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SOCIAL MEDIA 
Redlands Church posts every 

day on Facebook and 
Instagram. Follow for news, 

inspiration, and updates!

f
OUTDOOR CHURCH 
October 3, 2020 9:30am  

Church Parking Lot 
Watch for updates on 
announcement feeds.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
are emailed every Friday 

afternoon   
Contact 

shelli@redlandschurch.com  
to receive them!

CHURCH BUDGET 
Thank-you thank-you for your 

generous and consistent giving 
to the local budget of the 
Redlands Church and the 
Adventist denomination 

globally through tithe. Despite 
the financial hardships of the 

pandemic, giving has remained 
strong here at Redlands Church 
and all our bills are current.  You 
are amazing!! Unfortunately, we 

came up quite a bit shorter in 
August than any other month 
this year. It highlights the fact 

that in 2020, we will once again 
need your remarkable 

generosity through the fall to 
get us into 2021. Thank you for 
your dedicated, consistent, and 

enthusiastic support of the 
work of this community of faith. 

For more details regarding 
budget and giving 

opportunities, please contact 
Pastor Kristopher.

FROM THE LEAD PASTOR ~ Kristopher Loewen

The Costco deli boasts a cult following for its $1.50 combo 
meal featuring a quarter pound hotdog and soda. Still 
offered at the same as in 1984, Costco now sells more 
yearly than all major league baseball ballparks combined, 
north of 120 million! Although it has always included an 
all-beef link, many Redlands Church members may not be 
aware of this American cultural icon because of 
Adventism’s value of healthy living (if you devour the 
whole meal, it’ll set you back 1200cal with 33g of fat!).  
 You might be thinking, “How can Costco possibly turn a 
profit that!?” Well, they’re not. Despite building their own hot-dog plants in Seattle and 
Chicago, the deal has been offered at a loss since at least 2009. Even as you read this 
newsletter in the midst of a global pandemic and economic recession, people are 
causing Costco to lose money purchasing cheap hotdogs. However, not every benefit 
shows up on the bottom line. The president of Costco, Craig Jelinek, knows that the 
goodwill, loyalty, and reputation his deli-combo creates is worth more than profit.  
 As I think about this paradox of business, my mind is drawn to how it illustrates as 
analogy the Christian value of self-sacrificial love. The math likewise just doesn’t add up. 
Forgive seventy times seven times? Write checks until it hurts? Return evil with good? 
Listen empathetically without retort? Apologize humbly when in error? Choose a career 
because you’re called to it, even though it doesn’t pay enough? Lose your life in service 
for perfect strangers? Yep.  
 These essential characteristics of following Jesus don’t promise to yield wealth, garner 
fame, build power, or even produce happiness. But the economy of the kingdom of 
Heaven is different than that of the USA. As we love, we store up a different sort of 
treasure; we lay hold of life that is truly life.  
 In the coming weeks and months of uncertainty, it may be tempting to jettison the WAY 
of Jesus for ground that seems more solid, responsible, profitable, or common sensical. 
Crisis tends to do this to us humans. My prayer for each of us is that we may live lives as 
disciples of Jesus, trusting deeply in His Kingdom of the now and the not yet, loving our 
neighbors with unreasonable unrelenting abandon. 
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Family Ministries ~ Somer Knight

We are excited to bring you some 
updates on how our littlest church 
friends are experiencing Sabbath School 
at home during our time off-campus!   
Our Infant & Toddler group has started a “Sabbath School To Go” program focusing on stories of God’s 
Family, the Israelites, from the Old Testament.  Beginning with a mirrored page that shows how they are a 
special member of God’s family, our little ones interact with a “family album” that includes Abraham, 
Joseph, Moses, Ruth, David, Isaiah, and more!  They listen to the program’s stories and songs with a digital 
download that Pastor Somer recorded, and play with sensory-rich elements from the stories. 

The Pre-K/Kindergarten Sabbath School class has recently embarked on a new adventure through the book 
of Exodus:  Wilderness Wonders!  Pastor Somer has designed a Bible 
Storytelling Kit that includes a bin of brown rice as the stage for the desert 
stories, and wooden figures, paper accessories, small trees/shrubs, etc.  The 
kits have been engineered to give the young class members a tangible way 
to interact with the Bible stories and engage with their families at home 
and/or their Sabbath School teacher via Zoom on Sabbath mornings.  The 
class members were excited to see some of the same stories acted out live 
in the latest installment of our Walk Through the Bible last Sabbath!

High School 
Ministries ~ 
Lindsey Haffner

As school is starting 
back up at Redlands 
Academy, I’ve had the privilege of 
poking my head in for Zoom classes and 
chapel. I’ve enjoyed being in “closer” 
proximity with the youth at RAA.  
We’ve been trying to solidify a Vespers 
schedule after having a few programs in 
the last month. Last weekend we met 
outside in the courtyard and had nearly 
30 youth there! Though it’s still a little 
odd meeting with COVID-19 restrictions, 
the kids always maintain that being 
together and apart is better than not 
being together at all. As we continue to 
attempt to normalize strange meeting 
habits like wearing masks and staying six 

feet apart from each 
other, I would love 
your thoughts and 
prayers. Enjoy these 
pictures of last 
week’s Vespers! 

Discipleship ~ Todd Rosspencer

The Discipleship Ministry recently launched a C3 Team to help 
our church family Care/Connect/Communicate better. 
Together, 11 team members are calling over 100 households 
every two weeks. Those conversations are intended to express 
our care, help people remain connected and assist the pastors 
in knowing needs, prayer requests and praises during this 
season. If you’d like to be on a call list or would like to be a 
team member, please start by calling Pastor Todd. His hope is 
that all 175+ households in our church will be connected soon 
and that this will continue long after we’re able to be in church 
together. 
In other news, the Discipleship Ministry continues assisting 
individuals with internet issues, hosting the Sabbath Schools 
and Church program, offering weekly Prayer Meeting online 
 and also a Bible Study for fathers. In person we are meeting 
with individuals who desire spiritual coaching, making home 
visits and deliveries, and we orchestrated our first all-church 
event (Evensong) last month on a Friday evening in the 
parking lot Jesus is walking with you, today and every day.  
The Discipleship Ministry’s goal is to help you do that in ever 
more 
fruitful 
ways.

Parting the Red Sea in our rice bins


