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FROM PASTOR KRISTOPHER 
In Human Resource circles, a 90-Day review of new employees is 
customary for evaluating performance. I began as lead pastor here at 

Redlands Church on June 1, almost exactly 90 
days ago. So, the time is ripe for assessment!   
Let’s pretend for a moment that you asked me to 
review us as a church body. In that theoretical 
scenario, based on my observations, experiences, 
interactions, and gut-feelings over the past 90-
days, I’d offer the following: 
  

1.  Redlands Adventist Church is a family church dedicated to making 
space for people of every level of spiritual maturity, age, education, 
socio-economic status, personality, and others. Redlands Church 
resists catering to one solitary group at the expense of others but 
asks everyone to cooperate to come together. As your pastor, I 
deeply resonate with this commitment to empathetic inclusion. 

  
2.  Redlands Adventist Church members commit to the work of God, collaborating with Him to create 

God-ordained beauty. This church is filled with professionals who have given their lives to the 
health and healing of strangers. It boasts dozens of sacrificial volunteers who support ministries 
inside and outside the church. It has business owners who fix an eye on the betterment of all. And 
its children grow up to be leaders of compassion and mission. And all this says nothing of the 
consistent financial generosity from a wide swath of individuals.  

3.  Redlands Adventist Church experiments, risks, thinks outside the box, and makes & grows from 
mistakes in pursuit of God. Our state-of-the-art facility is a testament to this core value. Redlands 
Church stepped out in faith, shouldered debt, and built an extraordinary structure; a stunning 
canvas for ministering in Redlands. I can’t be more excited about future projects together. 

  
I will close with a summary of my current pastoral priorities. (1) Listening, learning, and being 
present among our congregation: getting to know this community. (2) Writing quality sermons.          
(3) Looking ahead: what is God calling us to as a congregation in the next 1, 5, and 10 years?              
(4) Guiding the search for a new Children’s pastor. 

  
Two projects rolling out from my desk include:     
a sermon series on the Gospel of Mark and a 
new podcast featuring candid reflections about 
our sermons and the writing process. You can 
subscribe to the podcast on iTunes by 
searching for “Behind the Sermon.” Or listen 
directly at www.Behindthesermon.com. 

NEWSLETTER
Coming Soon 
Sunshine Fellowship Lunch:  
  Sep12 at Spaghetti Factory 

Potluck: Oct 5, Nov 2  

Kids Church:  
    Oct 12, Nov 9 

Spiritual Retreat: Oct 26 

Christmas Play:  
    Dec 6, 7, 12, 13 & 14 

RAA Lessons & Carols: 
    Dec 14

http://www.behindthesermon.com/
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
The High School Ministry of the Redlands church has been busy at the beach, 
hiking, waterskiing, surfing, and enjoying spiritual retreats. But two things are 
highlights in this bright season: 

First, a full, very talented and dedicated band, organized and directed by our high 
school students, leads worship every Sabbath morning in Relevant at 9:45am. 
They choose the songs, are the first to arrive at church at 8am, and play with 
passion and sincerity as they give God the glory due to Him. This is no small 
effort, but they love God and serving their church so they lead us into worship 
every weekend. 

Second, we went on a mission trip to the Blythe Spanish SDA church to help 
renovate their facility in preparation to host asylum seekers coming from the 
southern border.  Our youth worked tirelessly for 5 days straight, tiling, painting, 
cleaning and repairing, motivated by their compassion and sincere desire to help. 
We have amazing high school students here at Redlands and we love and appreciate them!  

DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY 
Someone recently asked, “What is the Discipleship Ministry at our church?” Almost immediately, a bystander 
jumped into the conversation declaring, “It’s the silent giant!” She went on to explain that the prayer ministry 
is the foundation of so much - our huge transition in leadership, financial strain that is lessening, medical trials 
being overcome, ministries that thrive with good vibe. “It’s all prayed for weekly and God is blessing us!” 

But that wasn’t all. She went on to talk about the Abide Bible study that blessed people with a fresh approach to 
reading the Word and hearing Jesus. The original individual stated, “I heard that group ended.” At that point, a 
man chimed in that two new groups are beginning; one for dads to grow together as godly fathers and another 
group for anyone who is grieving over the loss of a loved one. Honestly, I (Pastor Todd), was moved and 
speechless (they said it all). I believe when Christ is our cornerstone, our church naturally aligns to what He is 
building.  If you’d like to connect with Jesus more, join me for our next Spiritual Retreat, Oct 26. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
It’s September. In baseball, the best teams are vying for 
playoff spots in hopes of ending the season on a high. 
Around here, September is when we analyze how we’re 
lining up for the end of our season also. 

Status: we’re improving and could finish well. In baseball 
terms, we’re a wild card team (strong & each game matters). 

Our year began with an incredible reserve balance (gold 
bar) thanks to all who gave generously last December. 
When giving is low (the green bar in April) or expenses are 
high (blue bar in March & April), we must use our reserves. 
But when giving is high, our reserves are tapped less, like 
during the 9 weeks of home runs in June and July! 

Report: we’re entering the final stretch better than last 
year. In baseball terms, thanks to great starting pitchers, 
our bullpen hasn’t been called on much and may carry us. 

Game Plan: if we keep batting well at the plate (giving all 
we can) and playing skillfully in the field (cutting costs 
whenever possible), we can enter the playoffs as a 
contender to win the Fall Classic!

Operating Expenses + Loan Payments
Local Offerings (ALL tithe is remitted to SECC)
Reserves (from end of year giving in 2018)
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