson, (402) 677-3704 or
musicjra@aol.com

(402) 677-3704

DATES:

LITTLE ANGELS

CHERUBS

contact Jill Anderson at:

or musicjra@aol.com

BELL CHOIR

THREEPOINT
CHOIR

Next Rehearsal:
Wednesday
6:30pm -7:15pm

Next Rehearsal:
Wednesday 6:30pm
-7:15pm

Next Rehearsal:
Monday,
7:00pm-8:00pm

Next Rehearsal:
More Information
to come!

Sing in Worship:
The second
Sunday of every
month during the
school year at 9
A.M. service
starting in
January.

Sing in Worship
The fourth Sunday
of every month
during the school
year at 9 A.M.
service starting in
January.

Play in Worship:
The third Sunday
of the Month, at 9
a.m. service.

Sing in Worship:
More Information
to come!
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CHANCEL CHOIR
Next Rehearsal:
Wednesday,
7:30pm-8:30pm

Sing in Worship:
The first, second, and
fourth Sundays of the
month, during the
school year, at the 9
A.M. service.

