
Pastor Susan’s Notes 
 

I am humbled by the well-wishes from the congregation and the Bartlett community concerning 

my retirement from full time ministry. It is a strange and sad and wonderful time.  
 

For those who ask ‘why’ I can only say I was going to retire in January of 2024, however, I felt 

the time was right to do this now.  The Spirit of God has a way of nudging; I felt it. Please 

remember God is preparing us ALL in this season for what will happen in the next.  
 

People ask what my plans are. I do not have a grand plan of any kind! I hope to fill in for pastors 

who go on vacation, sabbatical, or sick leave, at first. Arthur and I will also be visiting churches; 

we’ll try to see if we can find a church ‘home.’ 
 

To reiterate an office email sent out to the members and friends of the church from Lynn 

Filippelli, I emailed many acquaintances to let them know the news and I share this with you:    

 As per my contract with Immanuel United Church of Christ (U.C.C.), Bartlett, IL, I have 

given a three-month notice. This allows the church to put a group together to work with the 

Illinois Conference (U.C.C.) to secure an Interim Minister. That Interim will lead the church 

through a discerning process to determine the person who will serve the church into the future. 

 In the United Church of Christ Clergy Code, I am required to refrain from talking to and 

communicating with persons associated with the church, that is, members, friends, and 

community members, for an entire year or more. Not talking to people will be the most difficult 

part of my journey; in my more than thirteen years in Bartlett, I have come to know so many 

wonderful people.  
 

That being said, perhaps this space will be used next month to introduce your new Interim 

Minister. Please give that person your full attention! That person is here to help the church with 

this transition. And, as always, I will be praying for you. With the love of Christ,  
            Pastor Susan 

 

 


